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59.—STRAIGHT EIGHT HUDSON

ROADSTER

Unusual Arrangement of the Gear Ratios Gives what is a Very
Good-looking Car an Added Interest.

The illustration above indicales ihe size of the Straight Eigh! Hudson roadster compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

ROBABLY the best-looking of the modern

American cars of ordinary touring type are the

roadsters with rumble seat, or, as we prefer to
call them, two-seaters with a dickey.

The straight eight Hudson roadster is certainly no
exception as far as appearance is concerned, and, more-
over, has a three-speed gear box laid out in an unusually
interesting way. First is a high ratio and is used in the
ordinary manner for getting under way, the driver
changing almost as soon as the car moves off into a
direct-drive ratio, which is the equivalent of the normal
top gear. On this direct drive the machine does the
greater part of the day’s running, will throttlc down to
as low a speed as 5 m.p.h. without the clutch being
touched, and will go up most main-road hills without
any sign of labouring—certainly up those : : steep as
1in Q. _

Then, additionally, there is an indirect geared-up
ratio, which is relatively very high, and is intended to
be used only on the open road when the opportunity
arises for comparatively fast driving, the high ratio
giving the advantage that when
it is in use the engine is turning
over relatively slowly for a given
road speed—a thing which is
somehow distinctly fascinating,
and helps to reduce wear and
tear.

Since the ratios are very close
indeed, the gear change between
the normal direct drive and the
indirect ratio presents practically
no difficulty at all, and in effect
the car possesses two top gears.
If the indirect gear could be
made silent after the style of the
modern silent-running pinions
this arrangement would come
very close to an ideal with a car
that, like the Hudson, possesses
sufficient power to pull a high
ratio.

First gear, too, is interesting, because it stands for
what is second in a normal gear box, gives a useful
maximum of something over 45 m.p.h. on the speedo-
meter, and enables a rough-surfaced hill with a maxi-
mum gradient of 1 in 6} to be climbed at between 25
and 30 m.p.h. The change between the two higher
ratios and first is not difficult. First itself is not noisy,
but, naturally, in starting away from rest, especially
on an up-grade, the effect of the high ratio is notice-
able, care being needed in engaging the clutch when
restarting on a gradient. _

The engine is very good, quiet and smooth practically
to the limit, and barely audible at normal speeds, with
no trace of a flat spot in the carburation. As the timed
speed shows, the maximum available is more than
adequate, and, what is still more important, the car as
a whole is very pleasant to drive at between 30 and 50
m.p.h. on the direct drive. The timed speed figure is
for the direct drive, and on that ratio a speedometer
reading of 75 m.p.h. was held ; the car tested being new.
a reading of 80 should be attainable a little later in the
machine’s life. On the indirect
high gear 70 m.p.h. was main-
tained on the speedometer.

The gear lever, as usual, is
convenient, the brakes are really
powerful, a little inclined to
make the car deviate when they
are applied with maximum
effect, but normally the action
of the shoes is even, and only
light pressure is required on the
pedal. The hand-brake lever,
though it is to the right of the
driver, does not interfere with
the right-hand door, and the
brake itself is powerful. The
steering is light, not too low
geared, and free from road
shocks or suggestion of wobble.
Since the steering pivots are
inclined it is reasonable to
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expect  effective
caster action in the
steering, though this
action was not
apparent. :
The suspension is
thoroughly comfort-
able, with the typical
slow, soft, up-and-
down movement: as
a whole the car holds
the road well and
corners with very
little sway or roll.
General finish is
extremely good, with
chromium plating for
the bright parts, and
the upholstery is in
leather. The instru-
ments are grouped,
neatly panelled and
indirectly  illumin-

ated ; they include an excellent gauge which shows both
the level in the fuel tank and the quantity of oil in the
engine sump, as well as a thermometer which, in con-
junction with hand-operated radiator shutters, allows

accurate control of the
engine temperature. The
single - panel windscreen
can be opened wide, its
angle is variable, and a
good suction type wiper is
fitted.

The one-piece driving
seat is not made adjust-
able, but will comfortably
carry three people, so that
in any case the term two-
seater is a misnomer ; while
the dickey seat is big, com-
fortable, and the lid can
be locked, the occupants
being close to those on the
front seat. The hood is
neat and not difficult to
raise or lower, and, as
usual, the whole of the
back panel of the hood,
complete with glass win-
dow, can be removed in
very hot weather. The
wire wheels look well—
though, by the way, with
the wood type instead the
price of the car is {15
lower.

When the hood is
furled it rests upon proper
rubber supports on the
tail of the body. There
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tively driven.

STRAIGHT EIGHT HUDSON ROADSTER.

RADIATOR
SHUTTERS

THROTTLE LIGHTING

HORN «
BUTTON CONTROL CONTROL /

BRAKE
LEVER

‘GEAR  ACCELERATOR
2 (DRECT DRIVE) LEVER PEDAL

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

24.2 h.p., eight cylinders, 69.85 x 114.3 mm. (3,504 c.c.).
Tax £25.

Wheelbase 9ft. 11in., track 4ft. 10in.

Overall length 15t. 6in., width 5ft. 9in., height 5ft. 8}in.
Tyres : 28 x 5.50in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed-
gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile.
8 tol sec.
43 to 1 9% sec. 69.23 m.p.h.
33to1l 12§ sec.

Turning circle : 44ft. lin.

Tank capacity 13} gallons, fuel consumption 18 m.p.g. 5
6-volt lighting set cuts in at 15 m.p.h., 10 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
Weight : 26} cwt.

Price, with roadster body, £410.
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front seat. Addition-
ally, from the point
of view of ventila-
tion, there are two
ventilators in the top’
of the scuttle, as well
as adjustable louvres
in the bonnet sides.

A good driving
mirror is fitted, the
inside door handles,
by the way, are
neatly recessed, there
are big pockets in the
doors, and bumpers
fore and aft. For the
engine there is an air
cleaner as well as a
glass bowl fuel filter,
and it is interesting
that the engine as a
whole is neat, with
the sparking plugs

e

and ignition distributor accessible. The dynamo is posi-
The cylinder head is in two sections
to facilitate decarbonising, and the points on the
chassis where lubrication is required seem better ar-

ranged than is frequently
the case.

At a steady 30 m.p.h.
on top gear, with all

lights on, including the

instrument board illumina-
tion, the dynamo charg-
ing rate balances the con-
sumption of current, the
lamps, including the dim-
ming device, being con-
trolled by the customary
type of switch mounted
at the centre of the steer-
ing wheel. The side
lamps, it is worth noting,
are on the wings, where
they conform, beyond
doubt, with legal require-
ments as to lighting in this
country.

An interesting car which
is definitely individual—a
thing not so often notice-
able even nowadays with
transatlantic machines,
though, taken as a whole,
they are certainly acquir-
ing to a much greater ex-
tent what can only be
described as a ‘‘soul,”
thereby becoming all the
more interesting to own
and to drive, and showing

is a hood cover, and side SO FEET fom SOMPH how some of the ideas of
screens of the non-rigid = > one nationality may com-
type are carried normally paratively soon be ac-
in a container behind the cepted by another country.
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