December 28th, 1928,

HE 4}-itre Invicta
is really an extra-
ordinary type of car.
First of all, it is not offered
purely as a super-sports
model appealing because of
an exceptionally high per-
formance, but as a normal
touring car.

Now as a rule there is a
very considerable differ-
ence between a sports car
and a normal machine for
the average man. The
experienced driver can tell
almost at once which type
he is handling, for certain
attributes of the one are
lacking in the other, and
vice versa. But the In-
victa most certainly com-
bines the qualities of both
types of cars and does so
without really sacrificing
anything essential to either
type.

When driven by the en-
thusiastic expert with much
use of the gear change it is
a really fierce, somewhat
hard, sports car with an
almost terrific performance.
One has only to study the
acceleration figures to
realise that fact, for if a
car accelerates from a
steady 10 to an actual
30 m.p.h. on first gear in
as small space of time as
32 4S., the sensation must

obviously be as though the
crew of the car were being
hurled bodily forward by
the back of the seat. This
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

4}-litre, six cylinders, 88.5x%120.64 mm. (4,467 c.c.).
Tax £30.

Wheelbase 10ft., track 4ft. 4in.

Overall length 14ft. 4in., width 5ft. 8in., height 5ft, 3in.

Tyres: 30X 5.25 in. on detachable wire wh
Engine-rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.g.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.}
11.3 2 3% sec.
o 43 3% sec.
5.2 68 5 sec.
39 —_ 6} sec.

Fuel consumption 18 m.p.g. Tank capacity 14 gallons.
12-volt lighting set.

Price : With four-seater touring body £1,285,

Weight of complete car 26 cwt.

. Brake test from 25 m.p.h.

almost violent acceleration
possible on first is all but
matched by that obtained
on second; and even on
top, which latter is not a
low ratio, the figures are
exceptional.

On the other hand, the
car should appeal to the
average driver, not as a
sports model but as very
nearly the ideal touring
car, simply because it has
a wonderful performance
on top gear and, if driven
reasonably, has that almost
silent suggestion of latent
power which is far more
valuable than the same
power accompanied by
noise.

For example, the car will
climb a gradient of 1 in 63
on top gear with two pas-
sengers on board and with-
out attempting to rush the
gradient, maintaining a
minimum speed of 20
m.p.h. It can be brought
slowly round an awkward
turn at the bottom of a
section of 1 in 7}, be driven
actually on to the gradient
itself, and then accelerated
away on top gear. There
is absolutely no necessity
to rush a hill and, there-
fore, there need be no
suggestion of anxiety even
when the driver is con-
fronted with a steep hill
and with plenty of other
traffic. For, should cir-
cumstances so dictate, the
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car will travel uphill at from 8 to 10 m.p.h. behind
other vehicles labouring on the gradient without any
sign of stress and without using any other ratio than top.

Similarly, in thick traffic, so long as the car is moving
very slowly, anybody who has an elementary notion of
using the clutch and throttle need not change at all. It
is distinctly interesting to find that the car will accelerate
fast past other machines obviously doing their best on one
of their intermediate gears. :

All this means that the Invicta is probably one of
the easiest existing cars to drive, because, at the worst,
all one has to do is to move off for half a car’s length
on second gear, and then immediately to put the lever
into the top speed notch, an action which needs little
or no skill. To be able to run without effort and to
cruise with very little noise at anything from 30 to 50
m.p.h. is a much more valuable asset than an extremely
high maximum.

A Dual Personality.

It may be that this type of car will be of the greatest
assistance in setting a new fashion by proving, even to
the enthusiast, that a silent sports car is much more
interesting, even more fascinating to handle, than has
ever been imagined before. On the subject of maximum
speeds circumstances did not allow more than an actual
75 m.p.h. on top gear, but the car should be able to
attain 8o m.p.h.

The question arises as to why the car possesses, as it
were, a dual personality. The answer is that the engine
is big—for 4} litres is almost very big to-day—and the
car as a whole is much lighter than most machines with
a similar power unit. It is almost as light as some
modern 1,500 c.c. machines. That, of course, has its dis-
advantages as well as its advantages ; there is, however,
no question but that the performance of a car so con-
structed is remarkably convincing.

At full throttle there is a certain hardness, at maximum
revs. there is considerable noise—in the circumstances
that is only to be expected—the brakes are good, the
clutch takes up smoothly, though, by the way, there was
a certain amount of transmission backlash in the car
tested, and the steering is light and low geared. Prob-
ably with fast cornering in view the shock absorbers
were on the tight side, which, with only two passengers
on board, made the suspension a little hard, but it was
worth maintaining this hardness to keep the car rigid
on sharp bends.

As to detail, the facia board, for some curious reason,
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seems to be a mass of instruments, yet the only features
additional to those normally found appear to be three
fuel tap controls, so possibly the impression is just a
result of the grouping. At full throttle on an indirect
gear the auxiliary gravity tank should be brought into
operation, otherwise the carburetters are liable to starve.

Underneath the bonnet two small inspection lamps are
placed on the dashboard, so that either side of the engine
can be illuminated zt night if any adjustments have to
be made. The thermometer in the radiator cap is supple-
mented by another on the instrument board, which is
connected to the water circulation at a point close to the
thermostat. On quite a cold morning the engine starts
instantly on the starting motor, while the thermostat, by
the way, seems to be effective, since the engine will
pull without further delay. Starting is made easier by
what amounts to an independent small carburetter addi-
tional to the two main S.U. instruments ; this is brought
into action by a control in front of the driver.

The throttle and ignition controls on the steering wheel
should delight the heart of the enthusiast, since they are
held rigidly in position by the teeth of a quadrant but
can be disengaged from the teeth and so be moved
without a sound. The locking mechanism for the gears
is somewhat strong, since it requires quite an effort at
times to get the lever out of the second speed slot. The
gears are a little noisy, and the back axle at times has
a hum, but the gears are used so little that this can
scarcely count. :

Comfortable Upholstery.

In the cap of the petrol tank at the rear of the chassis
is a dipstick showing the number of gallons in the tank.
The row of plugs under the exhaust pipe look as though
they would be a little difficult to deal with when the
engine is hot, and those on the opposite side of the engine
are not too easy of access without some form of special
spanner.

The body is good, the pneumatic upholstery being par-
ticularly comfortable, the front seats are adjustable in-
dependently, the side curtains fit accurately, and the
right-hand door to the driving compartment is quite
useful, in spite of right-hand controls. What appears to
be an additional strut for the centre of the windscreen
looks as though it had been added as an afterthought,
the electric windscreen wiper functions well, and the head
light dimming device is properly effective. It is difficult
to imagine any car better in respect of acceleration and
top gear performance.

THE INSULT.

MAN insulted me the other day, and ever since
I’ve been sharpening my gun in case I meet him
again. It happened like this. At the Olympia
Show I saw an awfully nice little two-seated Austin
Seven. It had a very chaste two-colour scheme of body-
work, and, by dint of seriously threatening to withdraw
my overdraft, I persuaded my bank manager to say
" ‘Yes."
Well, I took it out for an airing last week-end, and
1 had a succés fou; to talk sense and English, I was
the admired of all beholders—or, rather, the new baby
was. People on the footpaths pointed me—I mean
the baby—out to one another. People in lordly limou-

sines got cricks in their necks from turning to look
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at us through the back windows. People in open cars
nearly fell out in their efforts to get a good view. In
fact, it was all very jolly, and I had on my new autumn-
leaf brown suiting, and looked—but, there, I don’t want
to boast.

At the height of my success I overtook two men—er,
one man and a thing—on bicycles. I blew the horn to
advise them of my approach, and they drew one inch
and a half over to the left of the centre of the road. As
I came level with them the ‘‘ thing *’ who was the nearer
to me, burst into a coarse guffaw. ‘‘ Lumme, ’Arry,”
I heard him shout to his low friend, *‘ I thought it was
a motor car.”’

Now, I ask you. VAGRANT.
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