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No. 53.—MORRIS ISIS ENGLAND

Good All-round Performance, and a Well-finished, Comfortable Fabric Body.

The illustration above indicates the size of the Morris Isis England saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

HEN it was introduced last year the Morris Isis
aroused a great deal of favourable comment,
the machine as a whole being designed with the

definite object of making it better suited to overseas use
than the average car built primarily for use in this
country.

The car was tested last autumn with the standard
four-door steel body, and it seemed probable then that
the car in question was not doing itself full justice. It
has now been ,possible to test another Isis, with a repre-
sentative chassis, and provided, as a matter of further
interest, with an England fabric saloon body. Apart
from the added interest arising out of the individualised
coachwork itself, the performance figures are helped by
reason of this fabric body naturally being considerably
lighter than the metal variety, which assists most of all
in acceleration.

The point which impresses a driver first is the extra-
ordinary smoothness of the engine. Even in accelerat-
ing from low speed on top gear there is no trace of
roughness, and, by the way, the car will run smoothly
at 5 or 6 m.p.h. on that ratio without the need for skill
or knowledge on the part of the driver other than that
- implied by simple retarding of the ignition.

The engine is remarkably
smooth, too, even when advan-
-tage is taken of the more rapid
acceleration made possible by the
use of an indirect gear, and the
effortless way in which the car
will run at a cruising speed
which can comfortably be be-
tween 30 and 45 m.p.h. is
worth having, while the engine
is notable above the ordinary
for the -emarkably small in-
crease in the general sound of
operation when running at near
its maximum, for which reason
the average on a long run can
be high. The speedometer
registered 70 m.p.h. during the
timed test.
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Considering that the Isis engine capacity is a good
deal less than that of the average transatlantic machine
with which, in the nature of things, the car will in-
evitably be compared, the ability to do a big proportion
of a day’s run on top gear is surprising, while for hills
that are steeper than the average main road gradient,
second gear gives a useful range of speed, the actual
maximum on this ratio being in the neighbourhood of
40 m.p.h. For more severe work, as, for instance, on
by-ways, there is an ample reserve of power on first.

As a whole, the car handles well, the steering is very
light indeed, has definite caster action, and therefore
automatic sense of direction, the wheel itself being some
19in. in diameter and thin-rimmed. Incidentally, at
the centre of the steering wheel are controls for the igni-
tion and the hand throttle, as well as a switch which
operates all the lights, including the dimming device.

The gear lever comes conveniently to hand, and the
gear change presents no special difficulty. Certainly the
clutch can be compared with the modern type of Ameri-
can clutch for its smoothness in taking up the drive—
which is high praise—and the driver is not conscious
that the pedal is operating against a strong spring. Then
the accelerator has a roller end and the pedal works
smoothly, and the brakes do not
require heavy pressure, the
action of the shoes being even
and decisive. The hand brake
lever could be better placed,
though in the modern fashion
this brake is regarded as a
parking measure, and actually
it will hold the car stationary on
a gradient of 1 in 4.

Road-holding is excellent for
this type of car; there is very
little sway indeed on corners,
yet the suspension is not hard,
nor are the occupants of the
back seat uncomfortable when
poor road surfaces are encoun-
tered.

The separate driving seat can
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easily be adjusted
in the fore and aft
direction when the
cushion is lifted, as
also can the front
passenger’s  seat.
Thus the position at -
the wheel can be
made comfortable
for drivers of vary-
ing heights, though
for some the posi-
tion is a little low.
The instruments
are grouped and
panelled, and effec-
tively lighted in-
directly; they in-
clude a fuel tank
contents indicator
and a clock, while
the thermometer
mounted above the
radiator filler cap

is visible to the driver even at night, which is excellent.
The specialised bodywork is interesting and good, the
general system of construction of England bodywork

being now well known. It
looks well, the exterior
fabric is nicely finished,
and the attention to general
detail notable. The up-
holstery is extremely weli
carried out on the pneu-
matic principle.

Above the whole width
of the top of the single-
panel windscreen, which,
by the way, opens on the
present production models,

but on this particular car-

—an early example—was
fixed, is a special England
ventilator. The screen
wiper is electric, has dual
blades, and works well.
All four doors can be
locked and the four side
windows wind up and
down.. The blind for the
rear window is operated
from the driving seat;
there is a driving mirror,
as well as the usual roof
lamp. A particularly- use-
ful point is an excellent
sunshine roof, which allows

practically no draught in-*

side the car when it is
open, and is remarkably
unobtrusive when shut.
Really beautiful fittings
are a companion let in at
either side of the back
compartment, which,
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MORRIS ISIS ENGLAND SALOON.
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| DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
17.7 h.r.. six cylinders, 69 x 110 mm. (2,468 c.c.).
Tax £18.

9ft. 6in., track 4ft. 8in.

‘Wheelbase 9ft.

Overall length 14ft. 5in., width 5ft. 7in., height 6ft. 1in.
Tyres :- 29 x 5.5in. on detachable wire wheels.
Engine—rear axle

Acceleration from Timed speed
gle:r’;atoﬂoo. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile.
8.14 to 1 7} sec. 61.55 m.p.h.
482t 1 10} sec.
Turning circle: 45ft. 6in. »
Tank 15 ns, fuel consumption 23-24 m.p.g.
12-volt set cuts in at 14 m.p.h., 12 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
weight s 28 -
3 e
Price, wlth&n‘llnd saloon body, £435.
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incidentally, has

' proper  arm-rests,
the companions be-
ing illuminated in-
directly when re-
quired—a pleasant
touch.

The space and
leg room in both
the front and the
rear compartments
are  remarkably
good, and, due in no

fact, the car is not
at all tiring to drive
or to ride in on a
really long journey.
The accommoda-
tion for small
articles is good,
there being a deep
cubby hole at
either side of the

instrument panel and big wallet-like containers behind
the front seats. The extraordinarily complete equipment
includes even a special holder for a woman’s umbrella,

and loose cushions.

The engine is very neat
indeed, the sparking plugs
are accessible, and the big
combined oil filler and dip-
stick is well placed, while
an interesting point is the
thermostatically controlled
radiator shutters. Ex-
ternal equipment includes
bumpers and a strong lug-
gage grid; the wvarious
greasing points are in the
main well arranged; the
brake adjustments indi-
vidual on each drum.

The beam of the head
lamps is extraordinarily
powerful, making for really
pleasurable night work,
and there is no doubt as to
the legal mounting of the
side lamps.

At 30 m.p.h. with all
the lights on, including the
roof and instrument lamps,
as well as the screen wiper,
there was a discharge of 1
ampere; but with only
the head, side, tail and in-
strument lamps alight the
output balanced the con-
sumption at 30 m.p.h.

A chassis of unusual in-
terest, because of the
reasons underlying its pro-
duction, with a . good,
individualistic body.
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