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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

17 h.p. LANCIA WEYMANN SALOON
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Controllability and Responsiveness Keynotes of Fast and Exceptionally

Well-sprung Cars.

HE main appeal of the

Lancia is, and always has

been, difficult to express in
words, because there is no phrase
to indicate at once that it is the
car as a whole, rather than a
summary of its performance or
a description of its details, which
attracts.

The only way to deal with the
question is to say that it is one
of those rare machines over
which the driver knows that he
has full and complete control
from the very moment that the
car moves away from rest.
Really there is more in the matter
than that alone. One’s natural
feeling is that the car can be
made to do exactly what one
wishes, can, as the phrase goes,
‘“ be steered over a halfpenny ”’
at any speed, and that it will
obey instantly and effectively the
slightest desire of the man at the
wheel.

Part of this personality, as it
were, is due to an unusually
comfortable driving seat, and to
the fact that the brake and gear
levers and the pedals all seem to
be in exactly the right places.
The seat itself is firm and rigid,
giving ample support to the
driver when the car is cornering
fast ; this in itself is a much more
important matter than many
people realise.

Recently The Autocar was en-

abled to try two cars, both of the same type.
model and the other had been
adapted for use in last year’s Italian 1,000-mile race,
in which event it performed extraordinarily well. In
the case of the ordinary car the best test of its capabili-
ties was provided when an opportunity arose to take it car.

the ordinary tourin

. 17 h.p., four cylinders, 82.5':120 mm. (2,570 c.c.).
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Tax, £17.

Wheelbase 16tt. 2in., track 4ft. 7in.

Overall length 13ft. 5in., width 5ft. 6in., height 5ft. {in.
Tyres: 1450 on d hable wire wh

Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
13.3 25 —
7.9 44 6! sec.
6.02 57 8! sec.
4.16 70 13 sec.

Tank capacity 15 gallons, fuel consumption 20-22 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 12 m.p.h.

Weight 27 cwt. 2 qgr.

Price, with Weymann saloon body, £895.

21 FEET from 25 M.P.H. ‘l

One was speed is, in any case, extremely
good, and one would not imagine
that anyone, however prejudiced
in this connection, could object
to the left-hand control in this

A gradient of 1 in 6} was

really fast up a long
zig-zag  gradient,
with a very bad
surface, at a time
when the road was
slippery. In such
circumstances it is
necessary for a car
to answer exactly to
all its controls, to
‘“ broadside ’’ on
the least acute of
the curves, and to
get round the
sharper hairpin in-
cluded in this road
even if the front
wheels skid, as they
did. The gears
have to be changed
rapidly and often to
enable the best re-
sults to be obtained.
There are not many
cars that would
undertake this par-
ticular climb as well
as did the Lancia
on this occasion.
As to whether

- the longer gear

lever now used is
better than the
earlier shorter de-
sign it is difficult to
say. There were
attractions in the
shorter lever,
though the longer
one  undoubtedly
makes it easier to
feel the gears, but
the gear change at
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«“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

climbed easily, at a good speed, on third gear, and
although it was not possible to obtain an accurate maxi-
mum on top, 70 m.p.h. is about the figure.

The Lancia front suspension has been one of the great
features of the design from its inception. Experience
over a period of years with different models goes to con-
firm the fact that the suspension is exceptionally good,
far better, in fact, than that of most cars. The steering
has ample caster action, giving the automatic return of
the wheels after a sharp corner which is so valuable, and
ensuring that the car holds the road as though glued to
it either when cornering or at speed on the straight.

Curiously, from the driving seat the ordinary model
does not seem to be low, although in actual fact, as the
illustration shows, it is low enough. This feeling is due
to the presence of a frame cross-member just below the
seat ; when the seat is made adjustable, as in the touring
model, it has to be placed higher than would be the
case with a rigid seat. There is another interesting
point. The deep wells in the driving compartment, and
on either side of the gear box, give the occupants of
the front seats a normal seating position, that is to say,
the seat cushion is not on the floorboards but is relatively
high. Provided the seat is comfortable, this is an easier
position than any other for long-distance driving.

Power with Flexibility.

The four-cylinder engine has the hard feeling which
comes of power and is more flexible than one would ex-
pect, though the car as a whole is not designed to do
all its work on top gear. The gradual rise in the stan-
dard by which the silence of a car is judged has had
one interesting effect in that, compared with other
machines of to-day, the Lancia engine is not quiet,
though it must be said in its favour that in a very short
time the engine noise is forgotten.

On the touring model tested the brakes were very
good, certain and effective, while the 1,000-mile race
car was better still, in that the stopping distance from
25 m.p.h. was 17ft. The brake adjustment is not too
convenient.

The tool box is carried on the running board, and is,
therefore, exposed to the weather; it has an ingenious

WHEN

combination lock. Fresh oil is fed slowly by a pump
to the engine sump from a separate oil tank. This
arrangement, incidentally, makes replenishment an easier
matter, since only the separate tank need be filled. The
standard car carries one spare wheel at the rear behind
the big luggage container ; the single-panel front screen
can be raised to ventilate the interior of the saloon, the
instrument board is illuminated and contains a revolu-
tion counter ; the switchboard fuses are accessible,

The speedometer is now provided with a trip, as well
as with an ordinary, mileage recorder, and the contents
of the main fuel tank are shown by a gauge on the
instrument board. The saloon body of the car tested,
shown in the illustration overleaf, is shorter than usual,
but even so it has been possible to provide comfort for
the two rear passengers, while at the rear an additional
spare wheel has been fitted as an extra.

Not a Racing Car.

By comparison with the ordinary car, the 1,000-mile
race machine accelerated slightly better, the times from
10-30 m.p.h. on the four gears being respectively 6, 7,
9%, and 12 seconds, while the maxima on those gears
were higher, 32 m.p.h. on first and 65 m.p.h. on third
being examples. The maximum it was possible to
obtain on top when the car was tried was 75 m.p.h.
This car is not, of course, a racing machine, but is
simply an ordinary car slightly faster than usual and
equipped for high speeds over long distances.

This type has an interesting system of double vacuum
fuel feed to the carburetter, either tank or both being
brought into operation by a combination of taps, so that
there shall be no fear of the carburetter being starved
on long runs up the mountains of the 1,000-mile race
course. The whole of the tail compartment is taken
up by the fuel tank, luggage space being deleted in
favour of this component; a big tank filler projects
through the top of the tail.

With such a machine it should certainly be possible
to keep up a high average speed on any course com-
posed mainly of curves and sharp corners. The ‘special
vacuum feed tank is illustrated on another page in this
issue under the heading ‘‘ Innovations.””’

TO MOTOR?

The Answer to the Question is ‘“ Whenever Possible.”’

S there are only three alternatives to motoring—
A walking, flying, and taking a taxi, bus, or train
—it is fairly easy to decide which is the most
suitable way of covering the ground on given occasions.
But what is more difficult is to understand why these
alternatives are chosen so frequently. Sometimes one
comes across men and women who, calling themselves
motorists, use their cars so comparatively infrequently
that the occupants of their motor houses are in the
nature of white elephants. When caught patronising
the taxi, train, or shanks’ mare, and asked the reason
why, their reply is usually that “ it is quicker,”” or “ less
bother,”” or ‘‘ cleaner.”” The one excuse too indefensible
to give is that ** it is cheaper.”’

If a bus fare be a cheaper form of travel than travel-
ling by car, there is something radically wrong with the
car. Even if the car’s cost works out at three-halfpence
a mile as against the bus charge of a penny, there is

saving to be effected in time, energy, and comfort by
using the car. And, for all the scarcity of parking places
in towns and cities, the majority of men and women
who face the problem honestly will admit that it is still
more convenient to go by car than by bus or by taxi.
Those who would disprove this statement by leaving
their cars behind them must generally confess to lazi-
ness, or to an unconquered fear of traffic-driving, as the
motive of their action. The claim that a bus is quicker
and cleaner may be true in the case of the motorist who
is incapable either of travelling faster than he can walk,
or of putting brush or duster to his car now and again ;
admittedly, the train is often the quickest way of cover-
ing the ground, and the aeroplane the cleanest means.
But the case for the car holds good most of the time.
Without exaggeration, the answer to the query,
““ When shall I go by car? " is, ‘* Whenever possible! *’
M..]J.

. "

S

LS




