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No. 48.—STRAIGHT EIGHT HUPMOBILE LIMOUSINE

Roomy, Quiet and Comfortable Chauffeur-driven Car.

The illustration above indicates the size of the Straight Eight Hupmobile limousine compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

limousine is intended to be driven by a chauffeur,
the nature of the body, with a -partition between
front and back compartments, emphasising this point.
In certain respects, therefore, the machine is to be
regarded from a different viewpoint from that adopted
with a car definitely offered for owner-driver use.
The facts that the Hupmobile will run as a town car-
riage almost without sound, or cruise on the open road
with very little more noise at anything between 35 and
45 m.p.h., staying on top gear practically the whole
time, are distinctly interesting in this connection. Quite
clearly, too, the maximum available is more than ade-
quate, and good, incidentally, for a car of this weight
and type, a reading of 75 m.p.h. on the speedometer
being held during the timed test, the sound from the
engine naturally increasing a good deal towards the
limit, with a certain droning probably accentuated
somewhat by the disc wheels. The acceleration figures
are excellent. :
The indirect ratios are used chiefly to get the machine
under way, the driver changing into top within a few

ESSENTIALLY the big straight eight Hupmobile

.. vards ; second gear can be used for starting on the level,

the clutch taking up the drive
very smoothly indeed. As a
matter of fact, starting from rest
in second gear at the foot of a
hill with a section of genuine
I in 4, the car went up on that
gear alone, the speed not falling
below 19 m.p.h. On a long
main road run the Hupmobile
will maintain an excellent aver-
age without the car appearing
to hurry at all, while in traffic
the car will throttle down to 4
or 5 m.p.h. on top gear, pro-
vided that the ignition be re-
tarded slightly.

In general, the machine
handles very well, and the con-
trol is light. The steering is not
so low-geared as on some

modern cars, and caster action would give the car
better automatic sense of direction ; though the steering
wheel itself is of the thick-rimmed shape associated
with the older type of American car, it is much more
pleasant in use than might be expected at first, and has
at its centre the ignition and throttle levers, as well as
a switch for all the lights. The brake pedal requires
fairly heavy pressure to produce the maximum effect,
but the brakes give a feeling of security, are even in
action, and do not require heavy pressure in ordinary
use, the test figure being obtained on slightly wet con-
crete, when the car slid at least three feet, but did not
deviate from the straight.

The front seat is not adjustable, but gives a good
driving position, the gear lever coming conveniently to
hand, the gear change certainly being as easy as such
things can be with an ordinary box. The hand brake -
lever is to the right of the driver and reasonably well
placed, the brake itself being capable of holding -the .
car stationary on a 1 in 4 gradient.

It is noticeable that the suspension, especially in so
far as it affects the occupants of the back compart-
ment, more closely resembles that of a European car,
in contrast to the soft, slow up-
and-down movement typical of
most transatlantic machines,
and the Hupmobile holds the
road well, particularly when
fully loaded, with comparatively
little roll on corners, and might
be better still with double-act-
ing, instead of single-acting,
shock absorbers. The front
springs, by the way, are cam-
bered the reverse way from that
which is customary.

In a car of this type the rear
compartment is, naturally, of
first importance, but the driver’s
compartment, upholstered * in
leather, is thoroughly comfort-
able; the single-panel wind-
screen opens out wide with a
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handle-type con-
trol, and has a
good suction wiper,
while there are
two ventilators in
the top of the
scuttle, a pocket
formed low down
in one side of the
scuttle, and the
usual driving mir-
ror of non-glare
type which gives a
wide view behind.
The driver’s win-
dow is not of quick-
action type, but all
six side windows
can be raised and
Jowered. Then
the instruments are
grouped in a really
beautiful panel,
and include a fuel

tank gauge, engine thermometer and trip speedometer,

dis/utmar,
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light. Small fittings,
such as the inside
door handles, are
particularly well
finished.

The occupants of
the rear seat get the
definite impression
that they are well
away from the driv-
ing compartment,
which to some
people is an advan-
tage, and getting in
and out is especi-
ally easy, there
being plenty of
head room in the
interior.

As to mainten-
ance: the battery
is beneath the front
seat cushion ; greas-

ing points for the

springs are particularly well arranged. The engine is

but no clock, and are lighted indirectly, there beingalso neat, the sparking plugs are very accessible, as also

a form of flood lighting above the instruments to help

the driver at night in in-
serting the key in the igni-
tion switch lock.

The back compartment
is really roomy and beauti-
fully upholstered in soft
grey material, with a
cushion amply wide
enough to seat three people
comfortably ; there are
arm-rests, with neat
pockets beneath the latter,
as well as pockets in the
doors, all four of which
can be locked. The two
occasional seats are good,
rather close, when raised,
to the passengers on the
main back seat, and not at
all in the way when
folded.

The glass panels in the
upper portion of the par-
tition are made to slide,
and there is an excellent
means of telephonic com-
munication with the
driver, which can be used
by any back passenger no
matter where he is seated.
The very complete equip-
ment includes companions,
blinds for the rear-quarter
windows—the blind = for
the rear window not being

controlled from the driving.

seat—and the usual foot
and rug rails and roof

MANIFOLD
HEATER

gear ratios.
1461
799
473

Weight : 38 cwt.

GEAR LEVER
POSITIONS
DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
288 h.p., eight cylinders, 76-2 x 120-7 mm. (4,401 c.c.).
Tax 229.
Wheelbase 10ft. 10in., track 4ft. 10in.
Overall length 16ft. 6in., width 5ft. 9in., height 6ft.
Tyres: 6°00 X 1%9in. on detachable disc wheels.

Engine—rear axle

IGNITION
LEVER

THROTTLF

ACCELERATOR
PEDAL

Acceleration from
steady 10 to 30 m.p.h.
5% sec.

8} sec.

Turning circle 40ft. 9in.
Tank capacity 12 gallons ; fuel consumption 15 m.p.g.
6-volt lighting set cuts in at 8 m.p.h., 10 amps. at 30 m.p.h.

Price, with saloon limousine body, £895.
.

STRAIGHT EIGHT HUPMOBILE LIMOUSINE.

Timed speed

over

1 mile.

70-86 m.p.h.
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is the distributor, while the fan belt is easily adjusted,

and the dynamo and water
pump are driven posi-
tively. Air and oil filters
are provided, as well as
a glass bowl fuel filter
fitted beneath the vacuum
tank, and another filter at
the top of the crank case
breather. The engine
starts easily from cold,
the carburetter being
flooded automatically when
the strangler is used.

External finish is in
keeping with the style of
the car, which looks ex-
tremely impressive on the
road, and the external
bright parts are chromium
plated. Bumpers are fitted
fore and aft ; there are two
spare wheels, with covers
for the tyres; and a strong
luggage grid. It is inter-
esting that the head lamp
beam is very much better
than on the majority of
American machines.

This Hupmobile has
the ability to run, nor-
mally, well within its
capacity, a thing which is
curiously pleasing.

The car was provided
for test by the concession-
aires, Normand Garage,
Ltd., 92, Gloucester Road,
S.W.4.
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