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The illustration above indicates the size, in feet, of the Hillman Wizard Model *

No. 636

saloon.
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Pan)—HILLMAN WIZARD MODEL “75” SALOON

Flexibility, a Good Performance, Comfort and Roominess the Features of
a Sound All-round Car

F this new car the outstanding feature is the easi-
ness and smoothness of the acceleration. The
running proves to be remarkably flexible, and the

carburation and the gas distribution are so well suited
to the six-cylinder engine that it is possible for a driver
to settle in top gear and then to allow the car to slow
down to a point where it is possible for him to get out
of the driving seat, leave the car, walk completely
1ound it, and get in again, whilst it is ticking along
at something under 3 m.p.h., still on top gear.

Not only will the car run slowly, but it will run
apparently indefinitely at a low speed, for a complete
half-mile was covered at minimum speed on top, yet
the car would move away from this strolling speed with
complete regularity of firing. Another point about the
slow speed is an absolute absence of any snatch in
the transmission.

On any gear the engine responds instantly to move-

ment of the accelerator pedal, and goes about its work
with the utmost smooth-
ness and  willingness.
Furthermore, it is quiet
throughout its range, and
there is no noticeable noise
of exhaust or carburetter
“roar.”” At the slower
speeds, namely, those em-
ployed by people taking a
ride for the pleasure of
observing the countryside,
the Hillman Wizard is ex-
ceptionally quiet and
pleasant. At the higher
cruising speeds, that is, in
the neighbourhood of 50
m.p.h., it is still quiet and
pleasant, but, of course,
displays slightly more
sense of effort.

Generally speaking, the ratio of the engine size and
power to the weight of the car is so good that the general
acceleration under road and traffic conditions is in the
first rank, whilst hills of the 1 in 10 order, but with
a_ difficult approach, limiting the attacking speed to
about 30-35 m.p.h., are climbed with absolute ease on
top gear; an ease, indeed, which leaves plenty in hand
for slowing down and accelerating again if necessary.

It happened that the car submitted for test purposes,
a four-door saloon, had covered barely 300 miles, and,
therefore, had hardly worn off its initial stiffness. From
this it may be deduced that the maximum speed on a
well-run-in model would probably be slightly higher than
that attained. At the maximum speed, timed on the
track, the speedometer was recording 69 m.p.h. The
maximum speed on third, or “‘ traffic top,”’ as it is called,
is in the neighbourhood of 50 m.p.h. It will be noticed
that the figures for acceleration from 10-30 m.p.h., given
in the table overleaf, are particularly good.

One of the special
points about the car is the
driving position.  The
steering wheel is just nicely
situated for a touring
vehicle, and is set low
enough to allow a short
person to obtain an un-
obstructed view forwards,
which, of course, is of
great value in traffic driv-
ing and in fog. The gear
lever is long and rigid, and
comes conveniently to the
left hand, so that the gear
change, which is a fairly
quick one, is easily mani-
pulated. First gear on this
Hillman can be regarded
as an emergency ratio,
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for all ordinary starting is quite
casily managed on second. On
bottom gear or on second the
clutch starts the car from rest
smoothly enough if the pedal be
released with reasonable care.
The indirect gears on the car
tested were fairly quiet, and it
is claimed they would be quieter
still after the car had covered a
greater mileage, which is often
the case with modern gear boxes
with a helical-toothed gear.
Because of the extra long
drop lever on the steering box
the behaviour of the steering on
the road becomes a matter of
particular interest. The steer-
ing gear consists of a worm, on
the end of a column, passing
through a long nut carried in a trunnion at the end of
a short lever. The steering proved to be singularly free
from all road shock and pleasantly light. Possibly due
to the initial tightness of a new car, the steering of the
machine tested was somewhat on the spongy side, and
required the wheel to be brought back to zero by hand
after rounding a corner. The tightness of a good fit for
the swivel pins would ac-
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square”’ in a short distance.
Adjustment itself is carried out
by means of a nut on each brake
drum cover, these nuts being
easy to reach.

Certain points about the car
in general are interesting. The
radiator appears to be of ample
size for the needs of the engine,
and it was found that the car
could be driven at full speed,
apparently indefinitely, with-
out showing any signs of distress,
nor does the temperature of the
cooling water rise above 8o de-
grees C. There is an interesting
feature in the water jacket of
the cylinder head, for the for-
ward end of the jacket slopes
downwards towards the front,
so that when the car is climbing a steep gradient there is
no possibility of steam pockets forming. There is a ther-
mostat control which regulates the temperature so as to
allow the engine to warm up quickly. This is well
arranged, and the engine is also an easy starter.

In order to prevent fumes from entering the body
the breather pipe of the engine is carried right
down so that its outlet is
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count for this, however.
As regards the suspen-
sion, the points in connec-
tion with the design, which
explained in. the
description of the car else-
where in this issue, are
fairly well substantiated in
practice. The Wizard is
particularly steady later-
ally, and has no side sway,
and thus is very good on
corners and curves, which
it will take at a relatively
high speed with a feeling
of complete safety. Fore
and aft there is very little
pitching, and the riding on
the whole can be classed as
particularly good, especi-
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below floor lever. Cer-
tainly, the body keeps re-
markably free from fumes.

Another point about the
test is interesting. This
car is specifically designed
for use all over the world,
and, therefore, is expected
to run on poor grades of
petrol, and not necessarily
the best-quality oil. A
change to a No. 1 spirit
produced a slight increase
of smoothness and added
a few miles per hour to
r the maximum speed, but
% the running on the low
grade of petrol was be-
yond reproach.

As to maintenance,

PEDAL POSITIONS

ally for the front-seat pas-
sengers. A prolonged test
of the back seats showed
a considerable degree of
comfort.

The brakes are power-
ful and do not require
much pressure to bring
them into use for all ordin-
ary purposes. In order to
effect a sudden stop a fair
amount of pressure is
necessary, and this is as it
should be. When correctly
adjusted these brakes will
pull the car up smoothly,
progressively and ‘‘four-

20.7 h.p., six cylinders, 75 x 106 mm. (2,810 c.c.).

Tax £21.

Wheelbase 9ft. 3in., track 4ft. 8ia.

Overall length 13ft. 10in., width 5ft. 8in., height 5it. 1Cia.
Tyres: 29 i 5in. on detachable steel artillery wheels.
Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed

gear ratios, steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile.
19.31 to 1 —_
1289 to 1 5 sec.
7.65 to 1 6! sec.
522to 1 9! sec. 63.38 m.p.h.

Turning circle: 38ft.
Tank capacity 14 gallons, fuel consumption 19 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 12 m.p.h. (two-rate charging).
Weight: 27 cwt. 3 qr.
Price, with five-seater family saloon body, £270,
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Silentbloc bushes remove
any need to lubricate the
spring shackles, and there
are only fourteen places
to apply the grease gun.

Incidentally, this car
can be fitted with right- or
left-hand steering, and
with one or two spare
wheels.

The Hillman Wizard
Model ““75”’ is a notable
addition to the range of
British cars. It is exceed-
ingly well thought out,
and looks as if it would
stand rough usage.
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