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The illusivation above indicales the sise, in feel, of the two-litre six-cylinder Lea-Francis.

No. 621

Pseries’ ) —TWO-LITRE SIX-CYLINDER LEA-FRANCIS

- Refined, Fast Car which will be of Especial Appeal to Many People.

SSIDUOUS attention to the lessons which are
learned from racing has ensured for the Lea-
Francis touring cars of the past two valuable vir-

tues, a capacity to stand hard wear, and a notable
steadiness on the road. Test of the new model, the
two-litre six-cylinder ‘‘ Ace of Spades,”” brings to light
a car of a superlative nature, for smoothness, flexibility,
and an excellent turn of speed are allied with a saloon
body of capacious size and distinct comfort.

This new six-cylinder engine pulls suavely and easily,
and has flexibility sufficient to enable the peaceable kind
of driver to do most things on top gear. Nevertheless,
the car, when-taken on the track, appeared to display
a positive eagerness to make a good showing; it ran
up to the same creditable maximum of nearly 74 m.p.h.
at every attempt, and was apparently willing to con-
tinue the performance indefinitely.

The speed attained is good for two litres when pro-
pelling a saloon body of some size, and in complete
touring trim. On third gear the
car will reach just about 60
m.p.h., at which road speed the
engine is turning over at about
4,500 r.p.m. It follows, there-
fore, that cruising speeds may be
sufficiently high to provide very
good averages from place to
place without conscious effort
and without wild driving.

Gas distribution and carbura-
tion as provided by the down-
draught-type carburetter are
happy, and the car will acceler-
ate quite smoothly away from
5 m.p.h. on top gear. Accelera-
tion is clean, and at the higher
ranges of speed is even more

ings for which it is responsible are pleasing. rather than
trying, as if it were asking to be given its head. In

-the neighbourhood of 3,500 r.p.m. a slight vibration

is apparent, but disappears quickly as the speed rises.

One of the main features of the Lea-Francis is the
way it holds the road. It is low-built, and the spring-
ing is comfortable, steady, and not inclined to allow
passengers to be thrown about when travelling fast, and
there is a feeling of complete security on wet surfaces,
as well as on dry. High speeds over normal roads cer-
tainly do not discommode passengers in the rear seats.

It is a car having latent speed which can be used
without strain. The driver finds himself very comfort-
ably seated with the steering wheel close up to him in
a position where the arms can exercise the fullest pos-
sible control. The gear lever, which is on the right-
hand side, is of a convenient length, and is placed just
where it is wanted. It is a peculiarity of the steering
that it should show relatively little caster action, which
at first feels a little strange, but
on closer acquaintance it is
realised that the steering is par-
ticularly free from any kind of
road shock, and is positive, so
that the course can be kept with
accuracy.

The four-speed gear box is of
a new type and is accompanied
by a plate clutch which takes up
its work very smoothly, the
combination being schemed in
such a manner that, without
the use of any form of clutch
stop, a very quick gear change
is natural, which is precisely
what the driver wants for a
sporting type of wvehicle. On

satisfying. The engine runs the other band, this particular
smoothly, if not absolutely gear change is not at all a diffi-
quietly, but the little murmur- . cult one to handle, and the
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penalty for any
misjudgment is
only the mildest
of grating noises.
The gear ratios
are fairly high,
and closely re-
lated. All the
changes require
about the same
treatment, just
a light, quick
movement. On
the indirect
gears the box is
not noisy, but,
at the same time,

it is not dead silent, for it emits mildly
musical notes which are not unpleasant.
It will be noticed from the table that
the brakes render a very fair account of themselves in
the distance taken to stop the car from 30 m.p.h., but
it is also necessary to mention that they work very well
indeed at all speeds, for there is a minimum of lost
motion between movement of the pedal and the actual
application of the brake shoes. There is no need to
exert any heavy pressure, and the driver gets the impres-

sion that every pound he
is putting into the opera-
tion is being used at once,
and nothing wasted
through springing or bind-
ing. Even when applied
vigorously the brakes go
on smoothly, and do not
tend to make the car
diverge from its course.
The effectiveness is largely
due to the use of a cross-
shaft of great rigidity,
carried on ball bearings.

Brake adjustment is
carried out individually ;
there is no main adjust-
ment, for it is not con-
sidered necessary. Wing
nuts for the rear brakes
can immediately be
reached if the back doors
of the body are opened,
and a hand inserted in the
hole in the valances, whilst
the front brake fly-nuts are
exposed if the apron over
the front dumb-irons is
lifted.

A feature of the equip-
ment which appeals to the
driver is that in addition,
to the speedometer there
is an engine revolution
counter and also a thermo-
meter.

Regarding general ac-
cessibility for maintenance
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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(Continued).

2-LITRE SIX LEA-FRANCIS SALOON.

ENGINE LIGHTING
swn-cu CONTROL

STARTER
SWITCH

PEDAL

|
LAMP
DIPPER
CONTROL

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
15.7 h.p., six cylinders, 65 x 100 mm. (1,991 c.c.).

Tax £16.

Wheelbase 9ft. 6in., track 4ft. 2in. - 4
Overall length 14ft. 1lin., width 5ft. 4in., height 5ft. 5in.
Tyres: 29 » 5.00in. on detachable wire wheels,

Engine-—rear axle
gear ratios.
15.05 to 1
94 to1
6.45 to 1
4.7 to1
Turning circle 43(t.

Acceleration from Timed speed
steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over | mile.
6% sec.
8} sec.
13 sec. 73.80 m.p.h.

Tank capacity 10 gallons, fuel consumption 24 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 14 m.p.h., 8 amps. at 30 m.p.h,

Weight: 25 cwt. 1 qr.

Price, with coachbuilt saloon body, £495.

37 FEET FROM 30 M-PH- 'a
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and attention ; under the
right-hand side of the
bonnet are the carburetter
and the mechanically
operated fuel pump, both
high up on the engine
and easily reached, whilst
at the side of the crank

its vernier coupling, is
quite accessible. - The
sparking plugs are on
this side of the engine
and project almost hori-
zontally, and each one is
easily detachable with
the aid of a long box
spanner provided in the
tool-kit.

The dipstick for ascer-

taining the oil level and the oil filler are close together,
whilst lower down, by the side of the crank case, the
brushes of the starting motor may be reached. In-
cidentally, there is a cover plate on the reverse side of
the clutch pit, which can be reached after the ramp
boards are removed, to give access to the starter pinion.

Because there are no shackles on the springs, chassis

lubrication is reduced to a
minimum. The batteries
are beneath the driver’s
seat, and there is a tool
locker beneath the rear
floorboards. There is a
fuel tank gauge and a
two-way petrol tap keeps
a supply in reserve.

In general, the coach-
work is very well finished,
with furniture hide uphol-
stery. Of the six windows,
the rearmost pair are
fixed, but are unusually
large. The front seats are
very comfortable, are
separate, and instantly ad-
justable, whilst the back
compartment affords as
much leg room as anyone
could wish. The head lamp
reflectors have an electrical
dip and switch control.
There are two spare
wheels provided.

Altogether, the new two-
litre six-cylinder Lea-
Francis is up to the high
standard to which the
makers have adhered in
the past, and, addition-
ally, the car possesses a
fine performance, plenty of
flexibility, and marked re-
finement. There are many
people to whom it will
make a special appeal.
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