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THE 19.6 h.p. STRAIGHT EIGHT HILLMAN SEGRAVE SALOON

A Car with a Sense of Power, Smooth Acceleration, a Very Good Gear
Change, and Pleasant Handling Qualities.

HE straight eight Hillman is relatively a new model

—at all events compared. with the more famous

14 h.p. four-cylinder whlch has been in produc-
tion for a number of years. Qulte apart from any
difference in size as rated by
engine capacity, the type also
represents a step forward in
the logical line of advance, *
since it is obvious that the
multi-cylinder engine is the
power unit of the future,
whatever size of car is in
question.

Like the 14 h.p. Hillman,
the straight eight appears to
be well finished and well built,
and there are more advan-
tages in a good appearance
than many people can be
made to see, for European
taste is inherently attracted to
the type of car which looks as
though it is a good job, and
lines alone are of considerable
value so far as the sales side of a company is concerned.

That the eight-cylinder Hillman will eventually acquire
that reputation for reliability and durability which the

four-cylinder model undoubtedly possesses there is no .

reason to doubt. It is of the same type, comes from the
same works, and is a later model, so that it remains only
for the machine to have behind it that history gained of
years which is the sole guarantee in the circumstances.

On test the car has two interesting characteristics which
are essentially modern, and in which the eight cylinders

Thé Segrave scloon now has four doors.

play ho inconsiderable part. First, it is a car which even
an unskilled man can drive nearly all day and in nearly
every circumstance as though it had but two speeds—
second and top—the one sufficing to move from rest, the
alternative for all other occa-
sions, a characteristic which is
invaluable because the greater
number of drivers prefer, and
rightly prefer, this type of
car.

So used, the machine accele-
rates with a marked smooth-
ness which is directly due to
the overlapping impulses of a
number of small cylinders.
And there is another interest-
ing point. The eight-cylinder
scores because, though it can
develop a vibration which is
very difficult to cure, that
vibration will not be apparent
save as a noise, and noise
within limits is much prefer-
able to a definite vibration.

Throughout the whole range-the engine has this slight
but steady noise. -At no point can one justly say that
there is no sign whatever of motive power, yet one only
has to drive the car for a few miles and the sound of the
engine, being regular, passes thereafter unnoticed.

So much for the car when used on two gears only ;
but for those sufficiently enthusiastic to regard a car as
something more than a means of transit from one place
to another the use of the gear box is essential, and if the
gear box be so used the Hillman changes its character.
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It is not so gentle, perhaps—
not so much what one can
only term a carriage—but it
naturally gains in power, be-
coming distinctly more lively
and distinctly more interest-
ing.
Rarely as the clutch is used
—for clutches are becoming
more and more just a piece of
méchanism with which to
start the car, and thereafter
to be used only by those who
fancy numerous gear changes
—it is nevertheless smooth
and progressive and will stand
comparison with American
clutches, which have always
been extremely good. The
steering is exactly right ; very
low geared so that it is easy § 70
to manceuvre the car in a confined space, yet with that
definite sense of direction which is valuable from every
point of view. :
The brakes are good, having the adjustment typical
of this make, and are even in action. Like the earlier
Hillman chassis, this, the latest, model possesses a gear
change so sensitive that there would seem to be little
excuse left for anyone to
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directly lighted, and including
a fuel tank contents indicator
and the latest type of dash-
board thermometer, an in-
strument which on this par-
ticular car appeared to be
suffering from violent fluctua-
tions, due not so much to tem-
perature as to centrifugal
force, though there is no
reason to.suspect that the
whole type is so erratic.

The engine starts easily of
a morning, and by grace of a
thermostat is able to pull its
load in a few minutes. The
car generally is extremely
pleasant to handle.

A car of this type is all
the more interesting for the
comparison it affords with
what most people have in their minds when they talk
of the average American car. Like that car, the Hill-
man has a quite extraordinary range and flexibility
on top gear, a range that, in the hands of a driver
anxious to demonstrate the machine, extends from the
slowest speed at which the car can move at all, and
which is undoubtedly fascinating because the machine
then moves with the mini-

make noises with it in any
circumstances. Like the
four-cylinder. model, also,
the car has a bonnet of new
type, in three pieces, the
advantage or disadvantage
of which seems to be a
matter of personal opinion.
Certainly it permits of no
chance of rattling.

There is no question that
the fabric Segrave body ||
does add to the joys of the
car. There is a sense of
lightness which is very ap-
parent, and the coachwork
is noticeably free from
noise. The type of body is
definitely not intended to
carry four people on long
journeys, which disarms
criticism on the score that
the rear passengers have
not much leg room.

LIGHTING

STARTER

Tax, £20.

19.6 h.p. HILLMAN SEGRAVE SALOON.

THROTTLE
CONTROL BUTTON

’ a
i DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
19.6 h.p., ecight cylinders, 63:x 105 mm. (2,620 c.c.).

Wheelbase 10ft. 0}in., track 4ft. 8in.
Overall length 14ft. 2in., width 5ft. 8}in., height 5ft, 8in.
Tyres : 29 5.5in, on detachable wire wheels.

mum amount of noise that
is possible. Whensoever
the indirect gears are used,
if they are not of the latest
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A type, the obvious ad-
" R[OS |l vantages of a lower ratio
5| S )\ are in some part counter-

s balanced by the inevitable

noise, and there -does not
seem to be any reason to
doubt that gear noise as
gear noise will have to dis-
appear entirely —not a
difficult problem, if it be
tackled with skill and
without cheese-paring in
costs—in the not too far
distant future.

Note that this top-
gear performance com-
pares favourably with that
of the car’s rivals, though
the engine capacity is very
much smaller. Provided
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considerably, so that it |f . 0 528 .. L 163 wec, usually a little thirsty for

misses that attractiveness
which seemed to be a
feature of the sportsman’s
coupé, but unquestionably
the extra doors are more

Weight: 31 cwt.

Tank capacity 14 gallons, fuel consumption 16 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting sct cuts in at 12 m.p.h.

Price, with Segrave saloon body, £495.

their size, then the owner
has also the advantage of
low running costs and low
annual tax; but chief
among arguments is that

useful in everyday service.
The detail work is.good,

here is a typically Euro-
pean car with the Ameri-

the instruments being in-

25 FEET from 25 M.P.H. \ﬁ_

can type of performance.

s

=

E 16



