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No. 73.—15 h.p. MORRISOXFORD SALOON

Excellent Top-gear Performance, Smooth, Quiet and Flexible Engine, and Light Controls.

LREADY something of a furore has been created
A by the appearance and the specification of one
of the newest cars produced by the Morris organi-
sations, the 15 h.p. six-cylinder Morris-Oxford. Be-
cause of the clamour for deliveries there was no well
run-in car to be had for trial, and it became necessary
to take a sample car from the ‘‘ line.”” In a sense this
is a drawback, inasmuch as the performance will
obviously not be so good as that of a car with a couple
of thousand miles to its credit. Further, when con-
sidering the performance it is well to observe the price
of the car, for this renders it particularly remarkable.

Top-gear Performance.

First and foremost, the car is a top-gear performer.
Anything from crawling behind a lumbering cart in
traffic up to a good 60 m.p.h. on the level open road is
possible without gear changing. The carburation is
excellent, and the accelerator pedal can be pressed flat
down and clean acceleration results. No ‘‘fancy”
driving is called for. Not that there is any difficulty
about the gear change: as with all Morris machines, the
new car is light and easy to handle in this respect, as
in others.

The clutch pedal has the movement of the clutch
itself spread over its range of travel, meaning that the
engagement is gradual, and there is no tendency for the
car to move off from rest with a jump, a little peculiarity
in some cars which has disconcerted many a novice.

Then the gear lever is long and requires only finger
force to shift it from one gear to another, and there
is a fair amount of latitude in timing the changes. So
long as the driver really does know in his own mind
exactly what he intends to do with his hands and his
feet, this gear change should be easy enough for any-
one to master. 3
Everybody who drives knows that the speed of traffic
is steadily increasing, what with better roads and better
cars. This new Morris is going to increase the average
speed of the average driver without his being aware of
it. Cruising at 40 m.p.h. is so peaceable. On a reason-
ably good, free road the speedometer needle settles
almost automatically at 50 m.p.h. The car holds the
road so steadily, takes so little notice of bad surfaces,
negotiates curves as if running on rails, and engenders
so marked a feeling of security by reason of its potent
brakes, that high speed is no strain.

A Flexible Engine.

The engine is remarkably good ; it is smooth as a good
six should be, quiet, flexible and entirely pleasant. As
an instance it may be said that it will move the car
away from a standstill on top gear. This is not a trick
which any driver is advised to perform regularly, but
it gives an indication of the flexibility of the engine and
the capability of the clutch.

One of the important features is the lightness of the
controls. The clutch pedal does not require heavy
pressure, the accelerator is roller-ended, and the brake
pedal is, as a brake pedal, extraordinarily light in
action. This is due to the use of the hydraulic system
of application which cuts out the possibility of any
spring, or binding, in the brake operating mechanism,
and ensures that practically the whole of the pressure
applied by the foot goes to expanding the brake shoes.
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The result is
to produce a
four wheel brake
set that requires
about the same
pressure as the
clutch pedal in
order to effect
a quick stop. It
may be noted
. with  reference

to the figure
given as the pull-
ing up distance
for the brakes
that the adjust-
ment of the set
had not been
tuned wup, and
that in conse-
quence one rear

: s wheel was in-
clined to lock, which naturally tended to detract very

materially from the effectiveness of the system.
With the idea of facilitating entry into the body the
brake lever on the right of the driver lies practically

flat on the floorboards when off; to bring it into opera-

tion it is pulled upwards.
A lever thus arranged is
both handy and comfort-
able to use, and, incident-
ally, the adjustment is
provided by a flynut
which can be reached im-
mediately.

In the steering there is
a very good balance, that
is to say, the steering is
light, but it is not abnor-
mally low geared. It o\,
stands out as another of B
the good points. There is
at the centre of the steer-

ing wheel a circular 2 2

moulded box carrying 11

various neatly arranged £ o

controls; this device is 1 5 POSITIONS LEVER

unquestionably a refine-
ment in the right direc-
tion. The box provides
on the left a control for
ignition, on the right a

Tax, £15.
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15 H.P. MORRIS-OXFORD SALOON.
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

15 h.p., six cylinders, 63.5 x 102 mm. (1,938 c.C.).

Wheelbase 9ft. 6in., track 4ft. 8in.
Overall length 13ft. 8}in., width 51t. 9in.
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centralised
‘control brings to
mind one or two
special  items.
The first is that
the engine is very
sensitive to its
ignition advance ;
if the car is pro-
ceeding at 35
m.p.h. with ig-
nition retarded |
an advance of
the lever with-
out altering the
accelerator posi-
tion causes an
increase in speed
of nearly 10
m.p.h. For pull-
ing hard, dead :
slow, in top gear oy )
it is necessary to retard the ignition very considerably.
Another point concerns the head lamp control. The
centre of the steering wheel is unquestionably the right
place for the switch, and also it may be remarked that
the head lamps themselves are the Lucas Biflex type,
which give a particularly
good long-distance beam.
The head lamps them-
selves are mounted on a
very strong cross-tube,
which helps to support the
wings, and they are
adjustable. = These are
matters which affect the
convenience of the owner
| who uses a car at night.
Tests on various hills
showed that the car’s
powers of climbing are in
keeping with the flexibility
on top gear on the level.
A gradient of 1 in 10
approached at 35 m.p.h.
was completed on top gear
at 20 m.p.h., smoothly
and quietly. Long hills
of the order of 1 in 6 were
found to be an easy climb
on second gear, finishing
at 20 to 25 m.p.h.
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throttle, whilst a third Tyres : 28 x 5.25in. on detachable wire wheel There are many special
lever attends to ‘all elec- hg‘m Tatie. mﬁi (f\ocfz?:f::nh.). mechanical features which
trical matters. It regu- 1 ﬁ — should lengthen the car’s
lates the charging rate of 5.27 60 10 sec. life; these points were

the dynamo, for which
there are two positions,
switches for the side and
tail lamps and the head
lamps, and also operates
the dip and switch non-
dazzling device in the

Tank capacity 13 gallons, fuel consumption 24 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set, with double charging rate.

| Weight : 25} cwt.
Price, with fabric saloon body, £285.

described in The Autocar
of August 3o0th.’

In conclusion, the run-
ning of the car in ev
way justifies the interest-
ing mechanical specifica-

tion, and is quite in keep-

head lamps.
Mentien of

this

ing with the smart out-

=

ward appearance.
=
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