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GRAHAM-PAIGE SALOON

An American Car of Character, which Possesses Some Very

UCH desirable and
pleasing features as
flexibility, smoothness

and a useful maximum
speed are found in very
many cars of to-day. But
it is not with equal fre-
quency that a particular
characteristic impresses a
driver on first acquaint-
ance so favourably as to
amount to a kind of fasci-
nation. This, however, is
precisely the effect of the
Graham-Paige  twin-top
gear arrangement, now
fitted in the smallest car
of the range, the 21.6 h.p.
model, as well as in other
types of this make.

The layout, which is in
itself now not new, and has
been fully described and
illustrated in The Autocar,
gives a top gear ratio a
good deal higher than is
usually provided in cars of
this nature, and a rela-
tively high third speed. It
is almost impossible to tell
by ear whether the car is
running on top or on third,
gear noise being virtually
eliminated and third feel-
ing like a direct drive
slightly lower than a nor-
mal top. The lowest of

Interesting Traits.
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21.6 h.p., six cylinders, 76.2<114.3 mm. (3,128 c.c.).
Tax, £22.

Wheelbase 9Mt. 4in., track 4ft. 9}in.

Overall length 14ft. 1}in., width 5ft. 8}in., height 6ft.
Tyres: 29.<5in. on detachable disc wheels.

Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
13.87 23 -—
9.04 36 6! sec.
5.56 51 8% sec.
3.91 62 12: sec.

Turning circle ;: 40ft,

Tank capacity 11 gallons, fuel consumption 20 m.p.g.
6-volt lighting set cuts in at 10 m.p.h., 10 amps. at 20 m.p.h.
Weight : 18 cwt.

Price, with saloon body, £420.

the four speeds is intended
to be used only in emer-
gency or for exceptionally
severe gradients. By way
of emphasis, it is arranged
that to reach first a side-
ways and backwards
movement from neutral is
involved, and a trigger re-
sembling a reverse stop
must be raised before the
gear can be engaged.
Starting on second is,
therefore, the ordinary pro-
cedure, and the car will
accept third or even top
almost as soon as it has be-
gun to move.

Third gear suffices for
practically all traffic work,
with just a little careful
handling of the clutch now
and again. The gear
changes up and down, to
and from all ratios, are
extremely simple ; in fact,
they could hardly be
easier. In particular,
those between top and
third and back again re-
quire the minimum of
skill.

Uncommon as it is at
present in a car of this
type, the four-speed gear
box warrants special men-
tion, for on the face of
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things it is definitely a most excellent feature. Yet it
could not make the car the interesting machine it is
without there being in conjunction with it an engine
which is extremely quiet, and smooth to the point of
silkiness nearly to the end of its range. Below 40 m.p.h.
there is an almost complete absence of noise beyond the
low hiss of air going to the carburetter and the swish of
the tyres. Above that speed the volume of sound, if
thus it can be described at all, increases but little, though
right at the maximum on top and on the gears the en-
gine is naturally more prominent.

The comfortable running speed can be high and easily
permits of an excellent average being put up, without
such performance being the chief appeal of the car. It
is its ability to travel effortlessly, almost noiselessly and
without roughness, mostly on top if so required, that
renders it especially interesting and attractive, too, to
the average driver.

There is in reserve the silent third which, as the table
indicates, affords acceleration well worth having. Even
though top is relatively high, a speed as low as 5 m.p.h.
is possible on it without snatch, and gear changes need
not be numerous unless desired. On second a rough
hill with a maximum gradient of 1 in 5} can be climbed
at between 18 and 25 m.p.h., with power to spare.
When fully run in the car should be capable of a
genuine 65 m.p.h. on the level.

Another respect in which this

was somewhat loose, and set up an irritating vibration
at one or two speeds, and on- several occasions the
throttle pedal itself—of the type on which the whole
foot is rested—showed an inclination to stick open.
The clutch, as so often is the case with transatlantic
designs, calls for no criticism, and the brakes are very
effective indeed. Normally they are smooth and progres-
sive and impart a feeling of complete confidence. Only
when applied really violently do they become at all
fierce or cause the car to-deviate. The equipment is
very complete, including nearly every interior acces-
sory, with the possible exception of an ash-tray, that
can be visualised. The upholstery is obviously good
and should wear well. The back seat is 3ft. 83in. wide
between the arm-rests and has 1ft. 9§in. leg-room, while
the front seat is 3ft. 7in. wide and 1ft. 4in. from the
nearest pedal. Three doors have particularly neat lock-
ing arrangements, while the fourth is locked with a key.
This key, incidentally, in addition locks the ignition and
the steering at the same time, and the spare wheel.
The instrument panel, with petrol gauge and water
temperature indicator, is tasteful yet practical, and ad-
mirably lighted from behind. All six side windows wind
up and down. It would be better if American manu-
facturers would provide a distant control for the blind
over the rear window. The screen opens half-way out
and there is a large, efficient ventilator in the top of
the scuttle. The head lamps

Graham-Paige scores is in its
steadiness. Even when cornering
fast there is but a suspicion of the
sidesway, body roll and kick-back
in the steering which are accom-
paniments to the higher speeds
with - some American machines.
There is a little slow up-and-down
motion, but the degree of insula-
tion from road shock for all the
occupants is excellent.

Road-holding Qualities.

have the customary flat-top beam °
and are better than many others.

Under the bonnet the general
layout is rather cleaner than
usual ; it is good that the dynamo
is positively driven in tandem
with the water pump. A mechani-
cal pump draws the petrol from
the rear tank and the pump
type carburetter has not a trace
of flat-spot. The engine starts
very easily from cold.
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Points of Interest.

Although the steering is so light
as to allow the car to be controlled
with one hand, the driver being
kept fairly busy on sharp turns
by reason of the low ratio which
provides this lightness, it does not
wander or require close attention
even when the car is travelling
fast. There is a suggestion of
caster action, which is interesting,
and as a whole the car sits down
on the road conspicuously well
for its type.

The seating is comfortable,
with plenty of leg-room ; the front
seat is non-adjustable and has
a high, comparatively upright
back, but the driving position is
good, all the controls being well
placed and light in action. The
pedal faces are rubber-covered
and the clutch and brake pedals
are adjustable for reach. On this
particular car the throttle gear

e TR

Interior of the 21.6 h.p. Graham-Paige saloon.

Brake adjustments are on the
drums and, as usual, are easy
enough to reach at the front and
not so accessible at the back. Steel
disc wheels with split rims, and
fixed with five nuts, are used, and
there is a complete spare wheel

with tyre cover. The battery is
under the front floorboards.
General finish, including the

chromium, is excellent, and in its
class the car as a whole has an
imposing and more than ordin-
arily attractive appearance with-
out the effect of massiveness.
This car has a full measure of
the ‘“soul” and individuality

which are showing themselves as
characteristics of the best of the
American machines. It does all
that most people can want and
does it in a way that is better
than just ‘‘ good.”
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