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Road Tests Showing Principal Characteristics

B Motor

THE STRAIGHT -EIGHT LANCHESTER

The Latest Product of One of the Oldest of

- British Car Manufacturers-

Tho car tested, which was fitted with a five-

loon body of hand

HE Lanchester has always been

a high-grade car. It ranks
among the best-made and most
highly priced automobiles in the
world. It combines a good per-
formance with the greatest comfort
and luxury which modern motor
engineers can provide.

The 30 h.p. straight-eight Lan-
chester was first introduced about
two years ago. Since then it has
been systematically improved in
detail, and the model which we re-
cently tested was a fine example of
i&ritish automobile engineering at its

est.

Although fitted with a four-speed
gearbox, the Lanchester *eight” is
for all practical purposes a two-
speed car. On all ordinary occa-
sions one starts on the fairly high
third gear of 6.75 to 1. The clutch
is so smooth that the drive is taken
up almost unobserved by the pas-
sengers, and at walking pace one
can engage top gear and stay in 1it.

No Driving Fatigue.

The steering is so light, the sus-
pension so cushioned, yet firm, and
the operation of the brakes so easy
that long distances can be covered
without a vestige of fatigue being
felt by the driver. Very often driv-
ing a really large saloon car through
dense traffic is something of an
ordeal to those not accustomed to
cars of this type. The driver of the
smallest *baby” car could, how-
ever, step into the Lanchester and

me appearance.

drive it in busy streets without find-
ing it in the slightest degree clumsy
or awkward to handle.

We took over the car in the heart
of the City and drove out of town
as if we had been used to handling
the car for years. On reaching one
of the new arterial roads we only
realized that we were travelling at
50 m.p.h. when this was pointed out
by one of the passengers. From the
silence of the engine and the smooth

CAR TESTED: Lanchester straight-
6'“ chassis price £1,325,
IN| 8 Blght c Nndcn, overhead

eto and

coll (dnal) l‘n“lon, Lon 8.7 mm. i

stroke, 114 mm , ty, 4,“0: O
R.A.C. mlnf

TRANSMISSION : Slnxu- late clutch,

four-forward-. d gearbox, enclosed

propeller shaft, worm -and- wheel

pnal drive
SPEED ON GEARS : Top (4.375t0 1), 72
gh., 3rd (6.75 to 1), 55§ m.p.h.;
2nd and 1st speed ra!loo are 11.5 to l
17.5 to 1 respective
SUSPRNSION emi - clﬁptlc front
springs, cantilever rear springs,
&wx shock absorbers, Dunlop 32-in.
by 6-in. lyru
BRAKES : edal-opcratcd fonr-whnl
brakes with D dre servo
hand lcdvcr.comroh rear brakes by
nden
PBTR L SYSTEM : IC-(aﬂon rear tank
and vacuum f«d, consumption, 14

Tuﬁﬁuz:’ CIRCLES: Right, 55 ft.;

left

DIMENSIONS : Wheelbase, 11 ft. 10 ins.;
track, 4 ft. 8 lns.. overall lcrqth, 16 ft.

“’? ins.; width, 5 ft. 7 ins.

IGHT (as lntcd, unladen) : 42 cwt.

LANCHESTER MOTOR CO., LTD.,

Monlf]omcry St. .&‘Blri:i hu'r‘lv u'nd
ndon,

running of the car we would
scarcely have imagined that we were
doing more than half that speed.
Indeed, the speed is so0 deceptive and
effortless that it was necessary to
slow down sooner for cross-roads
and bends than one would otherwise
have thought of doing, although, as
there is no sign of rolling on corners
and riding is steady even on bad sur-
faces, ordinary curves in the road
can be taken without appreciably
slackening speed,

Brooklands was our objective, but
the conditions, unfortunately, were
as bad as they could possibly be.
Rain fell in torrents and was swept
along by a strong wind. Water lay
in sheets on the concrete. What
with the low barometric pressure it
was not to be expected that the
engine would give of its best, while
tyres with a tread designed in the
first instance for silent running
could not be expected to grip well
on wet and sometimes slippery con-
crete when the brakes were fully
applied. Under these conditions the
results obtained may be regarded as
most satisfactory.

Acceleration Tests.

The acceleration on top gear
proved all that the average driver
of a large car could desire, while
a drop to the relatively low third
gear gave acceleration figures which
would satisfy the most eritical.

As the gear change is singularly
easy and rapid a driver anxious to
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make the most of his acceleration
could therefore use third gear when
required up to speeds of about a
genuine 55 m.p.h., but, as a matter
of fact, so smooth and easy is the
acceleration on top gear that there
is really :no temptation to improve
the get-away by changing down.

Thanks to the fitting of an effi-
cient thermostat, which commences
to open at between 160-165 degrees
Fahrenheit, the engine rapidly
attains its most efficient running
temperature, and: only a lap or so
of Brooklands track was necessary
to work the car up to its maximum
speed. This was found to be in the
region of 72 m.p.h., which, consider-
ing the weight of the car (42 cwt.)
and the wind resistance of the large
saloon body, may be regarded as
very creditable.

When we came to try the brakes,
however, we were handicapped by
two factors; one was the rain-
drenched condition of the track, so
that a certain amount of water was
inevitably splashed into the brake
drums, thus reducing the effective
friction of the linings, while the
specially made tyres, to give silent
running, had circumferential ribs,
which offered no resistance to slid-
ing in a forward direction. We
have no doubt at all that had the
track been dry and tyres with trans-
verse grooves in the tread been
fitted, very much better results
would have been obtained.

The layout of the brake gear pro-
vides for a comparatively easy appli-
cation of the brakes, apart from the
additional force applied by the
Dewandre vacuum servo.

We subsequently essayed the
climb of the Brooklands test hill,
which has an ultimate slope of 1 in
4 for a distance of over 154 ft., the

MPH,

average gradient of the entire hill
being 1 in 5. From a standing start
at the foot of the 1-in-8 section the
test hill was climbed very easily on
the second-speed ratio of 11.5 to 1
in 17.4 secs., which is equivalent to
13.8 m.p.h. The top of the hill was
crested at 20 m.p.h. by speedo-

unaltered, for the policy of the Lan-
chester Motor Co., Ltd., is to incor-
porate improvements from time to
time instead of definitely dating
their models as leaving the works,
for example, in 1928 and 1929 or
1930.

Changes which have been made
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The impressive overhead-camshaft engine ; note the two ignition units.

meter. A second attempt on first
speed reduced the time to 15 secs.

For such a large car—the wheel-
base is 11 ft. 10} ins.—the turning
circles were most satisfactory.

The general design of the straight-
eight 30 h.p. Lanchester, as can be
seen from the condensed specifica-
tion which we publish, has remained

. since we last tested this model in-

clude new spring mountings, the
adoption of Luvax shock absorbers
and a Dewandre servo-motor, the

_use of Elektron light alloys in place

of aluminium for many parts, a re-
designed exhaust manifold, and the
standardizing of Lucas P.100 D.B.
headlamps.

Summing up our impressions of

;/ the car, therefore, we may say that
the Lanchester 30 h.p. straight-eight
:,m‘?:‘::;“::: is a really well-designed automobile
third gears. of the highest grade, in which quite
(Below, left) Pro- Obviously no expense has been
portions of the Spared in striving for what the
saloon body. designers believe to be the ideal.
c HEST! (Below) Braking Our only regret was that the
3 figures obtained ° exigencies of time did not permit us
Rolap - Wer G under bad weather  making our test so long as we should
conditions. have preferred, for the charm of
driving the car is such that we
should have thoroughly enjoyed a
journey to Scotland and back.
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