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Road Tests Showing Principal Characteristics
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THE 4-LITRE INVICTA SPORTS

Outstanding Performance, Comfort and Flexibility

Low, fast and powerful : the latest 4}-litre Invicta Sporis model.

HERE are probably not more

than one or two other makes of
car in the world (apart from:those
built specially for racing) that can
compare, for acceleration, with the
41-litre Invicta Sports. Certainly
there is no normally constructed
automobile with the same perform-
ance at anywhere near the same
- cost, Even by paying double the
price ‘of the Invicia, it is doubtful if
one could obtain a car with a com-
parable performance on top gear,

6 m.p.h. on Top !

Here is no harsh racing car on
which frequent recourse must be
made to the gear lever in traflic or
on winding roads, but a smooth,
flexible touring car which will
trickle along on top gear at 6 or 7
m.p.h. and will pick up speed
smoothly and wiith extraordinary
rapidity immediately the accelerator
pedal is depressed.

At the other end of the scale it
will exceed 90 m.p.h. and should be
capable, if in first-class condition, of
100 m.p.h.

On fairly sharp curves that will
not be rounded, by a sensible driver,
at more than 55 m.p.h. or 60 m.p.h.
on an ordinary touring car, the
Invicta can be driven at over 80
m.p.h. without the slightest effort in
steering or any feeling of insecurity.
The road-holding is all that can be
desired and, owing to the low seating
position, the driver experiences a
delightful sense of stability.

The steering is light, positive, and
has sufficient self-centring action
for it to straighten out automatic-
ally after rounding a bend. It is en-
tirely free from any ‘“ kick” at the
steering wheel, the driver’s hands
being completely insulated from all
road shocks, There is no suggestion
of shimmy, wheel-wobble or patter,
even at the highest speeds of which
the car is capable. The whole of the
Byfleet banking at Brooklands can,
for example, be taken *“hands off "
at 90 m.p.h.

The Invicta engine, a six-cylinder

overhead-valve job of less than 4}
litres capacity, develops round about
100 b.h.p. The completely equipped
car weighs 29 cwt. It is not surpris-
ing, therefore, that one experiences
in driving it a feeling of latent
power, that one has only to “put
one's foot down ™ to shoot up a steep
hill at tremendous speed, or to flash
up to 60, 70 or 80 miles an hour in
an ineredibly short space of time,
The engine really has * punch,” but
s0 quiet and smooth is it at all speeds
up to about 50 m.p.h. that one is
scarcely conscious of its existence.

The engine.

Note the two S.U. carburetters and reserve fuel and oil tanks.
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At about 56 mp.h. a certain
amount of roughness becomes per-
ceptible, but this passes off at about
62 m.p.h. and at all higher speeds
the engine is vibrationless but no
longer silent. This subdued roar
from the power unit is not unplea-
sant, however, when travelling fast.

pr

The clutch is smooth—one can
start off, if so inclined, on the 3.6 to
1 top gear—and light to operate.

The brakes, of the direct-acting
type, are applied without the
slightest effort, and are immensely
powerful. Nobody can grumble at
brakes that will stop a car doing 50
m.p.h. in only 30 yds.! What is
more, none of the wheels lock and
the car pulls up in an absolutely
straight line even on wet tarmac.
On greasy surfaces, however, it is
just as well to remember that the
tremendous acceleration on the lower
gears may precipitate a skid and, if
taking a slippery hair-pin bend, the

tail may slide round more easily
than would be the case with a car
that was built higher. With these
reservations, however, the car is as
safe on wet roads as on dry, which
is saying a great deal.

One of the greatest attractions of
the Invicta power-unit is that it runs

Showing the huge rear
petrol tank and spare
wheel mounting.

on ordinary petrol. One can, there-
fore, take it abroad without experi-
encing any anxiety as 1o supplies‘of
non-pinking fuel being obtainable.
Indeed, it is practically impossible
to make this engine “ pink ”; it will
only do so, in a very mild sort of
way, if the driver uccelerates vio-
lently on top gear at 8 m.p.h. or 10
m.p.h. with the ignition fully ad-
vanced.

While on the subject of fuel, about
16 m.p.g. is the average consumption
obtained, but we have heard of 20
m.p.g. being obtained regularly from
one of these cars, The oil consump-
tion is very low indeed.

TABULATED DATA FOR THE

CHASSIS DETAILS.

Inzicta: 43-litre Sports four sea‘er, six-
cylinders, 885 mm. by 120 mm.
(4,467 c.c). Tax £30. Overhead
valves, coil and magneto ignition.

Gearbox: Ratios—3.6, 49, 7.0, and
104 to 1. Right-hand control.
Engine speed Q.IO rpm. at 20

m.p.h. on “top.
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INVICTA SPORTS
_ CURVES
ROAD-DRY CONCRETE
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PERFORMANCE.

Speeds on Gears: Top, 90 m.p.h.;
third 75 m.p.h.; second 50 m.p.h.
Minimum speed, top gear, 6 m.p.h.

Petrol Consumption: 16 m.p.g.

Acceleration : Standstill to 60 m.p.h.,
through the gears, 143 secs.

-outstanding

The car we tested was put at our
disposal by Motor Showrooms, Ltd.,
of 33f Davies Street, London, W.1.
This concern has standardized a
special two-door sports four-seater
with pleasing lines, selling at the
low figure of £950 complete. The
front seats are adjustable to the ex-
tent of 16 ins. and are, of course, of -
the bucket type, with pneumatic
upholstery. A. single-panél wind
screen is fitted.

Improving with Use.

As it had done only some 800 miles
when we took it over, and will not
begconsidered fully run-in until it
has about 6,000 or 8,000 miles to its
eredit, there is every likelihood that
the performance will improve
materially with the passage of time.
We also had an opportunity of driv-
ing the actual car which won the
Monte Ciarlo Rally:just as it got-
back, before the.engine had received
any attention from the makers. In
spite of being a bit ou of condition,
due to its having been driven some
thousands of miles with insufficient
clearances on four of the valve-
rockers, it easilytattained 90 m.p.h.
for ¢ measured quarter-mile at
Brooklands, against the wind, and
with only a short run in which to get
up speed.

Taking it all round, the new ultra-
low Invicta Sports model is an ex-
tremely attractive car, with a really
performance, and
represents very good value. It defi-
nitely fulfils:the demand for a good,
fast, easily handled British Sports
car at a moderate price and seems -
iikely to achieve a well-merited
Success,

DRIVER.

DIMENSIONS, ETC.

Wheeltase, 9 ft. 10 ins. ; track, 4ft.8ins. ;

grounds clearance, 6 ins.; length

overall, 14 ft. 4 ins.; width, 5 ft. 6ins.
Height (top of windscreen), 4t. 4ins.
Turning Circles : Left, 38 ft. 8 ins. ; right,
.46 ft. 3 ins.
Weight (unladen) : 29 cwt. 0 qr. 9 1b.
Chassis, £750. Four-seater,

Price:

3




