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66—MARMON 79 SALOON

Smooth, Quiet, Fast and Roomy American Straight Eight Car.

The illustration above indicates the size of the Marmon 59 saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

besides being as fast as is ever likely to be

required, is really silent, even at comparatively
high cruising speeds.
Model 79 scores definitely ; the timed speed figure shows
what the car is capable of—and #5 m.p.h. is possible
in circumstances not unduly favourable—yet the pre-
dominant characteristics are silence and smoothness
right through the range. While travelling at 40 to 50
m.p.h., or running, for instance, through a town,
there is practically nothing to show that an engine is
working at all, these being things which cannot but
endear a car like this to one very much indeed.

Too much em- .

phasis should not
be laid upon the
maximum of a ma-
chine of this type,
but good accelera-
tion is a point which
is becoming more
and more valuable,
even vital, on
present-day roads;
obviously the Mar-
mon  acceleration
figures are some-
thing quite out of
the ordinary, especi-
ally that for second
gear, remembering,
too, that the machine
with its load weighs
little short of two
tons. This, per-
haps most of all,
allows the big car to

THERE is everything to be said for a car which,
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Here the straight eight Marmon'

put up an extremely good average on a long run,

Added to all this, the car has very good brakes,
which in themselves are very smooth in action and do
not require unduly heavy pressure on the pedal, though
in braking hard from a relatively high speed, as opposed
to normal, everyday use, there is sometimes judder, as
the typically soft springs allow the back wheels to
bounce to a certain extent. The hand-brake lever is
well placed, and the brake itself powerful for holding
the car stationary. The suspension is admirably soft,
and absorbs shocks most comfortably, rough road sur-
faces affecting even the back passengers very little.

With the hydraulic shock absorbers set to give the
maximum comfort in
town and normal
work, the springs,
naturally, are allowed
considerable free-
dom, with the result
that at higher speed .
on the open road,
with the same set-
ting, there is some
body roll and fore-
and-aft movement if
the car has only one
or two occupants.
Again the old diffi-
culty arises of secur-
ing a compromise
between  springing
that is good with-a
light load and a
system that holds the
car on the road and
is comfortable with a
full load.
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Control as a whole is light;
the steering, of course, is low
geared, and has definite caster
action’; and the wheel is thin-
rimmed, while the clutch, it need
hardly be said, is first rate. It
is unnecessary to use the lowest

ratio of the four-speed gear box-

except for restarting on a gradi-
ent or in- emergency, and the
gear change handles well. Third
is a silent-running ratio and
very well worth having.
Speedometer readings com-
fortably reached on the three
indirects, by the way, were 18,
33 and 60 m.p.h., though, as a
matter of fact, the car will do
almost all its work on top gear
if the driver wishes. The slow

running on top, too, is remarkable, for with the ignition
retarded it is possible to run at rather less than 3 m.p.h.
up a slight gradient, as, for instance, in a traffic jam,

without snatch or jerk, and

smoothly, still not touching the gear lever, when the
Not every straight eight

road is clear once again.
seems to justify itself in

The interior is beauti-
fully finished, with thought
for the owner ; there is an
ashtray let into each of the
four doors ; a visor is fitted
inside the car to reduce "

this

dazzle; there is a dis-
appearing central armrest
for the back seat, as well
as armrests at the sides
and a completely equipped
companion behind the
front seat, which latter is
very easily adjustable fore
and aft, while occupied,
over a wide range of
travel. Further, the squab
of the seat is high and at
a comfortable angle, giving
full support to the back.
Three people can sit com-
fortably on either front or
back seat, and the leg
room everywhere is ample.
The single-panel wind-
screen opens out wide,
with a winding handle
control, and there are two
most efficient and con-
veniently controlled
ventilators in the top of
the scuttle. The indirectly
lighted instruments are
artistically grouped and
panelled, and include a
good fuel tank gauge, as
well as an engine ther-
mometer and trip-type

——

6-volt lighting set cuts in at 12 m.p.h., 10 amps. at 30
Weight :‘gq b - o
Price, with saloon body, £725.

b fizene,

The head lamps are

then accelerate away
not only all the lights,
horn as well.

really practical way.

MARMON 79 SALOON.

IGNITION
CONTROL

STRANGLER MANIFOLD

BRAKE
LEVER

GEAR LEVER
POSITIONS

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

%2.5 h.p., eight cylinders, 80.96 X 120.65 mm. (4,968 c.c.).
ax £33.

Wheelbase 10ft. 5in., track 4ft. 10in.
Overall hlolsﬂl 15ft. 11in., width 5ft. 10in.,
Tyres: 6.!

height 5ft. 10in.
» 19in. on detachable wire wheels.
axle A

Engine—rear cceleration from Timed speed
gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile
18.85to 1 -—
11.56 to 1 4} sec.
6.69 to 1 5% sec. 72.58 m.p.h.
471 to 1 7% sec.
Tur! circle: 45ft.
Tank capacity 18 gallons ; fuel consumption 12-15 m.p.g.

m.p.h.

31_FEET fram SOMPH.

August -8th, 1930.

AUTOCAR "’ - ROAD TESTS—(continued).

speedometer, though, as is
frequently the case, a clock is
not a standard fitting. In ad-
dition, an electric cigarette- and
pipe-lighter is built into the
instrument board.

All four doors can be locked,
and the six side windows -wind
up and down. General finish is
excellent, and the car as a whole
looks impressive, yet well pro- -
portioned, especially with the
wire wheels finished in a con-
trasting colour, as they were on
this particular car, the two
spare wheels, incidentally, being
locked to their brackets. On
this size of car the horizontal
bonnet louvres are somehow
most attractive.
good, as also is the dimming

device, and at a normal speed the dynamo output
balances the consumption with all the lights on.
single control at the centre of the steering wheel operates

A

but the starting motor and the

The engine is particularly clean; all the sparking

plugs, as well as the
ignition distributor, are
accessible; the wiring is
much neater than usual,
and properly protected.
Fuel feed is by means of
a mechanical pump, with
which is combined a glass
bowl filter, while a small
fire extinguisher is carried
beneath the bonnet.

The radiator shutters are
operated automatically by
a thermostat, and the
engine always starts very
easily indeed, and warms
up immediately, though
on a long run the tempera-
ture never rises unduly,
nor does the interior of the
car become at all hot,
while the oil consumption
seems to be low.

External equipment in-
cludes a strong luggage
grid, bumpers, and spring
gaiters ; furthermore, none
of the spring bolts requires
lubrication.

A pleasing car which,
considering the carrying
capacity and the per-
formance, is not expensive
and is a good example of
{| the modern American-
built machine designed on
lines attractive to those

used to European ideas.
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