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No. 56.—16-60 h.p. H.E.

SPORTS FOUR-SEATER

Sturdy, Robust Chassis with a Willing Engine and Attractive Manners.
The illustration above indicates the size of the 16-60 H.E. Sports four-seater compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

LTHOUGH not produced in large numbers, the
A 16-60 h.p. six-cylinder H.E. has a surprising
number of friends. The car has always been re-
markable for the sturdiness of its design and construc-
tion, and, while it is frankly not intended to be ultra-
fast, it nevertheless has quite a good performance. Its
chief charm, however, lies in the way in which it gives
that performance ; in other words, the car has excellent
manners.

Since the present six was introduced it has been
modified in details only ; thus the current short chassis
sports models have cylinder heads of Whatmough
type, allowing a compression ratio of slightly over 6
to 1 to be used with the side valves that are part of
the design, three
carburetters, and = FeETEESEETEe T T
vacuum Servo
brake actuation.
These modifications
have certainly
proved to be worth
while, as the per-
formance of the car
testifies. :

From a side-valve
engine with a high
compression ratio
one hardly expects
very smooth slow
running, even al-
though it may have
six cylinders. The
H.E. engine is,
however, remark-
ably flexible, and is

on top gear, of about 5 or 6 m.p.h. without the coil
ignition being unduly retarded. Furthermore, the car
will accelerate smoothly in response to the foot throttle,
although it then becomes necessary to retard the igni-
tion to a rather greater degree as the engine speed
increases. The reason for this seeming anomaly is that
the distributor is provided with an automatic advance
as well as with a manual control.

Owing to the engine flexibility it is possible to treat
the car as a top-gear vehicle if one so wishes, and the
acceleration is quite satisfactory if it be so driven,
there being no flat-spot in the carburation. Incidentally,
slow running is provided by the centre one of the three
carburetters only, balance pipes uniting the three
branches of the in-
duction manifold.
i Naturally, much
4 more rapid acceler-
ation is available
for the driver who
will make use of
the indirect ratios,
and as the lightness
of the multi-plate
clutch, which runs
dry, allows rapid
changes to be
made without diffi-
culty, either up or
down, there is no
inducement to
avoid a change of
gear.

In particular,
third gear is a very

quite ready to pull RS pe useful ratio, on
smoothly and even- TR esmyrmanatd  which a speed of
ly at a road speed, 50 m.p.h. can be
y pe
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exceeded. Ordinary main road
hills may, therefore, be climbed
easily on top or possibly slightly
faster on third. Second gear
suffices for gradients of about 1
in 6}, so that very seldom in-
deed is it necessary to have
recourse to first. Owing to the
relatively easy gear change it is
frequently advantageous o pass
direct from second to top, or
vice versa.

Regarding maximum speed :
readings on the speedometer of
78 m.p.h. were obtained in
favourable circumstances, and
the comparatively low timed
speed is explained by the fact
that the engine of the car
~ tested was deliberately being
run for as great a distance as possible without decarbon-
ising or attention to valves being given, it being found
accordingly that one cylinder had a comparatively poor
compression. The acceleration figures, therefore, al-
though good, do not represent the best which could be
obtained.

On a give and take road, the H.E. can put up
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AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

pivoted so that a direct push
does not bring the servo into
use, but a slight tilting motion
of the foot on the pedal as it
is depressed actuates the servo
mechanism as well. The large
size of the brake drums and
shoes helps to render the brakes
smooth and progressive, and
adjustment should seldom be
required. Owing to the effi-
ciency of the brakes, which,
incidentally, can be applied
vigorously on a corner without
affecting the steering, the speed
capabilities of the car may
be utilised to the full in safety.
Another attractive feature is
the very comfortable driving
position which may be obtained,
the separate bucket-type seats being carried on easily
adjustable fittings, and the rake of the steering column
being adjustable in addition. The controls are all con-
veniently placed and operate smoothly and easily, the
clutch pedal in particular calling for very little effort owing
to the well-designed leverage of the withdrawal gear.
Taken as a whole, therefore, the car is an attrac-

a very creditable average,

tive one from the owner-

and the manner in which
it holds the road leaves
nothing to be desired. The

16-60 h.p. H.E. SPORTS FOUR-SEATER.

driver’s point of view, for
1t is speedy, but at the
7 same time smooth and
HORN

steering is light and ENGINE  MIXTURE  IGNITION ‘ silent, with a comfortable
posstiwie " just  the ri_ght _ Q SWITCH  CONTROL LEVER ;LJTTC\I cruising speed of 50 m.p.h.
amount of self-centring P Furthermore, it is easily
action, while it is also 2 maintained in good tune,

exact, and allows the car

to be kept precisely on the
desired course. A steer-
ing damper consisting of
a steel tape passing be-
tween adjustable friction
surfaces is a well-proven
fitting. The suspension
also is sufficiently rigid to
prevent any side sway or
roll on corners, but at the
same time it insulates the
passengers from road
shock and does not con-
vey more than that slight
suspicion of harshness at
low speeds which tells of
well-adjusted shock ab-

Tax £16.

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
16-60 h.p., six cylinders, 65 x 115 mm. (2,290 c.c.).
Wheelbase 9ft. 6in., track 4ft. 6in.

Overall length 13ft. 10in., width 5ft. 6in., height 5ft. 7in.
Tyres : 30 x 5.25in. on detachable wire wheels.

ROTTLE & e of
\ for owing to its side-valve

design it requires little at-
tention for decarbonising
or valve clearances. Its
various units are also ac-
cessible for attention when
necessary, and as the
springs are fitted with rub-
ber bushes the number of
grease-gun nipples is small.

Concerning the coach-
work, the open four-seater
sports body is roomy and
comfortable, and although
the rear compartment is
set close to the front seats,
adequate leg-room is given
by deep wells. The hood
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sorbers and good road Engine—rear axle  Acceleration from Timed speed folds neatly and is secured
holding at high speeds. e 61 M eNns T a— by two wing nuts, while
Pneumatic cushions and i > e g e Py the hood envelope and
squabs do their share in 4.7 to1 117 sec. tonneau cover are in one,

providing comfortable
travel.

A feature of the braking
system is a pedal designed
so that, at will, the driver \
may use the vacuum servo

Weight: 27 cwt.

Tank capacity 18 gallons, fuel consumption 22 m.p.g.
|| 12-volt lighting set cuts in at 10 m.p.h.

Price, with open four-seater body, £695.

so that the car looks neat
when * the rear seat is
empty. The equipment
includes a mechanically
driven screen wiper and
dipping head lamps oper-

s 4| FEET f-o:n BOMPH, ?

ated by a small lever on

or rely on his own unaided © ©)
effort. The pedal is

the steering column.
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