May 2nd, 1930.

ROAD

o/,
Sk B AL (Y (AR
TES S

853

MARMON

“ 69 ”»

SALOON

Smooth Engine, Good Acceleration and Notable Attention to Detail.

The illustration above indicates the size of the Marmon “ 69" saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

‘X J ITH cars of American origin it is not always
obvious that special trouble has been taken by
the manufacturers to provide those little personal

touches which make so much difference to the pleasure

derived from using a car. Clearly, the new Marmon

““69,”” which actually is a 25.4 h.p. machine, has re-

ceived such attention and is all the better for it.

_For instance, a very neat removable ashtray is let into
the thickness of each of the doors, ashtrays being found
but rarely in the driving compartment of transatlantic
saloons. Then there are pockets in two of the doors;
a special visor fixed to the roof, inside the car, can be
lowered so as to shield the driver’s eyes from the sun
or from head lamp
glare; the wind-

screen opens out h '
fully with a neat
handle-type con- b
trol, and unusual il
care has been

i
i

&

taken to prevent
irritating  draughts
from entering
around the doors.
All of which, in a
sense, may seem to
be comparatively
small points, but in
practice mean
much to the future
owner.

Beyond all doubt
this Marmon, with
a very good straight
eight engine, and
considering that the

ably carry five persons, and the equipment includes wire
wheels, with two spare wheels, is extremely good value.
Moreover, the car looks really well, there being none of
that massive appearance sometimes noticeable, the
finish, with chromium, as usual, for the bright parts,.
being excellent.

The performance is just of that type which is exactly
right for the mass of owners of to-day. After starting
away on first, or on second on the level, the driver can
bring the gear lever back into the top gear position and
leave it there for the greater part of a day’s run. The
car will certainly run at 3 m.p.h. on top and then accele-
rate without snatch; in that respect and in the ability

of the engine to
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pull smoothly at
low speed on a gra-
dient, as, for in-
stance, after a traf-
fic check, can the
eight justify itself
in comparison with
a good six-cylinder
engine.

Since,  starting
from a standstill in
second gear at the
foot of a hill with a
section of genuine
I in 4 gradient, the
car will climb the
hill on that gear,
the speed not drop-
ping below 20
m.p.h., it follows
that on main road
hills which are un-

body can comfort-

usually steep the
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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—{(continued).

driver can defer changing down
to second until the road speed
has dropped as low as, say, 15
m.p.h., when, naturally, the
change presents very little diffi-
culty indeed. Actually, the gear
change as a whole is not diffi-
cult, the upward movement from

second to top requiring a rela--

tively long pause in neutral, the
lever, by the way, being very
conveniently placed.

The car handles very well, par-
ticularly in traffic, the steering
gear having exactly the right
ratio and the wheel itself being
thin-rimmed and comfortable to
hold. It is a particularly in-
teresting point that the steering
gear has definite caster action,

giving the car, therefore, automatic sense of direction.

The clutch is exceedingly smooth and the pedal action
light ; all the controls, in fact, are light, while the brakes
are decisive and not inclined to make the car deviate
from the straight course unless they are applied with
Worth-while points are that the
hand brake lever comes properly to hand and the brake

the utmost violence.

itself is capable of holding the ¢
Between 30 and 45
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ar stationary on I in 4.

holds the road well for a saloon
of this type.

A neat control at the centre of
the steering wheel operates the
starting motor and electric horn,
as well as switching on all the
lights, including the effective
dimming device, the head lamps
being much better than on very
many American cars. The side
lamps are mounted on the wings,
and with all lights on the current
output balances the consumption
at 25 m.p.h.

The instruments are grouped
and set in an artistic panel, and
they include a good fuel tank
contents indicator; there is no
clock, but an engine thermo-
meter is among the instruments,

it being particularly useful in conjunction with the
radiator shutters, which are opened and closed by a
control at the left of the instrument board.

The equipment, as usual, is very complete, including,
externally, bumpers and a strong luggage grid; the
upholstery is good and serviceable, and the seats are
comfortable, the one-piece driving seat being -easily
adjustable, while occupied, for reach. Apart from the

points mentioned earlier,

m.p.h. there is practically
no sound at all from the
engine other than the not
unpleasant hissing of air
entering the carburetter,
which is noticeable only
during acceleration, and
between those speeds the
car will cruise apparently
indefinitely without effort.
As the speed rises still more
there is not the correspond-
ing increase in the sound
of operation which might
be expected, nor does the
engine feel harsh. During
the timed test the speedo-
meter recorded 72 m.p.h.,
and the car, as a whole,
was not fully run in.

The springs are of the .
soft type which make the
riding comfortable for all
the occupants, almost irre-
jpective of road surface,
uch is their capacity for
1bsorbing shock, and in
doing so allow a good deal
of gentle up-and-down
movement of the body:
with - the hydraulic shock
absorbers doing rather
more work—which they
can well be made to do—
the car would be a thought
steadier on corners, though
in actual fact the Marmon
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all four doors can be
locked, ‘the six side win-
dows can be raised and
lowered, and the back
compartment has arm rests.

The engine is a great
deal neater than is often
the case; the sparking
plugs and ignition distri-
butor are very accessible,
and interesting details are
an air cleaner, oil cleaner,
and mechanical fuel pump,
with glass bowl filter, as
well as a thermostat, the
last-mentioned  enabling
the engine to warm up
quickly in the morning.
The oil filler is on the small

GEAR BRAKE  ACCELERATOR  GEAR LEVER side but is accessible, and
CEVER e PEDAL POSITIONS |3 has the dipstick combined
DATA FOR THE DRIVER. with it. On a fairly fast
25.4 h.p., eight cylinders, 71.43 x 108 mm. (3,460 c.c.). run the oil consumption
Tax £26. :
Wheelbase 9ft. 9in., track 4ft. Sin. was very low 1pdeed.
Overall length 15ft., width 5ft. 10in., height 5ft. 10§in. On the chassis the brake
:yr:u 29 x s-wlnk . onA‘ ‘le;;' "vlro heel o) L adjustments are accessible
ngine——rear ax ccel on from
ggeu ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } :&'n':. at the front' and less so at
et LRy 6045 m.pb. the back of the car, the
49to1 7} sec. brakes, by the way, being

Turning circle: 43ft.
Tank capacity 13 gallons, fuel consumption 16-19 m.p.g.

6-volt lighting set cuts in at 12 m.p.h., 10 amps. at 25 m.p.h.

Weight: 27 cwt. 2 gr. 23 Ib.
Price, with saloon body, £565.

34 FEET from SOMPH. E

operated by cables, which
cannot rattle, and the
spring extremities do not
require lubrication.

The Marmon was pro-
vided for test by the sole
concessionaires, Pass and
Joyce, Ltd.
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