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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS (continued).

Generally speaking, the
saloon, fully loaded with
five passengers, needs se-
cond where most cars re-
quire third gear on a given
gradient.

On 1 in 63, for instance,
the car wanted first, but
in that case there was a
certain amount of wheel
slip due to ice on the road.
The acceleration figures
tell their own tale, and yet
the fact remains that this
car, during an ordinary
day’s run, can maintain a
steady 40 m.p.h. if neces-
sary, without the engine
labouring and with a re-
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is of any great importance

14-45 h.p. TALBOT SALOON. in any case, but it would

be unfair to say that the

SRR ok ift full speed of the Talbot is

CONTROL

only 55 m.p.h. Subse-
quent to this test the same
car was taken out with a
new speedometer drive,
and a maximum of over
60 m.p.h. obtained on top
gear.

There is much interesting
detail work. The tools
are carried in a container
on the engine ride of the
dashboard, the luggage
grid at the back folds into
obscurity when it is not
required, a dashboard in-

serve of power to deal with strument shows the level in
gradients. DATA FOR THE DRIVER. the fuel tank, the electric

The suspension is good, screen wiper, of course,
there is not overmuch 14-45 h.p., six cylinders, 61 x 95 mm. (1,666 c.c.). Tax £14. functions at all speeds, and
roll when cornering, and Wheelbase 10ft., track 4ft. 7}in. the one-piece screen can be
the machine has one great Overall length 14ft., width 5ft. 9in., height 5ft. 10in. opened wide enough to give
feature. It handles like a Tyres- 30 x 4.75in. on detachable wire wheel ample ventilation, and is
car costing three or four Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration N aided by two big scuttle
times as much. All the gear ratios, (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.). ventilators. The catches
controls, the steering and v - = of three of the doors can be
the brakes, are light and .66 P 10§ sec. secured, while the fourth
properly sensitive, but, 5.87 = 173 sec. door is locked with a key.
further, the machine is Tank capacity 14} gallons, tuel consumption 22 m.p.8. The anti-dazzle device
quiet and smooth, and that 12-volt lighting set. is controlled from the top

alone entitles it to atten-

. Weight 25 cwt. 1 gr.
tion from any average

. Price, with Weymann saloon body, £505.
driver, 3 . =

The maxima in the table

of the steering wheel and
operates by switching out
the near-side head lamp,

omit the figures for top
gear for an interesting

alight and pointing across
to the near side. A second

.25 FEET from 25 MP.H. ﬂ leaving the off-side lamp
'

reason. The speedometer
was suffering from one of

control above the wheel
illuminates a direction in-

those curious attacks of

irregularity which sometimes affect these instruments. It
was only with the greatest care that it was possible to make
certain of the maxima for the indirect gears. At
about 50 m.p.h. some other factor seemed to affect the
reading, for 55 m.p.h. was the maximum obtained, and
there was every suggestion that the speedometer was
reading low at that speed. Not that a high maximum

dicator at the rear.

There is no doubt that the unpleasant noise created
by the pinion drive of too many starting motors is most
irritating. The absolute silence of the Talbot’s dyna-
motor is an excellent feature, and even on a very cold
morning the engine starts at once, and pulls before it i
really more than just warm. :

Altogether a beautiful little thoroughbred car.

23.8 h.p. HOTCHKISS SALOON
Three-litre, Six-cylinder Weymann-bodied French Car Costing £600.

HOSE who had practical experience of

the four-cylinder Hotchkiss of a year or

two ago will be considerably surprised
if they try the modern six-cylinder three-litre
model. The earlier cars have a wonderful §
reputation for reliability and for an inherent M
sturdiness which showed itself when the car
was new in a certain stiffness, not overcome
until at least a thousand miles had been
covered. This stiffness was really due to the
tight fit of every bearing, but it had one
curious consequence, in that so long as the

car was new it was difficult to obtain an
accurate idea as to its performance. At first
the impression was formed that the car was
heavy on its controls and not lively in the
| sense that the very modern engine is expected
“to be lively.
! Since that time it is perfectly obvious that
| a great deal of change has taken place, and,
while it is not for a moment to be supposed
that the six-cylinder car is any less robust
than its predecessor, it has, nevertheless, be-
come entirely different in every characteristic.

b= =

= =A|

E 23



284

and before
many  miles
have been
covered a
driver ought
to become
fully accus-
tomed to it.
The engine,
too, shows
real power
and real
acceleration,
especially on
the higher
gear ratios,
considering
the relatively

heavy and certainly large
saloon body carried. Also
it has that excellent

feature of being able to
run at a given speed
almost without sound.
For the greater part of its
range the power unit is not
obtrusive, and only at the
very limit of engine speed
is there a definite noise.
At extremely ‘low speed
on top gear a slight hard-
ness is excusable and not
unpleasant; the car can
be manceuvred and driven
for the greater part of a
day’s run on top gear.

Then the steering is
much lighter than hitherto,
with just sufficient castor;
a thin - rimmed spring-
spoked “steering wheel of
a special type is used.
The brakes at first seem
unduly soft, but a stop-
ping distance of 23ft., as
shown in the diagram,
suggests that they are
really more powertul than
they would appear to be.

There is a certain
amount of roll, and the
shock absorbers need to
be tight, especially on the
front axle. The suspen-
sion as a whole, particu-
larly over rough roads, is
decidedly good.

o flime,

The gear lever

either side.

“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS (continued).

On first taking the wheel it is at once noticeable that
the car has all that delicacy of control which is the
life and soul of a modern machine.
moves lightly, the gears are easy to feel and to handle,
and though the special locking mechanism, in the form
of a slot into which the lever falls when in third gear
position, is liable to puzzle the uninitiated, that form of
locking gear is nevertheless the most satisfactory of all

|
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
23.8 b.p., six cylinders, 80x10) mm.
Tax, R24.
Wheelbase 10It. lin., track 4ft. 6}in.
Overals leng.h 13tt. 4}in., width 51t. 4in., height 5ft. 9in.

(3,015 c.c.).

. Tyres: 32x6in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Maxima, Acceleration.
gear ratios. {(m.p.n.) (10-30 m.p.h.).
19.5 18 -—
10 37 5 sec.
7.2 50 54 sec.
4.55 72 9! sec.

Tank capacify 14 gal'ons, fue. consumption 18 m.p.}.
12~voit righ«ing set.

Weight 31 cwt. 1 gr. 14 1b.

Price, with Weymaan saloon body, £600.

ﬁ_‘ 23 FEET from 25 MP.H.
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As regards the coachwork,-the front seat is wide
enough for three people, with 3ft. 8in. overall, and
1ft. 3in. to the nearest pedal on the driver’s side, the
rear seat being 3ft. 6in. wide, narrower than the front—
that is because there are two special arm-rests, one at
The height from the seat to the roof is
3ft. 2in., which gives plenty of room and eliminates
any ‘“ boxed in "’ feeling, and the car altogether is

comfortable.

The two
metal con-
tainers, one
in each
valance, for
tools and
small  parts
are not too
conveni-
ent and let in
water in bad
weather, but
it would be
easy to make
. a special tool-

: box to re-
7 % place them.
Chromium plating, stated
to be quite durable, is a
great boon. All brakes
can be adjusted at one
point and the detail work
throughout is good, the
wiring, by the way, par-
ticularly so.

Not the least important
feature of the car as a
whole is that it is essenti-
ally suitable for the owner-
driver “unassisted by any
paid man. The coachwork
and the car generally are
easy to clean and to look
after. The very fact that
chromium plating has
been adopted alone re-
leases the owner from a
great deal of work, more
particularly in the winter,
since chromium plating
does not tarnish even in
the worst type of fog.

There is another point.
Although this is, by
modern standards, a big
car, it is light and easy to
handle, - well within the

| powers, for example, of

any woman driver, and
that is a very important
point as matters are to-
day.

Altogether a thoroughly
pleasant car to drive and
one that is in every respect
modern.
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