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THE 1929 HILLMAN
SAFETY SALOON

A e T S R e ]

NE of the most
successful medium-
sized cars during
1928, the Hillman Four-
‘n should be even more
pular during 1929. It
a0 excellent example of
e type of car which
ves the average owner-
ver exactly what he re-
ces, both as regards
wccommmodation and per-
‘ormance.
Although the general
design of the car remains
aaltered, certain modifi-
‘tions have been made
at result in all-round im-
wement. Thus, the
me has been lowered
. the springs flattened,

Wheelbase 9ft. 6in., track 4ft

Tyres 29 x 5.25in.

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
14 h.p., four-cylinders, 72 x lzg'mm. (1,954 c.c.). Tax £13.

Overall length 13ft. 6iin., width
on detachabl

Autocar for test by Rootes,
Ltd., Devonshire House,
Piccadilly, W.1—a pleas-
ing and well-balanced ap-
pearance. When it is con-
sidered that the specifica-
tion includes Triplex glass
throughout, the Dewandre
vacuum servo brake me-
chanism, wire wheels,
dipping reflector, head
lamps, a roof ventilator,
and furniture hide uphol-
stery, it will be seen that
very good value is offered
for the £375 asked. The
steel coachwork is, more-
over, finished in cellulose,
a choice of three two-
colour schemes  being
‘given, so that, in conjunc-
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n.
5ft. 8}in.
wire wheel

so0 that the car, as a Engine-rear axle Maxima. ‘l.\)c-gzleullon. tion with the simple de-
vhole, has a graceful, low- 19.9 to 1 o e sign and accessibility of
It appearance; but at - ® 25 8b6 important components
same time the coach- B 15 sec. which distinguish the

¢ is roomy, and head- Tornieg ciese

* has not been sacri-
In fact, the overall
_ht of the car is only

- 12-voit 1 tln; set.
Price: £375, Safety Saloon.

(a =i

451t,
Tank capacity 12 gallons, fuel consumption 25 m.p.g.
Charges at 8 amps. at 25 m.p.

«chassis, it results in the
minimum amount of care
and attention being re-
quired.

ostt. 83in., but the head-
room from fléor to roof

g
g

= 26 FEET from 25 MRH. |
) ii

As the separate front

‘ining is 3ft. 8}in. The
~pearance has been much |

Brake test from 25 m.p.h.

seats of semi-bucket type
are adjustable over a range
of 8in., the driver can

hanced, for not only is
radiator larger and deeper and provided with a
cer filler cap, but the coachwork is deep-sided, and
uried down to meet the wide running boards, thus
dnating the inartistic valance.
in particular has the Safety saloon—an example of
which was recently placed at the disposal of The

choose the most comfort-
able position, according to his height, and, as the
steering column is well raked, the gear lever can be
reached without effort, and all the controls do their
work smoothly and lightly, he has rapidly bred in him
a feeling of confidence in the car. For starting from
rest, second gear suffices, for the clutch takes up its
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‘ The Autocar’ Road Tests.
work smoothly, while the engine is sufficiently flexible
to pull evenly at walking pace, so that only if the car
is brought actually to rest is a change of gear neces-
sary. The acceleration on top gear is, perhaps, not
above the average, but as the gear change either up or
down calls for no particular skill, one naturally drops
to a lower gear to obtain more rapid acceleration.

In this respect it must be remembered that, although
the engine is only of two-litres capacity, the car is by
no means small, for the saloon accommodates five pas-

sengers in comfort, the width of the rear seat being -

4ft. 23in. The upholstery is soft and well-sprung, and,
as the half-elliptic springs are assisted by shock ab-
sorbers, complete insulation from road shock is given,
while the car holds the road well on any surface and
corners with great steadiness. There is also a freedom
from fore-and-aft pitching, whether a full load be car-
ried or whether the driver be alone.

Comfortable and Fast Cruising.

Judged by the maximum speed the Hillman is not
fast, but it is, nevertheless, capable of putting up a
good average speed, for it will cruise comfortably at
40 m.p.h. with a pleasing absence of noise or fussiness.
The engine is reasonably quiet at all speeds, and the
indirect gears also are not obtrusive as regards noise—
a matter of some importance with an enclosed car. The
steering deserves praise, for it is light, certain, and
possesses sufficient self-centring action. A neat quad-
rant in the centre of the 17in. wheel carries throttle and
ignition controls, also the switch which operates the
dipping reflectors in the head lamps. Movement of this
switch immediately deflects the head lamp beams down-
wards and to the near side, giving the driver quite a
good light and evoking a return courtesy from others.
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While the brakes are efficient, they are smooth in
action, and the vacuum servo relieves the driver of
much effort. Accessible adjustment is provided, and
the hand lever, operating separate shoes in the rear
wheel drums, has an wdjustment on the head of the
lever. Incidentally, as the brake lever is set fairly
well back and the gate of the gear lever is well for-
ward, the lever itself being raked slightly, the driver’s
door is of real utility.

Well Fitted up in Detail.

In general finish there has been considerable improve-
ment, and the new instrument panel is set on the slope
within an oval recess in the facia board, there being
a convenient cubby hole at each side. The instruments
provided are: Clock, speedometer, ammeter, oil gauge,
and petrol gauge, while the lighting and ignition switch,
starter button, and the switch for the concealed instru-
ment lights are grouped in the centre of the panel.

Ventilators are fitted in the sides of the scuttle, and
the single-pane screen opens on quadrants when re-
quired, and fits well to its frame when closed, being
apparently draughtproof. The four door windows are
fitted with winders, while the quarter lights are fixec
and are provided with roller-blinds. The large re-
window has a roller-blind, which may be operated 1
the driver. A roof light is included, and is shaded :
that it does not cause reflection in the screen, to {
discomfort of the driver.

Apart from the gauge on the instrument panel, a
additional precaution against running short of fuel
provided in the form of a two-way tap on the top of
petrol tank. The equipment is very complete, and
cludes companion sets, parcel net, electric screen-wipe
and locks to the doors.

THE WOOD ON THE HILL

Pleasant Enough in Daylight, but an Eerie Spot at Night.

EAR the Welsh borders I have for
long known a wood through which
the road climbs and curves among
the age-old trees. Of course, there are
many such woods, but I know none other
that makes such a deep impression. For
one thing, locally the place has a slight
reputation for spectral happenings which
may contribule quite a lot to make this
wood stand out in the memory. And yet
there is a further reason, and that con-
nected with the trees that line the way.
They are queer things, these trees—for the most part
oaks of fantastic shapes—uncouth forms gnarled and
overhanging the road. In the smiling daylight they are
not so terrible, but at night the head lights will play
strange tricks with one’s vision, and twice running they
will not appear the same. You will pick out strange
animals with great twisted horns, quaint old men, pre-
historic birds and reptiles, or anything your fancy may
care to frame.
In a comfortable car the motorist passes along there
on a sunny morning or speeds through at night with
powerful head lights flooding the white road and giving

a sense of confidence; to him it is b
part of a pleasant run in beautiful cot
try. But I have memories of toiling al
this way on a bicycle with feeble oil I
and of walking through this wood
stormy nights when the wind has soughe«
in the old trees and the clouds drivin
across the sky have veiled the moon -
shadowed the land. That same sens
loneliness never comes in a car. Al
old tales crowd in upon one, the gn
branches take on fantastic shapes, c-
ing to the wind in weird manner. Sometimes a r
will rush away in front, or an owl will slip silently .
of the darkness, and one takes a tighter grip on the
friendly ash stick.

Familiarity bred fearlessness, such walks became fair
commonplace, and the spell of the old legends faile
Yet, after a long course of the modern car, one won¢

if these spots would be entirely without their trer

should one be compelled to walk through their de
as of yore. With our speedy chariots we are exe
from the superstitions and the experiences that acce.
panied the more primitive modes of travel.  Erra.




