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“THE AUTOCAR”
ROAD TESTS
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7217 hp. JOWETT FABRIC SALOON
Sturdy Small Car Offers a Surprising Amount of Room for Four Occupants.

The illustration above indicates the size of the 7-17 h.p. Jowett fabric saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

tion has been gained by the Jowett for its robust-

ness and reliability. It is extremely interesting
that whereas in the earlier models there was justification
for criticism on the scores of appearance and com-
parative lack of detail refinement, the latest type shows
an extraordinary advance in these respects.

The performance, too, is interesting and satisfactory
in that at a normal speed, say 30 m.p.h., it is prac-
tically impossible to detect that a two-cylinder engine,
and ot a four, is propelling the car. Only in starting
from rest, when a certain amount of care is needed in
sngaging the clutch, and at below 15 m.p.h. on top
gear, does the twin-

ﬁ REPUTATION which amounts almost to a tradi-

cylinder engine be- ~ JrEETeSTIEmm—————— =

come noticeable as - R e
such, but it is never — PR
upduly obtrusive
and’ can, with
custom, be enjoy-
able.

The important
points are that the
car is able to cruise
perfectly happily at
anything  between
20 and 40 m.p.h.;
the maximum avail-
able is entirely ade-
quate; and, above
all, four full-sized
occupants can be
carried in genuine
comfort. The en-
gine is not at all
noisy, is smooth
within the limits of

ordinary use, and will pull on top gear on hills in a
way which is astonishing.

Actually, with a driver who does not wish to obtain
the utmost performance possible from the machine, the
car will do a great deal of a day’s run on top gear.
On the other hand, it will answer at once if the indirect
ratios are used freely, there being a useful range of
speed up to 35 m.p.h. on second, and the gear change
is as simple as any such mechanism can be. Second
gear suffices for the majority of the steeper main road
hills, while on first there is a reserve of power on a
long, rough-surfaced hill with a maximum of 1 in 53,
a gradient on which the speed does.not drop below

‘12 m.p.h. during
the climb; and on
this hill the car can

be stopped and then
restarted easily if
need arises.

Considering the
relatively short
wheelbase of even
the longer chassis
tested, the machine
holds the road well,
there being a cer-
tain amount of fore-
and-aft movement
which does not be-
come pronounced,
but very little body
roll, while, even
when bends are
taken fast, the oc-
cupants of both
back and front seats
are comfortable.
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“ THE AUTOCAR"™ ROAD TESTS—(continued).

In fact, the Jowett gives an
experienced driver that curious
impression of being a bigger car
than it actually is. The separate
driving seat, which, in common
with the front passenger’s seat,
is easily adjustable when the
cushion has been lifted, can be
set so as to provide a really com-
fortable position at the wheel,
which latter, though rather
thick-rimmed as steering wheels
go to-day, is well placed, while
the gear lever is excellently
situated, and the hand brake
lever conveniently to hand. In
spite of the position of the brake
lever, on the right-hand side, by
the way, it is not unduly diffi-

cult for the driver to get out i

brake itself is powerful,
which is definitely worth having. The pedal-operated
brakes are decisive, do not require heavy pressure, and
The steering is geared
fairly high, and is therefore more quick in action and
more definite than is usually the case to-day, has no

through his door, and the hand

the action of the.shoes is even.

caster action, but, despite
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the driver, as well as
mirror is fitted on the

indirectly illuminated instru-
ments, as well as a roof net.
Neither clock nor thermometer
is standard equipment, but the
blind for the rear window can
be controlled from the driving
seat; the single-panel wind-
screen opens out wide, can be
secured at any point, and has
a good electric wiper, while the
mats on the floors properly ex-
clude draughts.

Beneath the front mat, inci-
dentally, is the switch for the
starting motor, where unautho-
rised persons are not likely to
discover it easily, and it can be
operated either by foot or by
hand. There is a roof lamp,
the switch being within reach of
a roof ventilator. A driving
forward right-hand door pillar,

outside the car, where it does not seem to be as effec-
tive as it might be; the lighting equipment includes
side lamps, all the lamps being switched on by a
control on the instrument board ; the head lamp beam

is good; there is no dim-

the high gear ratio, is
reasonably light.

The detail work and
equipment of the fabric
body tested are extraor-
dinarily complete. The up-
holstery is good and looks
very durable, while the
seat cushions and squabs
are well sprung, the
amount of leg room and
space everywhere being
distinctly above the
average for a car of this
size; actually, the back
seat has a width of 3ft. 7in.
A big container formed in
the tail of the body,
reached easily from inside
the car by lifting the
hinged squab of the back
seat, and capable of hold-
ing a very considerable
amount of luggage, is ex-
tremely useful.

In addition, there are a
shelf above the rear squab,
pockets in the four doors,
which latter can be locked,
and, by the way, have

LIGHTING ;
CONTROL o= Y

7-17 H.P. JOWETT FABRIC SALOON.

STRANGLER g

Turning circle 32ft.
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POSITIONS

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

7.02 l:.}).. two cylinders, 75.4 x 101.5 mm. (907 c.c.).

Tax £7.

Wheelbase 8ft. 6in., track 3ft. 9in.

Overall length 12ft. 6in., width 4ft. 7in., l:ﬁht 5ft. 7}in.

Tyres: 27 x 4.40in. on detachable wire w! S.

Engine—rear axle
gear ratios.

Acceleration from Timed speed
steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile.

9} sec. 47.37 m.p.h.
5.12 17{ sec.

andi o r Tank capacity 4 ilons, fuel consumption 40 m.p.g.
winding \(\ilmdo“s df(:i' d'the 6-volt llghﬂ;yg cuts in at 12 m.p.h., 10-amps. at 25 m.p.h.
' two-rate o -
two rear doors an 1ding W(e oy mchtrnintm )

windows, 'which remain
stationary properly in any
required position, in the
forward pair. Also, there
is a cubby hole on either
side of the grouped and

Price, with de luxe fabric saloon body, £177 10s.

41 FEET from 30 M.P.H.‘_kﬁ

ming device; and at 30
m.p.h., with all lights and
auxiliaries on, in addition
to the screen wiper, the
output of current balances
the consumption.

The engine is compact
and the important units
are accessible, the oil filler
being well placed, with a
float-operated level indi-
cator close to it, and the
ignition coil and dis-
tributor are sufficiently
high to be out of the way
of ordinary flood water.
The greasing points ap-
pear, in the main, to be
sensibly afranged with
an eye to the future owner,
and the brake adjustments
for the pedal-operated set
are accessible at both back
and front, and do not re-
quire the use of a spanner.
The battery is on the near-
side running board.

Certainly the general
appearance of the car is
greatly improved, and
wire wheels are well worth
having from many points
of view. The value is un-
questionable, and the car
undoubtedly capable of
giving thoroughly good
service, with a full load,
at low running costs.
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