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“ THE AUTOCAR’ ROAD TESTS—(continued).

February 7th, 1930.

STRAIGHT EIGHT

HUDSON SALOON

Very Good Acceleration and Road-holding Important Points of Interesting

New Three-and-a-half-litre Car.
The above illustration shows the size of the Straight Eight Hudson comp.arcd with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

extraordinarily low, thinking comparatively, the

American car makes many friends by its willing-
ness to do the greater proportion of everyday work on
top gear, impressive appearance, and by the compre-
hensiveness of equipment of a practical nature. These
typical qualities, possessed to the full by the new straight
eight Hudson, added to certain points not always notice-
able in the less expensive transatlantic machines, should
make it in due course a car to be seen in growing numbers
on our roads.

Outstanding is the ease of control of the relatively big
car, the steering being so light as to make possible really
long runs in a day without the driver experiencing
fatigue, and enabling the car to be manceuvred at low
speed without effort, yet remaining definite, thus afford-
ing a feeling of confidence at the higher speeds. As the
minor bearings wear freer the distinct suggestion of caster

ﬁ T a figure which even in this country is usually

action should become more pronounced and full automatic -

sense of direction result. The ~
wheel itself is large and thin
without being unwieldy, and
the driving position, by virtue
of an adjustable front seat, is
as it should be for drivers of
various heights. _

The brakes are powerful,
even with light pressure on the
pedal, though not at all fierce,
nor do they cause the car to
deviate when they are applied
violently, the test figure given
in the table being taken on wet
concrete ; the clutch is typically
smooth in taking up the drive
and the pedal light to depress.
Similarly, the throttle moves
progressively and the gear
change, when used, is as simple

as such things can be, though The new Hudson Eight has an impressive front appearance.

actually it is possible to remain in top gear without
slipping the clutch in close-formation traffic. Nothing
but an unusually steep hill brings the machine off top,
and it is unnecessary to change down even if the car is
baulked by other traffic on an average hill, the eight-
cylinder engine showing up excellently in this respect.

Yet the Hudson remains interesting and decidedly
pleasant to drive or to ride in, the acceleration, especially
with a driver who cares to take advantage of second gear
to this end alone, being very much out of the ordinary,
belonging rather to the sports car category,”though
accomplished in comparative silence.

Except, naturally, towards its limit, the engine is ex-
tremely quiet and very smooth indeed, and there is only
the slightest tremor when accelerating violently from
low speed on top, which instantly passes away as the
speed increases. At a comfortable cruising speed, which
can be as high as 45-50 m.p.h., there is little sound
other than the noise of the tyres, and on a long journey
over give-and-take roads the
average can be high without
necessarily attaining anything
like the car’s maximum, while
driving with every regard for
safety, acceleration after slow-
ing for a cross-roads, for in-
stance, being rapid without
changing gear at all.

The mileage covered by the
car tested was insignificant, in
view of which the timed speed
is distinctly creditable, the
figures reached on the speedo-
meter being, on top, %7
m.p.h. ; on second, 40 m.p.h. ;
and, on first, 20 m.p.h.: a
reading of 8o m.p.h. should
be attainable with the car
" properly run in, it being inad-
visable in the circumstances to
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prolong full-throttle
work.

The suspension is
extremely comfort-
able for all "the
occupants, and, con-
trolled as it is by
double-acting shock
absorbers, gives the
car a freedom from
sway on bends and
a general feeling of
stability which are
not universal with
American machines.
The amount of leg-
room and space in
the body are ex-
cellent, the up-
holstery is restful
and of good quality,
three people being
easily accom-
modated at the

back. Almost every detail the owner could wish for

is provided; the single
quantities of petrol and oil
is among the panelled
instruments; the latter
also include a water tem-
perature indicator, which,
in conjunction with the
hand - operated radiator
shutters, gives a very
sensitive control over the
engine temperature, but
there is no clock—an in-
strument rarely found on
cars of this nationality.

The screen opens with a
quick-action mechanism
and has a good suction
wiper, the doors can be
locked, the six side
windows wind up and
down, and at the back of
the car is a platform for
luggage. To some minds
wire wheels would be an
improvement with a car
of this size, and can be
obtained at extra cost, the
car tested, by the way, be-
ing by no means the
least expensive model of
the range.

The head lamp beams
are flat-topped, the lights,
of course, controlled from
the centre of the steering
wheel, and it is a praise-

worthy point that at
normal speeds, with all
lights on, - including the

roof and instrument board
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dial which indicates the

- HUDSON STRAIGHT EIGHT SALOON.

THROTTLE ~ HORN  LIGHTING

CONTROL “BUTTON CONTROL .
RADIATOR 2 \ /
SHUTTER e

CONTROL

IGNITION ACCELERATOR
LOCK PEDAL

POSITIONS

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

24.2 h.p., eight cylinders, 69.98 < 120.2 m.m. (3,504 c.c.).
Tax £25.

Wheelbase 10ft. 6in., track 4ft. 10in.

Overall length 15ft. 10} in., width 5ft. 9in., height 6ft. 3in.
Tyres: 28 :5.50in. on wood wheels with detachable rims.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed
gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over | mile.
18.16 —
10.938 4! sec. 69.23 m.p.h.
4.6 8 sec,

Turning circle : 44ft. 8in.

Tank capacity 14 gallons, fuel consumption 18-20 m.p.g.
6~volt lighting set cuts in at 12 m.p.h.

Weight : 30 cwt. 2 gr.

Price, with sedan body, £435.
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lamps, the output
of current from the
dynamo  balances
the  consumption.
This is a point of
especial importance
when a car is used
regularly at night,
and the more so
when, as on very
many modern de-
signs, battery and
coil ignition is
employed.

For a compara-
tively big unit the
engine and its
auxiliaries are neat,
the sparking plugs
are accessible, like-
wise the vacuum
tank for the fuel
feed is in a good
position, and an air

cleaner and visible-type petrol filter are fitted. The oil
filler and dipstick are adjacent and easy to reach, and,

as with the car’s smaller
six-cylinder relative, the
Essex, the radiator is
filled when the near-side
portion of the bonnet has
been lifted ; what appears
to be the normal radiator
cap being a permanently
fixed dummy. A number
of big louvres in the
bonnet sides can be
opened or closed by hand
as required. Even after
a certain amount of speed
work with the car in a
new condition the engine
did not appear to get un-
duly warm.

Not least important is
the fact that the straight
eight Hudson looks well
and the general finish is
very good indeed, with
chromium for the bright
parts.

Altogether, quite apart
from its price, this gives
the impression of being an
extremely good car, inter-
esting as well as easy to
drive, of which much
should be heard. Its per-
formance is all the better
in that for an American
machine the engine is by
no means big, and in this
country the annual tax is
not at all out of the
way.
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