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“THE AUTOCAR”

ROAD TESTS

25.35 h.p. GRAHAM-PAIGE SALOON
Ease of Handling and Ability to Maintain a High Average Speed Without Fuss.

The illustration above indicates the size of the Graham-Paige Saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

ROM almost any point of view the six-cylinder
Graham-Paige is a very fascinating car, First of
all, it is a machine which is so light on its controls

that it can be handled quite easily at any time, and
be manceuvred in a confined space with more than
usual ecase.

Secondly, it is a car that will maintain a surprisingly
high average without fuss or bother, and, thirdly, it
has the great advantage of a third speed which is as
silent in operation as top gear. In this the Graham-
Paige was a pioneer, and it does not require extended
use of the particular type of gear box adopted to show
a driver that, however much one may make allowances
for the noise of the normal type indirect gear, and how-
ever one may become accustomed to that noise, a silent
gear is infinitely preferable. Moreover, it is quite cer-
tain that very many cars will in the future carry either
this particular arrangement of
gears, or something very simi-
lar; and, curiously enough,
the very fact that third speed
is quiet permits one to con-
sider whether it would not be
better still if all the indirect
gears ran without noise. Cer-
tainly this third speed is quiet
and, being quiet, can genuinely
be used as an alternative to
top gear, which naturally
greaily augments the car’s
power of acceleration at the
moment when an opening in
traffic presents definite advan-
tages.

In the arrangement of gears
adopted, first speed is in the
nature of an emergency ratio,

extremely useful in special circumstances, but not
necessarily for use in ordinary driving, whereas third
and top, or second, third and top are all that could
be required in everyday work.

There is another interesting point. The average
driver of this type of car is usually disinclined to change
gear if such action can possibly be avoided. With the
Graham-Paige four-speed box there is actually a tempta-
tion to employ third just for the pleasure of using it,
with corresponding advantage on hills which it would
be possible to climb on top gear, but which the car
can surmount much faster on third. The ratios being
close, the change from top to third and from third to
top is comparatively easy, which is another advantage.

The improvements made in this model have been
definite and of distinct advantage. The engine remains
the same, quict until the very end of its range, smooth
and very flexible, so that the
machine has a pleasant cruising
speed of anything up to 40
m.p.h.

The clutch, in common with
most American clutches, is ex-
tremely good, takes up the
drive progressively and shows
no sign of that curious judder
which is too often a feature in
even expensive motor cars. As
to maximum speed, the figure
given is sufficient proof that the
Graham - Paige — incidentally
now called a Graham in the
United States—has a range
more than sufficient for the
average man.

The improvements made in
the brake mechanism have
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resulted in the shoes feel-
ing more positive and be-
ing more powerful, the
fore-and-aft balance of
the brakes being main-
tained in American
fashion so that most of
the power is going ‘o the
rear wheel shoes, and the
adjustment, the brakes be-
ing hydraulic, is concen-
trated at the one point.
Allowing that the hand
brake is only supposed to
be used to hold the
machine stationary, it
would be still better if the
lever were not at quite
such an awkward angle
when the brake is on, as
it is not too easy to get
away from a standing
start on a gradient.

An adjustable front seat
which can be operated by
turning a central handle
is well worth having, as
also is the adjustment for
the rear seat, which can
be set in two positions, as
well as - the adjustable
steering column. Both
seats are comfortable and
well upholstered ; both, not
unnaturally, are of Ameri-
can type, that is, the front
seat cushion is higher
from the floorboards and

nearer to the pedals than is usual with most normal

European machines.
The suspension is good

amount of side roll, but with a definite capacity for

“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

25.35 GRAHAM-PAIGE SALOON.
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
25.35 h.p., six cylinders, 76.2  114.3 mm. (3,110 c.c.).
Tax £26.
Wheelbase 9ft. 7in., track 4ft. 10in.
Overall length 14ft. 4}in., width 5ft. 8}in., height 5ft. 10in.
Tyres: 19 x 5.5in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed

‘”fa':;‘“' steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile.
9.04 5% sec.
5.5 7 sec. 68.18 m.p.h.
3.9 10 sec.

Turning circle: 52ft.

Tank capacity 10 gallons, fuel consumption 20 m.p.g.
6-volt lighting set cuts in at 15 m.p.h.

Weight: 32 cwt, 2 gr.

Price, with saloon body, £510.

36 FEET from 30 M.P.H. ‘68

and soft, with a certain
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absorbing road shocks.
There is practically no
caster action, the steering
is low geared, and has a
nice thin-rimmed wheel
with the controls neatly ar-
ranged in the centre. The
ignition switch, with a
special locking gear, is on
the steering column, and
one of the controls on top
of the wheel is, of course,
the lighting switch, which
includes a dimmer.

All the instruments are
panelled, include a petrol
tank contents indicator,
but no clock, and are in-
directly lighted. The wind-
screen is a single panel
with a pneumatic wiper,
and there is a big ven-
tilator in the top of the
scuttle. All windows can
be lowered, all four doors
can be locked, and the
detail arrangement of the
engine accessories is good.

Wire wheels have been

- substituted for wood

wheels with detachable
rims, which, in course of
time, are generally
thoroughly neglected and
become  correspondingly
difficult to deal with. There
is a big luggage carrier at
the rear. -With all lights

on and the car being driven on top gear the
ammeter shows that the dynamo is balancing the
output from the accumulator—a comforting reflection
when a long night run is in progress.

The 25.35 h.p. Graham-Paige has ample door

width and pleasing body lines.
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