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19.2 h.p. MATHIS EMYSIX SALOON

Two-and-a-half Litre Car which is Definitely Lively and Handles Well.

The illustration above indicates the size of the Mathis Emysix saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

T is doubtful if many
modern improvements
can do more to make a

car fascinating to drive
than the four-speed gear
box with silent third, an
arrangement which, inci-
dentally, is becoming in-
creasingly popular.

Certainly, with the six-
cylinder Mathis it is defin-
itely a pleasure to use the
silent running third speed,
as, for instance, in ordin-
arily fast close-formation
traffic; and it is a genuine
alternative to top, giving,
of course, more rapid ac-
celeration than the average
top gear ratio permits, but
with entire absence of that
noise, especially on the
overrun, which is an irri-
tating necessity with so
many indirect gears, while
the other indirects are not
unduly audible. Incident-
ally, as is usual with this
type of gear box, first is
engaged only after a trigger
resembling a reverse trip
has been raised.

It is particularly interest-
ing that in spite of the high
top gear ratio, which in it-
self has much charm, it
is possible to run on top
at 6 or 7 m.p.h. with the
clutch home, without

snatch or judder, and on the same gear to climb a
fairly long hill which cannot be rushed unduly, having
an average gradient of 1 in 13, the speed not falling
below 14 m.p.h., and the engine not labouring.

So much for what can be done on top at need. The
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
19.2 h.p., six cylinders, 72 X 100 mm. (2,443 c.c.).
Tax £20.
Wheelbase 9ft. 11in., track 4ft. 2in.
Overall length 15(t. 6in., width 5ft., height 5ft. 5in.
Tyres: 13 x 45in. on detachaable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed

gurl;n;iu. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over | mile,
8.6 " 4y sec.
5.25 6 sec. 63.83 m.p.h.
4.1 9§ sec.

Turning circle: 40ft.

Tank capacity 13 gallons, fuel consumption 22 m.p.g.
6-volt lighting set cuts in at 12 m.p.h., 10 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
Weight: 24 cwt.

Price, with Weymann saloon body, £405.
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would be improved.

changes between top and
third and back again are
easier than usual on ac-
count of the closeness of
the ratios, and the other
changes handle very well
indeed, the lever moving
freely. On the third gear
a good maximum is pos-
sible, and especially at low
speed a driver not accus-
tomed to the car can easily
imagine that he is using
top when, in point of fact,
third is in engagement. As
the ratios are set out,
moreover, second remains
decidedly useful, with a
maximum of something
over 30 m.p.h. Starting on
first from a standstill at
the foot of a hill with a
genuine maximum of 1 in
4, changing into second as
soon as the car had started
to move, the speed did not -
fall below 13 or 14 m.p.h.
during the climb.

The engine is good, runs
very quietly indeed be-
tween 35 and 40 m.p.h.,
and remains smooth as the
speed increases; it is, in-
deed, rather surprising
how pleasant the engine is
when almost at its maxi-
mum, this particular car

.certainly being capable of

something in the imme-

diate neighbourhood of 70 m.p.h., though it was new.
On a long journey, therefore, a high average can be
maintained without running the engine at its limit. With
the car fully run in it is probable that the timed speed

A=

~ A \%/

4

=

D 13



503

¢ THE

. | o fotpece,

AUTOCAR " ROAD TESTS—(continued).

March 14th, 1930.

a fuel tank gauge,

As a whole, the iSRS
Mathis controls well ;

the steering is very
light, yet the car can
be placed accurately
on the road, while
there is full caster
action and an un-
usually good lock,
the wheel itself being
big, thin-rimmed and
with spring spokes.

The throttle pedal
is small, but operates
without jerkiness,
and is a shade close
to the brake pedal,
this being due appar-
ently to the unusual
position of the start-
g motor switch—
between the clutch
and the brake pedals,
by the way—where it
is certainly convenient. The brakes are good without
being extraordinarily powerful, and the pedal requires
fairly heavy pressure only when the full braking effect
is essential, the action of the shoes being even, while
the hand brake is capable of holding the car stationary
on 1 in 4—which too many hand brakes are not—
and its lever is reasonably well placed for a driver of
average reach. ‘

Roadholding varies according to whether the big
double-acting friction-type shock absorbers are set
fairly tight, thus stiffening the springs, particularly at
low speeds, but undoubtedly giving better stability;
or somewhat slacker, when the occupants are conscious
principally of a distinct but soft up and down move-
ment yet no actual shock, and in such conditions there
is, not unnaturally, a fair amount of sway if corners
are taken fast. ,

The upholstery is good and should be durable, the
cushions are deep and well sprung, and the driving
position can be varied by a - :
simple adjustment for the
angle of the back of the one-
piece front seat, in addition
to provision for fore and aft
movement of the whole seat,
to effect which it is necessary
to remove the seat cushion,
when, incidentally, the bat-
tery is exposed for attention.
Leg-room everywhere is
ample and the mats fit well,
properly excluding the
draughts which often come in
through the pedal slots and
around the base of the steer-
ing column.

The instruments are neatly
grouped and panelled, as well
as effectively lighted indirect-
ly, and include a good clock,
a trip-type speedometer, and
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but there is no ther-
mometer. The single-
panel windscreen
carries a good suc-
tion wiper, which,
incidentally, is con-
nected to the engine
inlet pipe by metal
tubing, and the
screen has a clever
form of control, al-
lowing the glass to
be opened sufficiently
for ventilation of the
interior of the body.

Both forward win-
dows possess rapid-
action lifting mechan-
ism, the two back
windows can be
raised and lowered in
the ordinary way,
and all four doors
have securing catches, there being also a lock and key
for one of them. Neat and wide pockets are arranged
in each door, and there is a further pocket in the back
of the front seat, as well as two more in the front com-
partment, low down in the scuttle sides. An interior
opaque visor can be lowered to guard the driver’'s eyes
against the sun, and the blind over the rear window is
controlled from the driving seat. An ingenious touch
is that at night the roof light comes on when the
driver's door is opened, there being an independent
switch as well. The back seat has a disappearing
central arm rest, in addition to rests at the side.

The engine is tidy and the important auxiliaries,
together with the sparking plugs, are properly accessible.
There is a reserve fuel tank holding three gallons, and
the belt which drives the fan also operates the dynamo.
With the belt adjusted properly the current generated
at 25 m.p.h. balances the consumption of all lights,
auxiliaries, and the coil. The head lamps, by the way,
give a very good beam.

The brake adjustments are
accessible and require no
spanner for their operation,
while the spring shackle .
bolts have bushings which
do not need lubrication. Ex-
ternal equipment includes
bumpers, a stop lamp and
neat parking lamps, as well
as a big luggage box at the
back, and a cover for- the
spare wheel. The body lines
are smart and the coach-
work beautifully finished.

This Mathis has an excel-
lent performance for its engine
size, and is pleasant to handle.
The machine tested was pro-
vided by the concessionaires,
the City Car Agency, 34,
Queen Street, E.C.4.
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