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June 7th, 1929.

No. 56—14-70 h.p. HADFIELD-BEAN SPORTS SALOON.

Sturdy, Comfortable Car which Gives the Impression of Working Well

OMETIMES a motorist
S is heard to say that he
likes a car with a big
engine which is well up to
its work and doesn’t
““fuss.”” That sentence
exactly describes the char-
acteristic feel of the Had-
field-Bean sports saloon.
The car will swing along in
a style which suggests that
its work is child’s play.

Moreover, except at very
low speeds on top gear,
when the torque reaction
of the power impulses can
certainly be felt, the en-
gine runs very smoothly.
The Hadfield-Bean is a
good example of the tast
touring machine. It is
high geared, and settles
down very comfortably at
round about the 55 to 60
m.p.h. mark, holds the
road firmly, corners quite
reasonably, and possesses
steering with no vice. Also
passengers in the rear seats
are not shaken too vio-
lently when the car is
travelling fast.

A peculiarity of the car
which is distinctly in its
favour is that a passenger
riding in it for the first

Within its Limits.

STARTER
SWITCH

e

Y/
&

GEAR LEVER
POSITIONS

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
13.9 h.p., four cylinders, 75 x 130 mm. (2,297 c.c.).
Tax £14.
Wheelbase 10ft., track 4ft. 8in.
Overall length 14ft. lin., height 5it. 1lin., width 5ft. 6in.
Tyres: 29 x 4.75in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration
‘gea:brgdoo. (m.‘ra.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
9.12 40 7 sec.
6.64 55 © 9 sec.
4 70 18 sec.

Turning circle: 44ft.

Tank capacity 10 gallons, fuel consumption 20-24 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set. .
Weight: 23 cwt.

Price, with fabric saloon body, £435.

m< 75 FEET FROM 4O MPH ;1

time receives the impres-
sion that the speedometer
is more than usually optim-
istic. Subsequent checking
of the instrument shows
that after all there is not
much error.

Then because of the
steady steering and the
feeling of security given by
the brakes, which are

" vacuum servo - operated,

and prove to be both
powerful and smooth, the
car is pleasant to drive.
The gear ratios are well
suited to the little idiosyn-
crasies of the engine, and
therefore the indirect
ratios can be used with ad-
vantage when one is in a
hurry or is anxious to
make rapid hill-climbs.
The clutch is smooth in its
take-up, but the gear
change would be liable to

.cause some little difficulty

to anyone who had not the
requisite patience to dis-
cover the best methods of
handing it. It is not a diffi-
cult change, but it has to
be learned. The gear lever
is short and quite conveni-
ently placed for the right
hand.
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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

Third speed is naturally a
useful ratio both for accelerating
and for hill-climbing. For ex-
ample, a longish hill with a
maximum gradient of 1 in 6}
could be crested on this gear at
about 20 m.p.h. with the en-
gine pulling strongly and calmly,
or the same hill could be finished
on second at a trifle over 30
m.p.h. In other words, the car
lends itself to two methods of
driving ; it is possible to cling to
top and to proceed quietly, or
to slip into a lower speed and
hurry to some purpose. Straight
hills of the 1 in 10 order, if ap-
proached at about 50 m.p.h. on
top gear, are crested at 33
m.p.h., or, if a ‘change be made
to third, can be topped at about
45 m.p.h.

The fabric - covered
saloon body provides four
seats. The windows in the
two rearward doors are
controlled by a winding’
handle, whereas those in
the two forward doors rise
and fall through the
medium of a quick-lift
lever. The body has a
high waistline and the bot-
tom edges of the doors are
carried down over the
frame. Pneumatic uphol-
stery is used. The front
pair of seats are of the
separate bucket type and
are immediately adjust-
able. - At the back a little
additional room is given
by wells dropped in the
floorboards.

In the instrument board, which, by the way, carries
a revolution indicator, are two small shelves, while in the
rear doors are useful pockets for oddments. The body
is nicely finished, and has all the usual accessories to
comfort and convenience, including a single-panel wind-
screen, a roof net, an indirectly illuminated instrument
panel, companions, and other small but important
fittings. There is no suggestion of the occupants of the
car being cramped, and the back seats have plenty of
leg-room.

For the storage of tools there is a drop-front locker,
built into the inside of the scuttle by the front passen-

GOING TO

AST week I did my bit to return our chosen repre-
Lsentative to Parliament, and was surprised to
note the number of miles one can cover in a day
just pottering round one’s own locality. At least three
of my passengers I regard as wasted effort. Two of
them were man and wife, who made it clear that they
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On the Hadfield-Bean both doors open from the central pillar.

ger’s feet. Under the rear seat,
and towards the front of it, is
a second locker for other tools
~and spares, whilst the jack,
wheel brace, and so forth are
mounted in clips under the
bonnet where they can easily
be reached. The batteries are
carried amidships, and can be
inspected when the steel tray
which forms the foot well has
been removed, a simple enough
operation.

In general the mechanism is
accessible for easy mainten-
ance. A main adjustment for
the four wheel brake set pro-
vided wunderneath the front
floorboards is not too easy to
get at, however; each indivi-
dual brake has a lock-nut ad-
justment on its connection. To
allow the gear box to be
dealt with the front floor-
boards have to be lifted,
while to reach the worm-
driven rear axle the rear
seat cushion is removed.
Underneath the bonnet,
on the off side, is to be
found the end of the
diagonally mounted dy-
namo. An eccentric ad-
justment is incorporated
for tightening the fan -
belt. Fuses and cut-outs
for the electrical system are
mounted on the forward
side of the dash, as also
is the coil of the battery
ignition. In the lowest
pipe of the water system
is a drain cock.

When the near side of
the bonnet is raised the engine appears to be a little
congested, for the carburetter is carried rather low down,
while behind it is the rod of the float which shows the
height of oil in the sump.

_ The contact breaker and distributor unit of the igni-
tion set, being vertically driven, is easily reached, and
as the sparking plugs are placed vertically in the cylin-
der heads they also call for no gymnastics on the part
of the owner-driver.

Taken all in all, the Hadfield-Bean gives the impres-
sion of being a solid, sturdy car which is working well
within the limits of its capacity.

THE POLL.

intended to vote Conservative and Labour respectively.
The third was a dear old soul who was all dressed up
for the occasion, and who so obviously enjoyed motor-
ing that I felt that I should like to give her a day
out. When I asked her if she had voted, she promptly
replied: ““ Yes—I put a cross to all three.”’ B. E. A.
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