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The illustration above indicates the size, in feet, of the Morris Minor S.V. panelled saloon

PotWe) —MORRIS MINOR S.V. PANELLED SALOON

No. 646

OR once it seems imperative to depart from studied
phraseology and take to the colloquial because
there is only one current expression in tabloid

form which will give an exact impression of the chief
characteristics of the Morris Minor S.V. engine: ‘It
has guts.”

It certainly has.

That a compact four-seater metal-panelled saloon with
a small four-cylinder side-valve engine should be able
to reach nearly 56 miles an hour against the stop watch
is a remarkable achievement. Naturally enough, a capa-
city for high speed is not a consideration which will
weigh for much with a family man in search of a small
car; but in the case of the Morris Minor S.V. this high-
speed attainment is merely the outward sign of more
important matters, namely, that the car possesses a
general vitality and liveliness which enable the driver to
keep pace easily with the swiftly moving traffic stream
of large cars.

Touring, therefore, becomes a matter of ease and
rapidity ; there is no need to start a holiday run at
6 a.m. in order to cover 200 miles or more in the day.
The possession of this small
car does not entail ‘‘ taking
a back seat’’ on the road.
There is another point, an
engine—and a car—which
will stand being driven all
out for miles without show-
ing the least sign of
fatigue or stress should be
able to stand up to normal
reasonable work for in-
definite periods. These
remarks are made as the
result of some high aver-
age speed touring runs and
of covering a number of
laps of Brooklands track
all out. Incidentally, when
the car was timed to be
travelling at a little below
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56 m.p.h., the speedometer was registering 62 m.p.h.
When driven as an average owner would handle it,
the car is flexible and responsive and cruises very
pleasantly at 35 to 40 m.p.h. Greater speed entails
more noise, of course, but at no time is the engine
harsh or worrying; it seems to revel in work. Despite
the liveliness at the top end of the range, the engine pulls
strongly at low speeds, and asks for remarkably little
gear changing. It will pull the car steadily at 5 to 6
m.p.h. on top gear, and, by virtue of clean carburation,
will move away from such speeds without faltering even
if the accelerator be suddenly pressed down flat on
the floorboards. Hills with a gradient of 1 in 10 or
1 in g cannot be climbed on top gear with a load up,
but a change down to second leaves something in hand
for slowing and accelerating again.

The gear change requires a little practice to secure a
quiet mastery over it; changing up is not particularly
difficult, but in changing down at any but low speeds
it seems better to adhere to the old hand’s method of
holding the accelerator wide open throughout a rapid
double-clutching process, rather than to release the
accelerator and speed up
the engine only when in
neutral. It is not sug-
gested that the gears are
difficult to change, but that
a dead-quiet change re-
quires some attention. The
indirect gears are some-
what noisy, but one can-
not expect £I,190 silence
for £119. Especially, too,
when everything on the
£119 car not only works,
but works well.

The steering is just what
it should be, light, quick,
and not prone to pass road
shocks back to the hand,
and this lightness is of
great value in traffic driv-
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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued)

ing. The springing is comfortable
enough, especially with a good load
on board, and the car is steady and
safe-feeling on corners. It breeds a
complete confidence in its ability to
meet the needs of any road and
traffic conditions.

The brakes, too, are good; they
pull the car up all square, and ex-
hibit no distressing habits of pulling
right or left or of locking wheels
suddenly. More than half the value
of a good four wheel brake set is
that it should achieve the same re-
sult every time. The emergency
stopping distance given in the table
is quite good for the type of car, but,

additionally, under normal conditions of use the brakes

are very satisfactory.

Simplicity is a feature of the controls.

the car tested this plunger

A small lever
for advancing or retarding the coil ignition is provided
at the side of the steering column, but this hardly
ever needs to be touched during ordinary driving—it 1s
left fully advanced. Close to this control is a rotatable
disc to set the slow running. On the far side of the
dashboard is a plunger which is pushed in to give a

. temporarily rich mixture for starting from cold. On

tested was the metal-panelled saloon,
complete with folding roof. = The
body has two wide doors, and access
to the rear compartment is obtained
by tipping the backs of the separate
front seats forward, and then tilt-
ing the whole seat to give an open
fairway. The front seats ¢an be ad-
justed to any desired position by
undoing a pair of nuts which clamp
the hinges to the floor and replacing
them in a fresh position.

In both front and rear compart-
ments the floorboards are sunk so
as to give maximum leg room. In
the doors are windows consisting of
a pair of sliding panels. Each

panel slides; if the front panels are pulled backwards

there is gentle ventilation without draught, and if the

rear ones are slid
warm day is set
fixed. Each door

used throughout.

automatically returned to
the weak position after a

MORRIS MINOR S.V. PANELLED SALOON

short time, which is a good ENGINE .
point to prevent owners SWITCH

running accidentally with LICHTING

the too rich position. The BRAKE CONTROL

electric starting-motor LEVER

switch is in reach of the
driver’s left hand, just aft
of the gear lever.

There is a particularly
sensible point about this
eminently sensible little
car: the fuel tank has a
two-way tap which holds
about two gallons in re-
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a current of air worth having on a
up. The rear quarter-lights are
has a pleated pocket. The equip-

ment includes also a suction screen wiper, a driving
mirror, and a windscreen which can be opened and
locked in any desired position. Also, safety glass is

As to maintenance and accessibility, the belt-driven

dynamo is mounted above
the .engine and its brush
gear is easily reached,
whilst on the off side the
contact breaker and dis-
tributor unit is mounted
vertically where it is
plainly visible. The spark-
|| ing plugs are likewise ac-
cessible. On the off side
also are an ordinary oil
filler and breather and
the dip-stick.

The near side of the en-
gine is equally neatly dis-
posed, and on this side
the starting-motor brushes

serve, and the handle of
this tap can be reached
easily by the toe of the
front-seat passenger, so
there is no need to stop the
car and get out in order to
bring the fuel reserve into
use. The grouped instru-
ments include the ignition
tell-tale, oil gauge,
speedometer, ammeter,
lighting and engine switch,
which has a detachable
key, aud there is an instru-
ment lamp.

Possessing that charac-
teristically clean outline
which distinguishes Morris

GEAR LEVER 1@
POSITIONS =

STARTER ~ GEAR
SWITCH LEVER

DATA FOR THE DRIVER

8 h.p., four cylinders, 57 x 83 mm. (847 c.c.).

Tax £8.

Wheelbase 6ft. 6in., track 3ft. 6in.

Overall length 9ft. 3in., width 4ft. 3in., height 5ft. 1lin,
Tyres: 26 x 3.5in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed
gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile,
17.1 to 1 —
895to 1 8 sec.
489 to 1 16 sec. 55.56 m.p.h.

Turning circle: 34ft. 6in.

Tank capacity 5} gallons, fuel consumption 45-50 m.p.g.
6-volt lighting set cuts in at 14 m.p.h. (two-rate charging).
Weight: 11 cwt. 3 qr. 16 Ib.

Price, with metal saloon body, £119,

are accessible. The brake
adjustment includes a
master setting below the
front floorboards, and at
the ends of the brake cross-
shaft are individual adjust-
ments for the front brakes.
Individual adjustments for
the rear brakes are pro-
vided close by the rear-
axle ends, The batteries
are below the driver’s seat.

Altogether, the Morris
Minor S.V. metal-panelled
saloon is a truly remark-
able small car, remarkable
for its extraordinarily low
price, its excellent per-

cars, the body of the formance, its equipment,
Minor S.V. e is well workmanship, and essen-
arranged. e model —Jl tially practical design.
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