September 12th, 1930.
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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

No. 74.—23.44 h.p. GRAHAM “STANDARD SIX”

SALOON

Latest 1931 Type Creates a Very Favourable Impression.
The illustration above indicates the size of the 23.44 h.p. Graham ** Standard Six " saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

MONG the American cars in particular, curiously
A enough, it is sometimes possible to find a rela-
tively expensive example that is somehow dis-
appointing in not coming up to the standard suggested
by the price, and then, by contrast, to drive another
at the other end of the price scale and feel
thoroughly satisfied with the car as a whole, quite apart
from the original cost.

A practical illustration of the point is the Graham
“GStandard Six,”’ the least expensive of the machines
constituting the 1931 range of cars formerly known as
the Graham-Paige.

The Graham has an extremely smooth and quiet en-
gine, which feels good, and the car handles remarkably
well. Practically the whole of a day’s running in
average country is done on top gear, a long 1-in-8 hill
being taken on top without labouring, though the engine
capacity is not over-big as American cars go; and a
comfortable cruising speed can be anything up to
55 m.p.h., the engine remaining quiet and entirely
happy. And on top gear the car can be throttled down
to run at 4 m.p.h. quite smoothly. The ignition control,
by the way, is not used in the ~
ordinary way, being only for
very slow work.

The maximum, quite clgarly,
is amply high, and, incident-
ally, during the timed speed test
a speedometer reading of 68
m.p.h. was held steadily, com-
fortable limits on first and
second gears being 20 and 40
m.p.h. !

This make of car has become
well known, of course, for the
twin-top gear box with silent

What is more, the car holds the road extremely well,
cornering steadily without sway or roll in a way that is
suggestive of a different type of car altogether, and
the springing, with double-acting hydraulic shock ab-
sorbers, is really comfortable for all the occupants, being
the better for the absence of the typical slow up-and-
down movement, though the effect obtained is not at
all harsh—a very distinct advance, in fact.

The steering is excellent, just sufficiently light to be
right on a long run, but not entailing too much work
on sharp corners or in manceuvring. Moreover, it is
firm at speed, has a suggestion of caster action which
should be more marked later in the car’s life, and no .
road shock is transmitted through the steering wheel,
which latter has a thin rim and is of convenient
diameter.

The clutch action is light, and the clutch itself
typically smooth; the brake pedal requires only light
pressure, the hydraulic brakes being progressive yet
decisive in case of emergency, while the hand brake
lever is well placed, and the brake powerful for hold-
ing the car on a steep hill. The treadle-type throttle,
on which the whole foot is
rested, works nicely, without
jerkiness.

The driving seat is adjustable
for reach by a handle-type con-
trol, without the occupants leav-
ing the seat, as compared with
the fixed seat of the previous
model. The back of the seat is
inclined, and gives proper sup-
port, and also the squab of the
rear seat can be adjusted for
angle.

The instruments are grouped

third speed, which the firm origin-
ated in America, this particular
model being the only one of the
range to have a normal three-
speed box. The gear change
handles very well indeed, and
presents no unusual difficulty.

very attractively, are well
lighted indirectly, and, though
a clock is not a standard fitting,
they include an accurate fuel
tank gauge and an engine ther-
mometer. The single-panel
windscreen opens sufficiently for
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some sort of wisi- !
bility in fog, and has
a good suction wiper
which will certainly
work at as high a
speed as 50 m.p.h.
The driving mirror
is good, too, and
fixed to the roof in-
side the car are two
visors, which can be
tilted down so as to
reduce dazzle at
night.

The town saloon
tested is a style of
body in which the
back seat is nearer
theé front seat than
in the ordinary type
of saloon. There
are ample leg-room
and space, and there

is the advantage that front and back passengers
are better placed for conversation, while the four-
light type of body somehow suits the car very
well, and there is no impression inside of lack of light.

All four doors can be
locked, the side windows
wind down, and, in com-
mon with the screen, have
safety glass—a feature of
all Graham cars. The in-
terior finish is not ornate,
naturally, but the uphol-
stery is comfortable and
should be durable; there
is a pocket in two of the
doors and the blind for
the rear window shuts out
glare from behind pro-
perly. A big ventilator is
fitted in the top of the
scuttle.

The head lamps are
very good, and, including
the dimming device, are
controlled in the ordinary
way from the centre of the
steering wheel, there being
a neat, separate switch on
the instrument board for
the side lamps on the
wings and the tail light.
At a normal touring speed
with all lights on, includ-
ing the instrument illu-
mination, there is a sur-
plus of 4 amperes for
charging the battery.

The engine is neat, the
sparking plugs and igni-
tion distributor are acces-
sible, and an air cleaner is
fitted. A glass bowl filter
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23.44 h.p. GRAHAM “STANDARD SIX" SALOON.
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
23.44 h.y.. six cylinders, 79.3x114.3 mm. (3,398 c.c.).

ecl . 7in., track 4ft d'.
Overall lt:gth 14ft. 6in., width lin., hdght 6n 3in.
Tyres: 5.00x 19in. on dcuelnbh steel disc wh
Engine—rear axle leration from Timod speed
fe.r ratios ltndy 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile
4.28 to 1
7.88 to 1 5
47 to1l 66.17 m.p.h.
Tlu-a.lng circle: 41ft.
capacity 11 gallons; fuel consumption 20 m %
6-voltll¢h gm::nulnlt 11 mph IOlmp. at 0 m.p.h.
Weight: 29 cwt. 2 gr.
Price, with To wn saloo:
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“ THE AUTOCAR’” ROAD TESTS—(continued).
""" is combined with the

- mechanical pump for
- the fuel feed, and
the water pump and
dynamo are posi-
tively driven. The
oil filler is big and
convenient, and close
-alongside is the dip-
stick. The oil con-
sumption, by the
way, on a long,
fairly fast run, was
exceptionally low.
. The engine starts
easily at all times
and soon warms up,
a thermostat helping
a great deal in that
connection. The new
radiator has what
amounts to a stone
guard in front of the

core, and, an unusual thing, the badge is mounted on
a cross-bar, and not on the radiator shell.

Both the radiator and fuel tank filler caps are quick-
acting, the bright parts are chromium plated, of course,

there are bumpers, the
spare wheel is locked to
the bracket, and the tyre
has a waterproof cover.
The ignition switch can be
locked in the ‘“off’’ posi
tion and then the steermg
gear, too, is locked.

The battery is got at
when the front seat
cushion has been lifted,
and, on the chassis, the
brake adjustments, which
are individual on the
drums themselves—in the
way usual with hydraulic
brakes—are quite reason-
ably accessible.

On the left-hand side,
reached when the bonnet
is lifted, are grouped three
grease nipples for the
clutch thrust bearing and
the brake pedal cross-
shaft—which cuts out one
not inconsiderable diffi-
culty often experienced.
The forward mountings
of the front springs do not
require lubrication, and
the other points needing
oil or grease seem reason-
ably convenient.

A very pleasant, inter-
esting car to drive, and one
which has the feel through-
out of being right for its
work.

7S

=AY

A

D 16



