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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued)
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The illustraiion above indicates the size, in feet, of the 3-litre Lagonda * Special” tourer

P —3-LITRE LAGONDA “SPECIAL” TOURER

Comfort of an Ordinary Machine Combined with the Liveliness of a Sports Car

O long as enthusiasts remain who find in motoring
something far above a means of progression cars
such as the Lagonda will flourish ; so long as cars

like the Lagonda are built this form of immense
enthusiasm will continue. The two things are insepar-
able, put whichever statement first you will.

The 3-litre six-cylinder is a car which fascinates,
whatever it is asked to do; and that is no mere phrase.
Long ago the idea was exploded that a car with a
high performance must necessarily be difficult to handle
and intractable at low speed, as in traffic, but the
Lagonda has an altogether exceptional flexibility and
smoothness in that it can be driven for nearly the whole
of a day’s run on top gear, given intelligent use of the
ignition control alone,.

That, however, is losing one of the great charms of
the machine, wonderfully though it performs on top
gear, and it is by bringing the indirects into play,
frequently and at relatively high speed, that the car
is made to live, yet the fn'esent model is, moreover,
particularly quiet; normal change-up speeds on first
and second are 25 and 40 m.p.h., while on third a
speedometer reading of 70 is comfortable. The gear
change, with its right-hand
lever, is ideal for the type
of car, quick, light and
sensitive.

There is no intention
that the 3-litre shall be
the fastest car of the range.
In fact, the makers claim
a modest 80 m.p.h.,
whereas the timed speed is
well above that figure,
and, remember, that is an
average over a measured
distance. This is somehow
characteristic of the works,
and another interesting
point is that immediately
prior to the test the car,
by no means new in any
case, had come in from a

long run. However hard the car is driven there is
not the slightest suggestion that anything is being over-
stressed ; the engine temperature remains consistent,
and at the end the performance is exactly the same as
at the beginning. This was shown in no uncertain
way by the timed speed test being made after the car
had done a fast run to the West Country, several trials
hills being climbed on the way.

It is possible to maintain a magnificent average with-
out necessarily using the maximum at all, for the
cruising speed is anywhere up to 70 on the speedometer.
On corners it is sufficient to say the car has that
stability without which it could never appeal as it does,
while the suspension, even at low speed, is not at
all hard for the type of car.

To handle the car is a pleasure in itself. Every
control is in just the right position, the steering wheel
is big, with a thin, notched rim and spring spokes.
There is neither too much nor too little caster action,
no trace of road shock is transmitted to the driver, and
the steering is pleasingly light. The brake action, too,
is light normally, a fair amount of pressure being
required to effect a rapid stop from speed. Although

' the stooping figure is not
so good as would be ex-
pected, it is certain that
the linings were worn and
the brakes not adjusted
individually to the best ad-
vantage, the all-important
fact remaining that the
brakes are entirely ade-
quate to the speed of the
car. The hand-brake lever
is really convenient, and
the brake powerful; the
racing-type pawl mechan-
ism is worth having.

The pedals are adjust-
able, while the bucket-
type front seats hold one
firmly and most comfort-
ably, it being possible to
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adjust them while occupied, and,
an important point, there is
ample elbow room.

The panelled instruments are
indirectly lighted, there being an
accurate fuel gauge and an
engine thermometer, as well as
a clock, while the rev. counter
has its own green-tinted light.
On the left of the panel is a
useful cubby hole.

An outstanding feature is that
the Lagonda is a -comfortable
touring-type car, with the com-
fort and convenience of such a
machine, but possessing, in
addition, the performance of a

sports car.

body, and the

protection for a back pas-
senger if it is not desired
to raise the hood.

As compared with the
car tested, the latest
models have an extra door
to the back compartment,
there is a folding central
arm-rest for the back seat,
which is lower, while the
screen is now a single
panel which opens wide,
and the side of the body is
cut away still more to give
greater room for the
driver’s right elbow. The
screen on the car in
question was the older
two-panel type, with a
twin-blade electric wiper.

The engine has that
beautiful finish and solidity
of appearance, as it were,
which at once suggest the
thoroughbred. All the
plugs are accessible with a
box spanner, a spare set
being mounted on the
engine side of the dash-
board. A magneto seems
unusual nowadays, and the
contact breaker and dis-
tributor face conveniently
outwards; the two car-
buretters are high and
accessible, the fuel feed is
by a mechanical pump
and there are two glass

Thus the occupants sit well within the
back seat
curiously, seems sometimes to be considered unneces-
sary when the performance is of an exceptional order.
All the upholstery is pneumatic and the back squab
is deep, while the leg room everywhere
Further, the hood is good, is firmly secured against
rattle when it is down, and there are rigid side screens,
carried normally behind the back seat.
cover is an essential, providing, by the way, emergency

is comfortable, which,
are clipped in position

is ample. the wings do not perm

The tonneau adjustment is accessible

and is operated by the

3-LITRE LAGONDA ¢“SPECIAL"™ TOURER.
IGNITION
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
20 h.x.. six cylinders, 72 x 120 mm. (2,931 c.c.).
T 20

ax 5

Wheelbase 10ft. 9in., track 4ft. 8in.
Overall length 14ft. 'Iln.‘Y width 5ft, 6in., height 5ft. 7in.
Tyres: 31 x 5.25in. on detachable wire wheel

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed
steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile.

ACCELERATOR
PEDAL

12.88 to 1 -
8.05 to 1 5‘ sec.
5.15 to 1 sec.
1 10} sec. 82.95 m.p.h.

.1 to
Tank ‘Kadd"tl; 96 gailons, fuel tion 20
'ank ca| allons consumption m.p.g.
12-volt lighting u% cuts in at 20 m.p.h., 10 amps. at go m.p.h.
(two-rate charging).
Weight: 30 cwt. 1 gr.
Price, with four-seater tourer body, £1,000.

_BAFEET from BOMPH.

bowl filters, while the tap for the
reserve supply of two gallons is
clearly marked as to the relative
positions.

The oil filler is big and con- °

venient, and combined with the
cap is the dipstick; the sump
can be drained by means of a
control close to the filler ; there
is a big filter, easily cleaned
without loss of oil, and another
external oil filter of the disc
type. Under the difficult con-
ditions of the test the oil
consumption was barely
measurable. With proper use
of the special priming pump,

the engine starts easily from cold.
The jack and jack handle, and an oil can as well,

beneath the bonnet, while the

cycle-type mudguards allow one to stand close up to
the bonnet for doing anything to the engine.

) Further,
it mud to be thrown up in the

way the type sometimes does, and do not reduce the
steering lock at all abnormally.

The main brake
immediately the bonnet is lifted
hand alone. The remainder of
the tools are in a tray in
the scuttle side, the ham-
mer for the racing-type
wheels is in a special
pocket in the driving com-
partment, too, and there is
another locker below the
floor of the back com-
partment,

The batteries, in two
sections, are reached easily
under the back-seat
cushion, and the back-axle
oil filler and the rear shock
absorbers also, and a
most convenient Lagonda
feature is the two accessible
groups of grease nipples,
onemidway at either side of
the car, which attend to all
the lesser chassis bearings
normally difficult to reach.

That the head lamps are
safe for the maximum at
night is a great tribute to
their power, and the dim-
ming device, fitted on the
steering column, is con-
venient. Another im-
portant point is that the
dynamo charging rate is
high even at speed, and at
40 m.p.h. balances the con-
sumption of all the lamps.

To-day the very name
Lagonda is guarantee of
performance, comfort and
durability. '
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