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“THE AUTOCAR’
~ ROAD TESTS

- No. 69.—16-60 h.p. H.E. SPORTS FOUR-SEATER.
Lively Medium-sized, Moderate-priced Six with Attractive Characteristics.

N the new 16-60 h.p. H.E. Six sports model there
I are many qualities which appeal alike to the sober

tourist and to the driver who, above all, must have
a_ lively performance. Thus, in spite of the greater
power developed by the redesigned engine, its smooth-
ness and flexibility have not been sacrificed, so that it
still possesses the ability to do much of its work on
top gear, while the shorter chassis has resulted in im-
proved road-holding.

As the test figures show, the acceleration on the in-
direct gears is quite rapid for a sports model of this
type with a fairly roomy open four-seater body, while
even on fop it is by no means below the average. It
is not, therefore, necessary/to have continual recourse
to the_gear lever in traffic if the driver does not feel so
inclined, but as the H.E. has for long had a clutch and
gear box which make for very easy gear changing, and
as this easy manipulation has been enhanced by the
adoption of closer ratios on this sports model, the
majority of drivers to whom such a car- particularly
appeals will doubtless make full use of the good
acceleration possible on second and third.

Usually on any four-speed car the change from first
to second entails a somewhat lengthy pause, so that
even a very skilful driver will not make an absolutely
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IGNITION HORN
LEVER

ENGINE MIXTURE
SWITCH CONTROL

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
16-60 h.p., six cylinders, 65.: 115 mm. (2,290 c.c.).
Tax £16.
Wheelbase 9ft. 6'n., track 4ft. 6in.
Overall length 13.t. 10in., width 5ft. 6in.

~ Tyres: 30 5.25in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
16.9 20 —
8.75 42 5% sec.
5.96 65 8! sec.
4.7 78 12; sec.

Tank capacity 18 gallons, fuel consumption 22 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 10 m.p.h.

Weight: | ton 7 cwt.

Price, with open four-seater body, £695.

27 FEET from 25 M.P.H.
87 FEET from 40 MP.H.
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“THE AUTOCAR"™ ROAD TESTS—(continued).

noiseless change if he is at
all impatient. @ With the
H.E. box and clutch, though,
the necessary pause is quite
short, and the other upward
changes can be made rapidly,
particularly from third to top.
Changing down is rendered
simple at any speed by double
declutching, and the keen
driver will find the fairly high
third particularly useful.

The smoothness of the en-
gine contributes not a little to
the enjoyment derived from
this car, for up to its maxi-
mum crankshaft speed of
about 4,500 r.p.m. there is no
vibration and but:
little noise. A slight - SR AR WATES 2
vibration is, how- 3 : -
ever, noticeable on
the overrun. With
the carburation
there is also no
fault to find ; start-
ing from cold is in-
stantaneous if the
mixture control be
given half a turn
towards  “‘ rich,”
and when once the
engine is started
the control can be
turned back to
“weak,”” while
there is a ready
response to the-
throttle without any
sign of a flat

Front view of the 16-60 h.p. H.E.

spot.

Of speed there is
plenty, and a com-
fortable cruising gait anywhere between 50 and 60
m.p.h. may be kept up apparently indefinitely. Even
prolonged hard driving does not suffice to raise the tem-
perature of the cooling water above normal. As re-
gards hill-climbing there is ample power available, of
course, and the speed depends entirely on the method
of driving adopted. Long hills of 1 in 10 gradient may
be taken at a fair speed on top, or a faster climb may
be made on third. Similarly, steeper gradients may be
tackled comfortably on third or fast on second, accord-
ing to the mood of the moment.

Good road-holding is an essential feature of such a
car, and the H.E. possesses it to the full. The long,
flat, half-elliptic springs and Hartford shock absorbers
set to give a slight harshness at low speeds combine
to give maximum comfort at the higher figures, while
corners may be taken fast without any tendency for the
car to deviate from the chosen path and without any
roll or sway. Even on wet roads the car proves
eminently stable.

With the steering there is no fault to find ; the Marles
gear is used, and there is ample self-centring action and

Wells give leg room for the occupants of the rear seats.

no tendency to wander. Just
over two turns of the 18in.
spring-spoked wheel are re-
quired to pass from lock to
lock. The brakes on the car
tested were hardly properly
bedded in, so that the test
figures should be capable of
improvement, but there was
no pull on the steering notics-
able. The hand lever is con-
veniently placed, and may be
used to increase the pressure
on the rear shoes. Accessi-
bility of the brake adjustments
is a good feature.

As regards the body, the
front seats are particularly
comfortable, and,
as wells are pro-
vided for the teet of
the rear passen-
gers, there is more
comfort in the rear
compartment than
one would expect
from the appear-
ance.  Pneumatic
upholstery is used
both for cushions
and squabs. Lever-
oll fittings provide
for ease of access to
the front seats, and
allow the driver to

obtain a really
comfortable posi-
tion. - The steering

column is adjust-
j able for rake, by
=% the way, and it is

possible, therefore,

for any driver to
adjust his position relative to the controls, so that he
can immediately feel familiar with and ‘“ at home ’’ on
the car.

- All-weather side curtains are, of course, fitted, and are
of the type which spigot into metal bushes in the body
sides, being normally carried behind the rear seat squab.
The hood folds very neatly and is secured by two metal
clips. A hood envelope and tonneau cover are also pro-
vided. The equipment is complete and includes mechan-
ically driven screen wiper and dipping head lamps which
are operated by a small lever situated on the steering
column.

It may be said that the car has a good and quite
lively performance, which it can give in a very pleasing
manner. It should appeal to the enthusiast and to the
ordinary owner alike, and should require but little
attention. For example, Silentbloc bushes are used for
the spring shackles, thus minimising the attention
demanded for chassis lubrication, while the make has
always had a reputation for robustness of construction
and for reliability which this latest model should
enhance.
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