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THREE-LITRE LAGONDA WEYMANN SALOON

Thoroughbred Car which is Unusually Attractive from Every Point of View.
The illustration above indicates the size of the 3-litre Lagonda Weymann saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

HE three-litre six-cylinder Lagonda is an unusually
fascinating car of a type which has been developed
only of recent years as a combination of the sports

car with the normal touring machine, having an
exceptional top gear performance.

If the gear box be used as the gear box of a sports or
speed model should be used, the car has a really impres-
sive performance, especially if the close ratio third is
used at quite high speeds, so much so that it is an
eminently satisfactory car for competition work, having
just that suggestion of the genuine thoroughbred which
makes all the difference in the world in the opinion of
the specialist or the genuinely enthusiastic driver.

On the other hand, if a driver is not in the mood for
the more exciting business of driving the car in com-
petition fashion, then, with the gear lever in the top
gear slot, the machine can be converted into a totally
different car, with a range of from six m.p.h. to the
maximum. Moreover, it does its work with no suggestion
of fierceness and without being difficult to drive,
principally because the carburation is good, so that there
is neither irregular firing nor flat spot when accelerating
from low speeds.

When first this model was tested it possessed one of
those sonorous exhausts which
delight the heart of the en-
thusiast but are extremely un-
popular with the general public,
a trouble that has been remedied
without apparently affecting the
machine’s performance. The
earlier car also was much more
sensitive to the ignition, due
probably to a higher compression
ratio.

The future owner can have
either the close ratio gear box
which was fitted to the chassis
tested or a wider ratio which is
more suitable for the hills of
modern long-distance competi-
tions, and probably more

suitable for general all-round use by the average owner.
The car is quiet and smooth, the engine particularly
so, and the gear noise, especially on third, is* not
abnormal. That the machine has ample speed is vouched
for by the timed quarter of a mile, during which the
speedometer registered 81 m.p.h.

All the controls are light, the clutch action is soft
and progressive, brakes are sensitive and really powerful,
the hand brake being powerful also and its lever well
placed, while the racing type pawl is really worth having.
For fast work the shock absorbers should be kept
sufficiently tight to make the springs on the hard side,
whereby the car gains in stability on corners, holds the
road well, and can be placed exactly where the driver
desires. Less shock absorber pressure correspondingly
softens the springs as requisite.

The steering is really good, the wheel spring-spoked,
and the rim thin with notches that just suit the hand.
Pneumatic upholstery and really well-shaped separate
adjustable front seats make the car very comfortable,
and the rear seats, by reason of wells sunk in the floor-
boards, are just as comfortable, a point that was fully
proved in out-of-the-ordinary conditions when an open
car of this type was tried out during the London-Exeter.

The cycle type mudguards are
really sturdy, do not greatly
reduce the steering lock as this
type of guard generally does, and
give the driver a more accurate
guide as to the position of his
front wheels than is possible with
any other type of guard, while
the appearance of the car is all
the better for this touch of the
sports model. A long running
board protects the fore end of
the rear mudguard from that
continuous bombardment by grit
and small stones thrown up from
the front tyres, which often
utterly destroys the paint when
cycle type mudguards are used.
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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

journeys this car
more than most
can maintain a
really high
average without
fatiguing its
driver or its crew,
a feature due to
nothing that can
be defined
exactly but rather
to the combina-
tion of a consider-
able number of
different things
which make just

The position of the tool kit is much more im-
portant than most people imagine, for in the
natural run of things it seems always to happen

all the difference

in the world to a machine used for big distances.

Throughout the car it is obvious that the future owner
has been considered, and an attempt made to satisfy
or provide for his every wish. The main instruments
are well grouped and well lighted, a good fuel tank level
indicator being included, but the auxiliary instruments,
which include a revolution counter, are immediately in
front of the driver, with their own system of lighting,

and the Setalite, which
switches on the lamps auto-
matically at the correct
time, is fascinating.

This device is quite
simple to operate, and it
is at its best when the car
has to be left in a parking
place a considerable time
before the hour for light-
ing-up, during which
period the owner of the car
has to transact business of
uncertain duration. . All
that has to be done then
is to set the dial to the re-
quired number of minutes
before the lamps should be
lit, then switching on the
lamps, or, rather, putting
the lamp switch to the
““on”’ position, whereupon
at exactly the right moment
the side and tail lamps are
illuminated.

Behind the squab of the
rear seat is a very useful
little compartment for small
articles, under the seat
cushions a much bigger
compartment for the larger
tools, the normal tool kit
being unusually well
housed, each spanner in its
proper place, in the cover
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
19.28 h.p., six cylinders, 72 x 120 mm. (2,931 c.c.).
Tax £20.
Wheelbase 10ft. 9in., track 4ft. 8in.
Overall length 15ft. 1in., width 5ft. 7in., height 5f¢t. 10}in.
Tyres : 33 x 6in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed

gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h.. over } mile.
12.886 5§ sec.
8.052 74 sec.

5.154 11 sec. 75.31 m.p.h.
4.1 14§ sec.

Turning circle, 47ft.

Tank capacity 20 gallons ; fuel consumption 20 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 25 m.p.h., 16 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
Weight : 32 cwt.

Price, with Weymann saloon body, £1,100.

that one requires
some item of that
kit at the most
awkward  pos-
sible moment;
for example,
when the car has
its full load of
passengers and
as much luggage
- as possible. In
4~ such circum-
~ stances it is a
long and ex-
tremely annoying
business if the
occupants of the
rear seats have

to be turned out of the car to enable the tool locker to
be reached if the kit is either below the floorboards or
under the rear seat cushion; while tool boxes in the
driving compartment, however cleverly arranged, are
generally difficult to get at when the occasion arises, and

are seldom convenient at
night time. Tool boxes in
the running board, unless
very beautifully made, are
too often full of water ; but
the position chosen on this
car seems to be quite free
from defects and certainly
allows every item of the
kit to be accessible.

The rear window blind
can be lowered from the
driving seat, all doors can
be locked, the window on
the driver’s side has quick-
acting mechanism so that it
can be lowered instantly if
hand signals become neces-
sary ; above the windscreen
are two effective ventila-
tors, the windscreen itself
will open and has twin
wipers. There is even a
plug carrier ; a fog lamp is
part of the standard equip-
ment, and the main head
lamps are very powerful
and have a good dimming
device, while the side
lamps can be tilted as
required quite easily.
Even the Rudge wheel
hammer is in a special case
in the driving compart-
ment. In fact, the

of the luggage container, Lagonda three-litre is a
where it is readily available. 38 FEET from 30 M.P.H. dﬂ really thoroughbred, sturdy
The luggage container itself machine, which is un-
has fitted trunks. usually attractive.
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