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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS

NQUESTIONABLY
l lit is extremely inter-

esting in itself to find
a British-built car produced
on lines which point to a
close study of transatlantic
methods, as is the case with
the recently introduced
Morris Isis, yet possessing
its own distinct individu-

17.7 h.p. MORRIS
ISIS SALOON

A Car of Exceptional Interest, with
Remarkably Complete Equipment,
at a Highly Competitive Price.
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rattles and squeaks over a
long period.

There are two ways of
viewing the car’s perform-
ance. First, looking upon the
machine as another British
six ; secondly, regarding the
car as a direct rival to the
well known ‘ value for
money '’ American produc-

ality. The car was fully
described in The Autocar
of August 2nd; it is utterly
unlike any machine pre-
viously turned out by the
gigantic and renowned fac-
tories responsible for it.

The external appearance
in particular shows to what
extent the study of the
methods in question has
been carried and gives, as
it were, an indication of the
character of the car as a
whole, as well as of the
nature of its performance.
Certainly a car quite on the lines of this one has never
before been made in England. A point such as the
provision of a hydraulic braking system of a type for
which replacements can be obtained all over the world
certainly ought to show the overseas buyer what has
been done in the attempt to give him a car fitted for
his use.

The engine is the conventional and well-tried Morris
Six overhead valve unit, but the construction of the
chassis and the way in which the body is designed to fit
upon it are ' exceptionally interesting. The strong
pressed steel body drops down over an extremely sturdy
_pressed steel chassis, which has very deep side-
members, the whole forming a rigid unit rather in the
nature of a rectangular steel box.

To look at it in the ordinary way, of course, the car
appears normal, and the unusual layout gives the
advantage of great strength, with probable freedom from

RS 3t tion having a six-cylinder
' engine and possessing excel-
lent top-gear capabilities.
Especially has the car to be
considered as one intended
for export to the Dominions
and settlements overseas.

It is very interesting to
see the way in which a
fine top-gear performance
has been secured, with an
ability to run as slowly as
6 or 7 m.p.h. on that ratio
without snatch to a genuine
60 m.p.h.——and this with
an engine which is neither
expensive to run nor unduly costly as regards the annual
tax involved.

Throughout its range the engine is extremely smooth
and very quiet indeed. For ordinary purposes the car
can be driven very largely on top, and overmuch gear
changing is not called for unless it is wished to obtain
the very maximum of performance from the machine.

At 40 m.p.h., or rather more, the car will cruise
with practically no sound other than that of air entering
the carburetter, and the noise of the tyres on the-
road. Towards 50 m.p.h. there is extraordinary little
increase in noise of operation as a whole, and still
the car remains happy over long distances, relatively
high averages being easily maintained. Its silence in
general below 45 m.p.h. is indeed outstanding and well
worth having, especially remembering the figure at
which the complete car is offered. :

The control is very light, the steering most especially
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“THE AUTOCAR™ ROAD TESTS—(continued).

so, with a full degree of
caster action, and operated
by a 19in. thin-rimmed
wheel carrying on a boss
raised from its centre

throttle and ignition levers,

the horn button, and a con-
trol which deals with the
two-rate charging as well as
with all positions of the
lamps, including the dim-
ming movement. The clutch
pedal is light to depress,
and the clutch itself smooth
in ‘action. The minimum
of effort is required in ap-
plying the hydraulic brakes,
which are progressive and
decided, while the roller-
ended throttle pedal has an
easy movement free from
any suggestion of lost
motion or ‘‘stickiness.”
General ease of handling—a
most valuable point—is a
prominent feature.

Hill-climbing on top gear,
even when an average main
road type of gradient is not
rushed, gives a sense of
flexibility ; a change down
to second, or use of the
ignition lever, can make a
good deal of difference in
certain circumstances, as
also when accelerating from
very low speed on the level.
On first gear there is a very
real reserve of power for ex-
ceptional hills.

Roadholding is good and
the car corners well. At
times there is a certain
degree of side sway on

bends, and on the rougher

" surfaces the back passengers
experience a fair amount
of motion; the shock ab-
sorbers are hydraulic and
single-acting. = The hand
brake could be better placed
for drivers of normal reach
but, actually, it is not in-
tended to be more than a
parking brake.

The equipment is remark-
ably comprehensive and
evidences very real attention
to the convenience of the
user. The car tested, fitted
with wire wheels and with

certain additional equip-
ment, costs £395, as given .

in the table; the export
model, however, with steel

Handsome front of the Morris Isis. The side lamps indicale
the full width of the car.

MORRIS ISIS

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
17.7 h.p., six cylinders, 69 x 110mm. (2,468 c.c.).
Tax £18.
Wheelbase 9ft. 6in., track, 4ft. 8in.
Overall length 14ft. 1}in., width 5ft. 6}in., height 6ft. jin.
Tyres: 29 < 5.5in. on d& hable wire wheel

Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
14.93 19 -
8.11 38 9% sec.
4.8 60 14] sec.

Turning circle: 45ft. 6in.
Tank capacity 15 gallons, fuel consumption 22-23 m.p.g.

12-volt lighting set cuts in at 15 m.p.h., two-rate charging.

Weight: 28} cwt.
Price, with saloon body, £395.

23 FEET firom 26 M.P.H.

artillery wheels, ‘is priced at
£385 for the saloon.

Almost every conceivable
accessory is provided in the
interior. The front seats are
separate and instantly ad-
justable over a wide range
while occupied; they have
pneumatic cushions. The
steering column also is ad-
justable, the single-panel
screen opens right out, and
has a good electric wiper.
Then there are neatly
grouped and panelled in-
struments, indirectly lighted
and including a fuel tank
contents indicator, roof nets,
door pockets, recesses in the
body for small articles, as
well as receptacles behind
each front seat, a roof ven-
tilator and a large scuttle
ventilator. From the
driver’s seat the blind over
the rear window is con-
trolled by means of a wire
concealed within the body.
All six windows wind and

all four doors can be
secured.

General finish is excellent,
including  cellulose and

chromium plating ; there is
a large and strong luggage
grid. Beneath the bonnet the
engine is very neat, the
plugs being reasonably ac-
cessible, and the coil ignition
distributor entirely unob-
structed, as also the carbu-
retter. The engine oil filler
and dipstick are combined,
the orifice is large, and the
wiring is tidy. Equipment on
the car tried also embodied
a temperature indicator in
the radiator filler cap,
buffers front and rear, spring
gaiters, and thermostatic
control, independent of the
driver, for the radiator
shutters. The head lamps
give an exceedingly good
driving light and the dim
position is  particularl
effective.. The dynamo is
driven positively.

A very interesting car in-
deed, which is pleasant to
drive, looks well, gives every
indication of being
thoroughly durable, and
should attain unusual popu-

larity.
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