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*“THE AUTOCAR’ ROAD TESTS—(continued)
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The illusiration above indicales the size, in feet, of the 39.2 h.p. Lincoln saloon

No. 640

rere)—39.2 h.p. LINCOLN SALOON

A Magnificent Town Carriage or an Extremely Fast Touring Car with an
Exceptional Performance

S one of the most expensive, as well as one of
A the biggest, cars in a country where the majority
of motor cars are cheap, the Lincoln is, in any
case, a machine out of the ordinary. In addition, it
is produced by the Ford Company, with the avowed
intention that price shall not be the determining factor
the whole time. These points, apart from what the
car does on the road, are sufficient to give the Lincoln
a background peculiar to itself.

At once it can be said that the latest model is as
impressive in performance as it is in appearance, which
is saying a great deal. It is definitely an advance on
its predecessor; not only is the maximum higher by
5 m.p.h., but a free-wheel type ‘gear box, with silent
second speed, adds the modern touch, while the frame
is even deeper, lower and more rigid than before, and
the new radiator shape is a decided improvement.

In spite of the increased performance the essential
smooth running of the engine has not been sacrificed,
and the Lincoln is extraordinarily well suited to the
work it is likely to be called upon to do principally—
namely, town use. But most decidedly the car has
another side to its
character, for on the open
road the big, heavy
machine is as fast as many
sports-type cars, and faster
than some, and wonderful
averages are possible on a
long journey, all without
suggestion that the engine
is really working at all.
Remembering the admir-
able qualities of the car as
a town carriage, it is ex-
tremely good that it should
be possible to hold 85
m.p.h.  Another thing,
equally remarkable in its
way, was that during the
speed test the speedometer
never read higher than 8o.

The acceleration figures are outstandingly good and,
in point of fact, come well within the sports-car
category, the figure for top gear being especially
notable. That 30 m.p.h. is possible on first gear,
again, is unusual, and the fact that the acceleration
time for this ratio is slightly longer than that for second
is because at 30 on first the engine is reaching its limit
of useful revolutions, whereas on second 45 is normal
and 50 a maximum.,

Gradients mean very little indeed to a car like this.
Average hills are taken fast on top, of course, but it
is also possible to approach the test hill, with its 1-in-4
maximum and 1-in-5 average gradient, at 25 m.p.h.
on top and go over the summit still on top, with the
speedometer at 17. Using first all the way from a
standing start, or starting on second from rest, the
hill can be climbed really fast.

As to the controls, the steering is light and now has
distinct caster action, which is a big improvement and
probably accounts for movement of the road wheels
being felt slightly on certain types of surfaces, though
this never becomes obtrusive, the wheel being best
held lightly. The latest
wheel is big and ‘thin-
rimmed.

As would be expected,
the clutch takes up the
drive very smoothly, while
the free wheel has entirely
altered the character of the
gear change. It is neces-
sary to use the clutch only
for starting, and after that
the clutch need not be
touched on the rare occa-
sions when it is required
to engage second gear. To
anyone accustomed to the
normal gear change it
actually seems easier at
the commencement to free
the clutch, while with the
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ordinary method of double-
declutching practically no skill
is required to change either up
or down.

Second gear is genuinely quiet
and the free wheel takes effect
on both top and second, but not
on first speed. By the simple
process of depressing the knob
in the top of the gear lever, get-
ting the engine pulling, and then
moving the lever slightly farther
into its slot, a normal drive is
obtained. Again, it seems more
natural to free the clutch, but
to do so is not essential. It is
interesting that, free wheeling
from a marked point, which was
passed at 50 m.p.h., the car

coasted for approximately nine-tenths of a mile.
Inevitably, with the free wheel in use much more
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AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued)

work is thrown on to the brakes, for which reason, in

particular, it would be better if the brake action were
a little lighter ; but with a car of this size the gliding
effect on a main road is delightful, though for a road
with many bends the machine seems steadier with the
Certainly, the brakes have the desirable

normal drive.
decisiveness; the shorter
stopping distance given
was obtained with the
drive locked up solid, and
is very good. The brakes
are apt to come on fiercely
in an emergency stop, as
represented by this test,
but there is no deviation
from the straight or pull on
the steering. The hand-
brake lever is convenient,
and the brake itself
properly effective.

Double-acting hydraulic
shock absorbers back up
the very long springs, and
the movement permitted
even on poor road surfaces
remains soft, which applies
also to the rear seat.

The car tested was the
first of the new series to
arrive in this country and,
incidentally, had left-hand
drive, but all the Lincolns
supplied have the controls -
normal for this country.
The body is a standard
type of saloon, very roomy
indeed for seven people at
need, there being two small
folding emergency seats,
though this particular
model is offered as only a
five-seater, and over-much
need not be said about the
body in question. It is
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sufficient that the upholstery is
beautifully done without being
unduly delicate, while the seat
at the front appears to be in
one piece, though actually it is
divided, and the driver’s section
can be adjusted instantly.

The latest instrument panel
has an engine thermometer, as
well as an electric clock and
accurate fuel gauge, all in-
directly lighted. At either side
are very deep cupboards, with
lids. An electric cigarette lighter
is incorporated in the panel, and
there is another in the back
compartment. The windscreen,
as well as the side and rear
windows, is fitted with safety

glass ; the screen opens wide, and has a good twin-blade
suction wiper; there are also two anti-dazzle visors.

Particularly neat and positive bonnet clips are used,

and the engine, with its two blocks of four cylinders
in V formation, is compact for the size and even more
beautifully finished externally than on last year’s car,
with plated and polished parts that are the very anti-
thesis of the average transatlantic power unit. The

carburetter is above and

IGNITION
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STRANGLER

LEVER BRAKE - LIGHTING
TROL LOCK

DATA FOR THE DRIVER
39.2 h.p., eight cylinders, 89 » 127 mm. (6,304 c.c.).
Tax £40.
‘Wheelbase 12ft. 1in. track 5ft.
Overall length 17ft. 8in., width 6ft., height 5ft. 10in.
Tyres: 19 X 7in. on detachabl
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between the two blocks of
cylinders, and is now a
down-draught type, with
a very big air cleaner and
intake silencer. The oil
level is shown by a float-
operated dipstick, which is
luminous, to show up at
night, and an unusual pro-
vision is a condenser for
the radiator.

Brake adjustment is
easily effected through a
small cover plate in each
drum ; the spring bolts re-
quire lubrication and the
springs themselves are en-
closed in metal gaiters.
There are two tail lamps,
each incorporating a re-
versing lamp, a luggage
grid, and two spare wheels
locked to their brackets.

With all lights on at

THROTTLE
CONTROL

£ )
»

heel

_ gear ratios. steady 10 to 30
13.35to 1 5% sec.
8.15t0 1 5} sec.
4.58 to 1 71 sec.

Turning circle: 52ft.
Tank capacity 23 gallons, fuel consumption 11 m.p.g.

6-volt lighting set cuts in at 7 m.p.h,, 17 amps. at 30 m.p.h,
Weight: 49 cwt. 3 gr. 19 1b.
Price, with five-seater saloon body, £1,595.

29FEET fiarzzr BOMP.H.

SOFEET fram SOM.PH.
with FREE WHEEL fn ACTION

Acceleration from

35 m.p.h. there is the un-
usual surplus of 6 amperes
for charging the battery.
Two electric horns are
provided, both controlled
by the one button.
To-day, with the detail
changes lately incor-
porated, the Lincoln is
entitled to a place in that
international class of cars
that stand right above the

Timed speed

m.p.h. over } mile.

84.90 m.p.h.
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general level.
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