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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS

MORRIS-COWLEY SALOON.

e HAT shall I receive in exchspge for my hard-
earned money?”’ This is the question to which
an answer is required by the prospective user

of a car such as the renowned Morris-Cowley. Data of
the performance is interesting in its way, but it does
not always convey very much to a new motorist, es-
pecially when his mind may be occupied with specu-
lations as to his ability to drive his first car, to look
after it properly, and perchance to pay for its first
cost and its maintenance, and all that this implies, out
of a slender income.

No ordinary trial can prove the reliability of a modern
car, for this factor is to be measured not in weeks or
months, but in years. It is obvious, however, that the
Morris organisation would never have been built up,
and caused to expand year by year, without its cars
being truly sound. Reliability, therefore, can be taken
for granted. The cost of maintenance, on the other
hand, depends very largely upon the care with which
the car is handled by its user. This is a point which
should never be lost sight of.

Features That Impress.

The model which forms the subject of these notes
was a Morris-Cowley saloon, priced at £190, a sample
that was almost new, freed by some initial road work,
but not in that pleasant ‘‘ run-in *’ condition which a
car attains after about 2,000 miles of sensible handling,
both in the garage and on the road.

There are certain features of a Morris which impress
themselves upon one whenever acquaintance is renewed.
One is the easy way in which the cork-faced clutch takes
up the drive when the car is started from rest: another
is the extreme simplicity of the gear change. It is
hard to believe that any beginner could find difficulty
in managing the change either from low to high gears
or vice versa, provided only that he will hold the lever
lightly and bear in mind the simple reasons for the
movements he is about to make.

STARTER

BUTTON THR&UI‘TLB

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

11.9 h.p., four cylinders, 69.5 x 102 mm. (1,550 c.c.).

Tax, £12,

Wheelbase 8it, 9in., track 4ft. - - -
Overall length 12ft. 8in., width 5ft. lin., height 5ft. 1lin.
Tyres: 29 x 5in on detachable steel wheals,

Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
16.1to 1 — -
8.6 as 10 sec.
5 52 15 sec.

Tank capacity 7 gallons fuel consumption 28 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set.

Weight 20 cwt. 1 qr.

Price, with saloon body, £190.

120 FEET FROM 4O0MPH %
58 FEET FROM 25 MPH /

Brake Test Figures.

o entively simple is the knack—it is not an art in
case—that anyone ought to be able to acquire it,
and if difficulty is en-
countered it can only be the
result of lack of confidence
or of common-sense. There
is, by the way, a provision
which  should certainly
help the beginner to gain
confidence, for spring steel
buffers are fitted across
the width of the car at both
back and front, so that any
slight argument, with the
motor house door, for
xample, will not produce
lisaster to the wings.
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“THE AUTOCAR”

Duotone cellulose finish is used on the at-
tractively modelled saloon, chiefly made of
steel, which has four doors, six windows, .
and a domed back provided with a large
rear window. Three of the doors can be
locked by reversing the movement of the
door handles, whilst the fourth door, the
driver’s, has a separate lock and key. Com-
pared with the cars of last year, one notices
that the frame is lower, and that substantial
dome-shaped wings are fitted. The spare
wheel is firmly locked in place on the left
side by a long lever, which is easy and con-
venient to operate when necessary.

At the front a very stout cross-bar braces
the wings; mounted on this bar are up-to-date head
lamps. The left lamp has a dipping reflector, and,
when a pneumatic control in the driving compartment is
smartly worked, the right-hand lamp is switched out
und the beam from the left lamp swung downwards and
o the left. Here is provision for meeting the dazzle
problem, and also for driving in foggy weather. On
the radiator cap is an indicator giving the water tem-
perature, and it can be read from the driving seat.

Everything really Get-at-able.
Under the bonnet a gauge on the petrol tank indicates
the amount of fuel, while below the tank is a cork-
faced, three-way petrol tap. One position of this is

' off,”” another turns on the main supply, the third:

brings into use a reserve when the main supply has
been exhausted. Also under the right side of the bonnet
is the oil-filler cover with its dipper rod showing whether
the oil is up to the proper level. The transversely
mounted magneto absolutely ‘‘ presents arms *’—contact
breaker and distributor arms——when one stands on this
side of the car, and the carburetter is equaily accessible.
The long tool-box is mounted on the running board.
At the front of each of the forward bucket seats—-
they have tilting backs—is a handle; if the handle be
turned over, the seat is so unlocked that it can slide
backwards or forwards on its runners until the desired
degree of leg reach has been found, when the seat is
again locked. Below the steering wheel is a dial with
two knobs; the right-hand knob gives a carburetter

ROAD‘ TESTS (continued).

setting with a rich mixture for starting, and
the left-hand knob is the ignition control.
The electric starter—being of the chain-
driven dynamotor type—works with a most
impressive silence. .

The gears are quiet, there is no noticeable
noise from the rear axle, whilst the engine
pulls away comfortably and smoothly. The
four wheel brakes hold one easily down the
steepest hill, though they are a trifle sluggish
in pulling up from high speed.

Four of the six windows can be raised
and lowered by winding handles, and in
very hot weather the single-panel wind-
screen can be opened after its outrigger arms
have been unhitched ; also there is a scuttle ventilator
controlled from inside the car. A suction-operated wiper
is provided. Outside the body is a mirror which gives
a good view of the road behind. Every conceivable
comfort and convenient fitting seems to be fitted. There
are mats on the floor; there is a roof net for light
articles, pockets in the backs of the front seats, shelves
in the dashboard, and an electric lamp in the roof.

When the car has accomplished a thousand or two
miles, the new owner may find the performance a little
better than the figures given in tabular form. The car
pulls well at low speeds in traffic, and does not call
for too much gear changing; it will settle down to a
comfortable cruising speed of 40 m.p.h. The 1 in 6
type of gradicnt reguires-a drop into bottom gear, but
second gear is adequate for the lesser hills. Slopes
can be climbed easily enough on top gear, for the en-
gine will plug away strongly.

Good Road Manners.

As compared with last year’s models, apart from ad-
ditions to equipment, and from improvement in style
and finish of the coachwork, the current types show an
infinitely better suspension, not only more comfortable,
but with better road holding. Shock absorbers and
spring gaiters are fitted all round. The brakes have
been made silent by the fitting of ‘‘ de-squeakers *’ in
the form of bands round the rear drums.

For good, honest, British value for money the car
is incomparable..

THOSE BARE TREES.

OTORISTS think with joy of the seasons which

clothe the trees with wondrous foliage, and con-

stantly they are picturing the pleasures of wood-
land picnics, or recalling those scenes of summer when
the moving leaves pattern the road with sunlight.

And yet for pure beauty, of a delicate though severe
type, the winter trees are difficult to surpass. They make,
with their bare branches, lovely and intricate silhouettes
against skies of blue or grey. It is while driving slowly
down some tree-lined way that they are seen to best
advantage, for all that intricate tracery weaves wonder-
ful designs overhead with a far background of moving
grey clouds. '

gradually toward some ridge on which the great beeches
or Scots firs grow. As the sun westers behind the
branches that stand out stark and clear, the warm and
rosy light falls on the trunks and brings into being a
myriad new tints. From the car it is an impressive sight
at the close of a winter’s day.

It is a cheerful thing, too, to watch the woodpigeons
and rooks disporting themselves over the dark woods
some sunny morning, or even to get a better glimpse than
usual of the gay woodpeckers now that there is no hiding
foliage. And at last one sees by the roadside the new
greens gradually creeping in among the bare trees and
one feels that there could be no better setting for the

Most impressive is the scene when the road climbs wonder of new life when winter is ending. L. W.
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