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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

No. 74.

24.2 h.p. MARMON-ROOSEVELT SALOON

Wonderful Top Gear Capabilities of Popular-priced Straight Eight which Makes a Very
Favourable Impression. '

T is indeed remarkable that
so good a car as the Roose-
velt, with a straight eight
engine and wire wheels, can
be offered in this country at
a price which, to say the very
least, is highly competitive.
Though the outstanding value
of this comparatively new
Marmon production deserves
to be emphasised, the machine
itself belies its selling price ; it
is in no sense to be described
as what has been termed, with
a meaning capable of two in-
terpretations, a cheap car.

It combines in the fullest
degree those appeals of which

the American manufacturer so effectively realises the

use of the accelerator. Right-
angle turns, abrupt checks on
stiffish hills do not necessarily
torce the driver to come down
to a lower gear. First is used
just to get the machine under
way from rest, and almost im-
mediately a change can be
made into top. Yet the per-
formance is interesting for the
more  experienced  driver.
Hill-climbing can be so fast,
and advantage can be taken
of gaps on a busy road to
such excellent effect that the
performance fascinates.

The acceleration, as the
table indicates, is something

out of the ordinary. In particular, the figure for second

value—effortless speed on top gear on hills as well as gear is of a sports car character; that for top is also

on the level, silence, and an impressive appearance.

Withal the engine is not

big for a transatlantic car,

exceedingly good, and gives an idea of what the car

can be made to do. In

being rather over three-
litres capacity.

The top gear perform-
ance really is extra-
ordinary, and from the
viewpoint of the mass of
present-day motorists, as
near as possible to the
ideal. On this ratio the
car will travel at from four
or five miles an hour to
the neighbourhood of %0
m.p.h. in favourable con-
ditions. Few drivers can
require so much speed,
but the charm of the car
lies in that acceleration on
top is extremely rapid
without the slightest hesita-
tion, and hill-climbing on
the same gear can be very
fast indeed.

Further, there is an en-
tire absence of any sug-
gestion of effort from the
car, or of any need for
skill on the driver’s part.
In thick traffic it is actu-
ally possible to remain in
top—even, with a little
careful handling of the
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24.2 h.p., eight cylinders, 69.8 x 107.9 mm. (3.;10 C.C.).

Tax, £25.

‘Wheelbase 9ft. 4}in., track 4ft. 8in.
Overall length 141t. 3in., width 5{t. 10in., height 5ft. 9}}in.
Tyres : 29 x5.0in. on detachable wire wheel

Engine-rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-39 m.p.h.).
14.7 18 -
8.6 37 44 sec.
4.9 65 7 sec.

Turning circle : 36ft.
Tank capacity 12 gallons, fuel consumption 18 m.p.g.

6-volt lighting set cuts in at 6 m.p.h., 10 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
Weight : 24 cwt. 7 1b.

Price, with saloon body, £440.

accelerating a slight hard-
ness in the engine, which
is noticeable at about 35
m.p.h. and passes away
higher up, can be for-
given.

Throughout the engine re-
mains quiet and smooth
and becomes at all busy
only at the very maxima on
the various gears. First and
second are obviously in--
tended, in any case, to be
employed very little in-
deed, and when u::d are
not entirely quiet. Be-
tween 40 and 50 m.p.h.
the engine is almost noise-
less and the car will cruise
apparently  indefinitely.
Between 50 and 60 m.p.h.
—b60 can be reached very
quickly on any reasonably
open road—the sound in-
creases but slightly and the
car remains happy; 45
m.p.h. is, perhaps, an
ideal figure, where little
but the swish of the tyres
can be heard and the car
appears to be gliding rather
than being driven by an

clutch, if the car comes to 24 FEET from 25 M.P.H. () engine. In towns at, say,
rest. When an opening < —rm—m————————— - l\ below 25 m.p.h., scarcely
offers it will accelerate / T a sound can be detected.

away without snatch and &) ® B ‘Second gear has to be
with nothing more than used only for hills worse
s U S S
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« THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

October 11th, 1929.

than about 1 in 7, or for those steeper gradients which
offer no chance for speed to be gathered beforehand.
On a rough, loose hill at worst 1 in 5}, with two sharp
bends, the car could easily have climbed faster than
was advisable on the turns. Conditions made it neces-
sary to drop to 2'out 12 m.p.h. on the second corner ;
still in second gear way was maintained, and the car
accelerated to cross the summit at about 20 m.p.h.
A well-known main road hill, about half a mile in
length and with a maximum gradient of 1 in 8, was
approached at 30-35 m.p.h. In spite of a traffic check
midway the car accelerated and went over the crest at
28 m.p.h., top being the only gear used. It is easy
to see that, apart from starting, first should be required
only for a freak gradient or in other exceptional
| ircumstances. ‘

Full Caster Action.

The control as a whole is very light, the steering
vrheel big—18in.—and thin rimmed. A single control
-t the centre of the wheel sounds the horn, operates
all lights and brings the starting motor into action.
Very interesting is the fact that the steering possesses
full caster action; it is extremely light to manceuvre
at low speeds, the
ratio, naturally, be-
ing low, and it has
an excellent lock.

The clutch, while
good, is not so ex-
ceptionally  smooth
in action in starting
away as is the case
with some American
machines. It would
be a very good
European clutch for
a car of similar price.
The gear ' change,
when used, is easy.
The - hand-brake is
well placed and as
usual is an emer-
gency provision. The
brake pedal requires

very little effort; in §
' view of the car’s’
capabilities it is suffi-
cient to cay that the

brakes give the driver every confidence at the higher
speeds, tending to become a little fierce if used fairly
violently from speeds below about 15 m.p.h.

Road-holding and cornering abilities are good for a
car of this nature. The single-acting hydraulic shock
absorbers would not appear to be doing overmuch work.
They permit a certain amount of roll and allow the
suspension to produce the typical slow up and down
movement, as well as letting the car sway on its springs
when braked decisively from the lower speeds.

Comfort for the Occupants.

Suspension in general is very good, and no occupant
experiences any definite shock over the worst surfaces,
ordinarily poor roads making little difference to the
riding. It handles well and can be driven fast with
pleasure. Extremely creditable averages are possible
without touching especially high speeds.

The upholstery and body interior are plain but taste-
ful and eminenfly serviceable. The cushions are deep
and well sprung; the front seat is in one and is not
adjustable, being 3ft. 7in. wide and 1ft. 3in. from the
nearest pedal, and gives a low, comfortable driving posi-
tion. The back seat conveniently takes three passengers,
being 3ft. 8in. be-
tween the arm-rests;
1ft. To0in. leg-room is
provided.  The in-
struments are beauti-
fully grouped and
well lit, a fuel tank
contents indicator be-
ing among them. All
four doors can be
secured and all six
windows wind. The
screen opens and has
a vacuum wiper,
there are two
separate ventilators
in the top of the
scuttle, and the two
complete spare
wheels, one on either
running board, are
neatly secured.

The near side of
the engine is un-
usually clean, the
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“« THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

October 11th, 1929.

than about 1 in 7, or for those steeper gradients which
offer no chance for speed to be gathered beforehand.
On a rough, loose hill at worst 1 in 5}, with two sharp
bends, the car could easily have climbed faster than
was advisable on the turns. Conditions made it neces-
sary to drop to 2'.out 12 m.p.h. on the second corner;
still in second gear way was maintained, and the car
accelerated to cross the summit at about 20 m.p.h.
A well-known main road hill, about half a mile in
length and with a maximum gradient of 1 in 8, was
approached at 30-35 m.p.h. In spite of a traffic check
midway the car accelerated and went over the crest at
28 m.p.h., top being the only gear used. It is easy
to see that, apart from starting, first should be required
only for a freak gradient or in other exceptional
| ircumstances. :

Full Caster Action.

The control as a whole is very light, the steering
tvheel big—18in.—and thin rimmed. A single control
t-t the centre of the wheel sounds the horn, operates
all lights and brings the starting motor into action.
Very interesting is the fact that the steering possesses
full caster action; it is extremely light to manceuvre
at low speeds, the
ratio, naturally, be-
ing low, and it has
an excellent lock.

The clutch, while
good, is not so ex-
ceptionally  smooth
in action in starting
away as is the case
with some American
machines. It would
be a very good
European clutch for
a car of similar price.
The gear ' change,
when used, is easy.
The - hand-brake is
well placed and as
usual is an emer-
gency provision. The
brake pedal requires
very little effort; in
view of the car’s
capabilities it is suffi-
cient to cay that the

brakes give the driver every confidence at the higher
speeds, tending to become a little fierce if used fairly
violently from speeds below about 15 m.p.h.

Road-holding and cornering abilities are good for a
car of this nature. The single-acting hydraulic shock
absorbers would not appear to be doing overmuch work.
They permit a certain amount of roll and allow the
suspension to produce the typical slow up and down
movement, as well as letting the car sway on its springs
when braked decisively from the lower speeds.

Comiort for the Occupants.

Suspension in general is very good, and no occupant
experiences any definite shock over the worst surfaces,
ordinarily poor roads making little difference to the
riding. It handles well and can be driven fast with
pleasure. Extremely creditable averages are possible
without touching especxga;lgr high speeds.

The upholstery and y interior are plain but taste-
ful and eminently serviceable. The cushions are deep
and well sprung; the front seat is in one and is not
adjustable, being 3ft. 7in. wide and 1ft. 3in. from the
nearest pedal, and gives a low, comfortable driving posi-
tion. The back seat conveniently takes three passengers,
being 3ft. 8in. be-
tween the arm-rests;
1ft. 10in. leg-room is
provided.  The in-
struments are beauti-
fully grouped and
well lit, a fuel tank
contents indicator be-
ing among them. All
four doors can be
secured and all six
windows wind. The
screen opens and has
a vacuum wiper,
there are two
separate ventilators
in the top of the
scuttle, and the two
complete spare
wheels, one on either
running board, are
neatly secured.

The near side of
the engine is un-
usually clean, the
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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

dipstick being on this side; it is contained in the oil-
filling orifice itself, which is of somewhat small diameter.
The dynamo is belt driven in tandem with the fan, all
eight plugs are reasonably accessible from one side or
the other and the coil ignition distributor is on top of
the cylinder block.

The battery and tools are accessible immediately the
front seat is lifted, the various greasing points seem to
be sensibly arranged, but the back brake adjustments
are not too easily reached. Buffers and a good luggage

grid are provided; the head lamps could be more
powerful in view of the car’s speed, while general finish
is excellent. The engine starts easily and will pull
almost straightaway. The car is handled in this country
by Pass and Joyce, Ltd.

A car which a few years ago would have been in-
capable of production at the figure in question, the
Marmon-Roosevelt is very likeable for what it does
and for how it does it, absolutely and entirely apart
from its price.

No. 75.

18-55 h.p. FIAT SALOON

Excellent Range of Speed on Top Gear, Quiet, Smooth Engine, Detail
Work Carefully Thought Out and Well Executed.

T is extraordinarily interesting to find that the great
in the motor industry, and which in its time has
probably built more kinds of cars than any other con-
cern, is now constructing a chassis, or rather a complete
car, in which value for money is easily the principal
feature and can be thus termed without in any way
implying an excuse.

It is obvious that there has been a certain study
of transatlantic methods. It is obvious also that these
methods, having been considered and analysed, have
been adapted here and there to European ideas. The
result is a saloon on a chassis with a 2}-litre engine,
priced at £395, with a remarkable performance on top
gear which is certainly comparable with that of some
American chassis having much larger engines.

In addition, it is not obvious that the gears chosen
are so exceptionally low as has been very noticeable
in a great many Fiat models produced during the past
few years. First, indeed, is low enough to serve as an
emergency gear, for which arrangement there is a great
deal to be said. But for ordinary work the car can
be handled the whole time. on second. and top, and

Italian firm of Fiat, which was one of the pioneers -

the engine remains commendably smooth and quiet
throughout. As a town carriage the 18-55 h.p. Fiat is
very good indeed, very silent, very flexible, and it
handles well in modern traffic, which is becoming more
and more a serious problem.

In the open country the car holds the road well,
and, though it is easy to recognise the type of shock
absorber provided, none the less the machine rides com-
fortably as a whole and has not too much sway on
corners. Hydraulic shock absorbers are in process of
being fitted.

The clutch is not quite as smooth in its take-up as
a disc clutch can be; there is a certain awkwardness
about the throttle to which, however, the driver very
speedily becomes accustomed : the steering gear has a
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