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77—VORTIC HILLMAN SALOON

Interesting Type of Car, With Good Engine and Comprehensive Equipment.

The illustration above indicates the size of the Vortic Hillman saloon compared with a 49-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

MONG the English manufacturers there has been
comparatively little development of the straight
eight engine, for which reason it is the more inter-

esting that the Hillman concern now possesses consider-
able experience of this type, a thing that is apparent
beyond doubt in the new Vortic.

As compared with last year’s straight eight the engine
is smoother, distinctly so at normal cruising speeds ;
the ability to run slowly on top gear without snatch is
excellent, the engine throttling down to a brisk walking
pace, and, moreover, there is unquestionably a greater
liveliness about the machine, which is expressed most
of all in improved acceleration. The Vortic runs very
easily indeed up to ‘

50 m.p.h., and will

easily than the older right-hand change, which in itself
was good, and the silent third ratio, which the makers
term expressively a traffic top, is excellent, being, in-
deed, ideal for traffic work or, again, for running over
twisting country lanes where the additional braking
effect and acceleration held in reserve are really worth
having.

The clutch is smooth and the pedal action light, while
the steering is light and free from road shock trans-
mitted through the steering wheel itself, there being no
definite caster action noticeable on the car tested. The
wheel, too, is placed nicely—and the steering column is
adjustable for angle—and has at its centre a very neat
dimming switch for
the head lamps, in

cruise there without
apparent distress as
long as the driver
wishes, while, as to
maximum, it is cer-
tain that the car will
reach 70 m.p.h. on
the road, the timed
speed being very
good indeed for a
machine having an
engine only slightly
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addition to the usual
throttle and ignition
controls, the ignition
advance and retard
being, by the way,
mainly  automatic.
The first portion of
the travel of the
brake pedal gives a
greater relative effect
than the final por-

tion, which is not

above two and a uncommon when - a
half litres, and 13 vacuum servo is
carrying a roomy : fitted, and the action
saloon body. ! is lighter over that
The new gear % first  portion, . the
change, with the i action of theh shoes
lever now in the being smooth yet
centre of the driv- really adeqltlﬁtely de-
ing compartment, = cisive, Wi prac-
handles rather more tically no tendency
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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—((_:ontlnued).

for the car to deviate from the
straight in an emergency stop.
Road-holding and cornering
are good, the car sitting down
really well with practically no
roll at all, though at times there
was some fore-and-aft move-
ment which suggested possible
benefit from variation of the
shock-absorber settings, which
instruments, by the way, are
friction type at the front and
hydraulic at the back. Cer-
tainly, the combination of shock
absorbers adopted gives a soft
effect particularly appreciated
by the back seat passengers.
The coachwork is very good,
with, internally, a one-piece
front seat adjustable over a wide }
range while occupied and a single-panel windscreen
which opens out wide and has a good electric wiper.
The driver’s side window has a quick-lift mechanism,
which is an excellent provision that ought to be more
general ; the windows in the three other doors wind up
and down; and, an interesting new feature, the rear
quarter windows are hinged at the front so as to open
out an inch or two and |
give ventilation without
draught. In common with

: LIGHTING
the screen the windows CONTROL
have safety glass, and ad- NG
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ditional air can be ad-
mitted through ventilators
in the scuttle sides.

The instrument group-
ing is extremely neat and
exactly balanced in lay-
out, the gauges including
a good engine thermo-
meter and fuel tank con-
tents indicator, as well as
a clock, and they are
lighted clearly for night
work. On either side of
the instrument panel is a
useful cubby hole, lit up
inside at night from the
instrument illumination ;
there is a big pocket be-
hind the driving seat, as
well as a roof net, and the
blind for the rear window
is controlled by the driver. ||
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Tax £20.

Engine—rear axle
gear ratios.

VORTIC HILLMAN SALOON.

ACCELERATOR Y
PEDAL

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
19.7 h.p., eight cylinders, 63 x 105 mm. (2,620 c.c.).

Wheelbase 10ft. 0}in., track 4ft. 8in.
Overall length 14ft. 2in., width 5ft. 8}in., height 6ft. lin.
Tyres: 29 :; 5.5in. on detachable wire wheels.

Acceleration from
steady 10 to 30 m.p.h.

three people being able to ride
comfortably on the seat, while
in the recess itself is a conve-
nient arm-rest.

The engine is neat, with the
sparking plugs unusually acces-
sible, also the ignition coil and
distributor, while the carburecter
is getatable, and has, incident-
ally an air cleaner; and there
are also a glass bowl fuel filter
combined with the mechanically
driven fuel pump and a separate
oil filter. The oil filler is as acs
cessible as an oil filler possibly
can be, and big, and the level is
shown permanently by a float-
operated pointer. The bonnet is
of the usual three-piece Hillman
type, and, though until the
owner has become fully accustomed to its operation it
may not be as easy to handle as the more normal
variety, this bonnet has the advantage of neatness and
freedom from rattle.

The radiator shutters are operated automatically by
a thermostat, the radiator cap is quick-acting, the
engine starts easily and soon warms up, and, as to

, maintenance, the batteries
are divided into two six-

THROTTLE volt sections accessible
LEVER through trap doors in the
front compartment, the

tools being in a deep recess
reached similarly in the
back compartment. None
of the spring bolts requires
lubrication, since Silent-
bloc bushes are used. The
luggage grid is a good
folding type, and the
wire wheels are the new
bolt-on variety with the
nuts concealed beneath a
chromium-plated disc.

At between 30 and 50
m.p.h. with all the lights
on, including the instru-
ment illumination, the cur-
rent output balances the
consumption; the head
lamps are really powerful
and the dimming device is
effective.

A pleasing car to drive,

GEAR LEVER
POSITIONS

Timed speed
over } mile.

There is plenty of room g R o3 and good-looking, giving
for all the occupants of the i B g 69.23 m.p.h. clear evidence of distinct

car ; at the back is a foot-
rest which folds com-
pletely out of sight when
it is not wanted, and the
upholstery is excellent. At
either side of the back
seat is a recess, which pro-
vides several additional

Turning circle: 43ft.

Weight: 28 cwt. 3 qr.

Tank capacity 14 gallons, fuel consumption 18 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 15 m.p.h., 10 amps. at 30 m.p.h.

‘ Price, with coachbuilt saloon body, £425.

advance, and comparing
most favourably in per-
formance with trans-
atlantic machines possess-
ing much bigger engines.

It was supplied for test
by Rootes, Ltd., Devon-
shire House, Piccadilly,

inches of elbow room,
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