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Road Tests Showing Principal Characteristics.

" THE 1931 INVICTA SALOON

Outstanding Performance of a £765 British 43-Litre Car

Showing the imposing appear-

ance and comfortable

body of

the 1931 Invicta.

HE Invicta has always been

famous for its acceleration and
hill-climbing, and has, so to.speak,
been sold on its performance. Hither-
to it has been regarded as an expen-
sive car—the cheapest saloon cost
£1,475—but recently the makers an-
nounced a sensational drop in price,
quoting an attractive new four-door
saloon at only £765, with the same
specification as previously.

We were anxious to see how much,
if at all, the performance of the car
was affected by this drastic price
reduetion, and therefore carried out
a 250-mile test of one of the latest
models standardized for 1931,

A Comfortable Saloon.

This proved to be a thoroughly com-
fortable family car with a wide,
roomy saloon body, with sliding roof.
The springing was excellent at all
speeds and there was none of that
harshness of suspension that one so
often associates with fast cars.

The performance was everything

that one expects from an Invicta..

Despite its heavy, comfortable
saloon bodywork, a speed of over
81 m.p.h. was attained over the half-
mile at Brooklands, while the fest
hill was climbed in the astonishing
time of 112 secs. Moreover, from a
MPH,

steady 10 m.p.h. on top gear 50
m.p.h. was reached in 15 secs. and
75 m.p.h. in 42 secs. This perform-
ance was not obtained, as many

CAR TESTED: 4}-litre Invicta sun-
shine saloon, price £765.

ENGINE: Six cylinders; overhead
valves; 88.5 mm. bore; 120.64 mm.
stroke; 4,467 c.c. R.A.C. rating,
29.1 h.p. Tax, £30.

GEARBOX: Four eds and reverse;
ratios, 3.9, 5.2, 7.5 and 11,8 to 1.

MAXIMUM SPEEDS ON GEARS: Top,
81.08 m.p.h.; 3rd, 68 m.p.h.; 2nd,
40 m.p.h. :

STANDING START, USING GEARS:
To 38 m.p.h.=8} secs.; to 59.2
m.p.h.=183 secs.; to 75.6 m.p.h.=
37% secs.

SUSPENSION: Half-elliptic springs
all round, controlled by Luvex
shock absorbers.

BRAKES: Direct acting on all four
wheels

WHEELS AND TYRES: R

e-Whit-
worth wire detachable, with 31 by

6 Dunlop tyres.
TURNING CIRCLES: Left, 47 ft.;

right, 46 ft. 6 ins.

DIMENSIONS : Wheelbase, 10 ft. 6 ins. ;
track, 4 ft. 8 ins.; overall length,
15 fe.; h, 5 ft. 6 ins.; height,
5 ft. 11 ins.

WEIGHT: As tested (unladen) 33 cwt.

INVICTA CARS,
- The Fairmile, Cobham, Surrey.
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would suppose, by intensive weight
reduction, for the power-weight
ratio of the Invicta is nothing out
of the ordinary. A 4i-litre, six-cylin-
der power unit, developing some
100 b.h.p., is employed, and the total
weight of the vehicle is over 88 cwt.
This should go to prove that the
weight of the car has not been cut
down below the limits of safety in
order to obtain a good performance.

A Thrilling Experience.

On the road the experience of
driving an Invicta is positively
thrilling. Steep hills that are
tackled by the average car some-
what laboriously on second or third
gears are as flat highways to the
Invicta, which swoops up them with
effortless ease on about half-throttle.
When a gap in the traffic presents
itself, the depression of the accelera-
tor sends the car shooting forward
long before any other cars on the
same line have got more than a
yard or two.

This naturally means that un-
usually high average speeds can be
maintained in absolute safety, for it
is not necessary to corner fast or to
drive rapidly through narrow or
congested streets in order to put a
big number of miles into the hour.
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¢ distances and accommodation of the Invicta.
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Indeed, at the end of a run one is
rather surprised, unless one knows
the Invicta, to find in how short a
time a given journey has been ac-
complished, even when the driver is
making no attempt at speed.

Because of its qualities of accele-
ration and hill-climbing, it is prac-
tically never necessary fully to ex-
tend the Invicta. Indeed, it makes
very little difference on such a car
whether one indulges in frequent
bursts of 70 m.p.h. or 80 m.p.h. or
keeps below the 60 m.p.h. mark. The
ultimate speed of the car should be
regarded more as an indication of
the immense reserve of power wait-
ing to be unleashed at the opening
of the throttle.

The brakes on the Invicta are also
well above the average. They come
on with absolute smoothness and
stop the car in amazingly short dis-
tances even from fairly high cruis-
ing speeds. Only 46 ft., or about
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three car lengths, are, for instance,
necessary to come to a standstill
from a speed of 40 m.p.h. From
20 m.p.h. the car can literally be
stopped in little more than a third
of its own length.

- The four-speed-and-reverse gear-
box provides an easy change, and
allows the motorist who likes to use
his gears to indulge in some very
‘snappy getaways. For instance, from
a standing start to 38 miles an hour
takes only 8% secs., 59.2 m.p.h. is
reached in 18% secs., and 75.6 m.p.h.
in 872 secs. The gear lever can be
shifted like lightning from one posi-
tion to the other when accelerating
through the gears, without there
being the slightest resistance to the
movement of the lever or any per-
ceptible noise.

Part of our test consisted of a
run down to the South Coast, via
Leatherhead, Reigate, Godstone,
Riverhead. Wrotham Heath, Maid-
stone and Ashford, returning by the
mal;x F.lkec‘one road. Even on such

B

acclivities as Wrotham Hill, and
with top gear engaged, the car
would leap forward at a touch of
the accelerator. A speed of a mile
a minute could be attained on this
hill without the accelerator pedal
being fully depressed.
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indication that the car is really
travelling very fast above this
speed.

The steering is light and accurate,
while any likelihood of wheel
wobble or shimmy developing is eli-
minated by the use of a Luvax
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A three-quarter rear view,
Note the width of the body.

At all ordinary touring speeds the
car, as a whole, is pleasantly quiet.,
. Between 50 m.p.h. and 60 m.p.h.
there is, however, a period of vibra-
tion which is noticed more by the

driver than by the passengers. At
61 m.p.h. this period disappears and
only a subdued rumble from the
metal-panelled bodywork gives any
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steering damper on the front axle,
Luvax shock absorbers also being
used to damp excessive spring
action.

The bodywork is thoroughly com-
fortable and the equipment most
complete. As on previous Invicta
models, dual ignition by magneto
and by battery and coil is provided,
both sets being normally utilized.
Under the bonnet there is a 13-gallon
auxiliary fuel tank and there is also
a reserve supply of one gallon of oil,
which can be transferred to the
sump by turning a tap.

The brake and gear levers are
placed on the driver's right, and
although they restrict to some ex-
tent the ease with which the driver
may leave his seat by the off-side
door, they do not by any means pro-
vide an insuperable obstacle.

At its new price the Invicta

should spring into rapid popularity
among those who have hitherto not
been able to afford such a high-
grade motorear. It certainly provides
a performance that will thrill the
most blasé, is soundly constructed,
and should give many years of satis-
factory running,



