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No. 63.—11.9 h.p. FRAZER NASH SUPER SPORTS
An Unorthodox, Very Lively Car with Acceleration Above the Normal.
The illustration above indicates the size of the 11.9 h.p. Frazer Nash Super Sports compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

HE Frazer Nash is one of the small band of ‘“out
T of the ordinary’’ cars which have survived the
struggle of modern competition. It has survived
because the makers have wisely made no attempt to
compete in price with mass-production machines, pre-
ferring to appeal to the relatively small, but immensely
enthusiastic, body of drivers who want a car that is
fast, sporting in appearance, has fierce acceleration,
responds to tuning, and can climb anything and go
anywhere. This ideal the Frazer Nash admirably
fulfils.

The model tested was one of the latest type, equipped
with four speeds, and showed a definite advance on
the older type last tested by The Autocar. Not only
is the newer model : 1
lower built, better
cooled, and Dbetter
equipped in regard
to brakes, but it has ~ '~
developed the feel of
a real sports car in
place of certain
cyclecar characteris-
tics that previously
marked it.

Minor details, too,
have been improved.
The clutch is much
lighter, the leverage
having been im-
proved ; provision is
made for lubricating
the thrust race, and
a reverse stop, situ- -
ated beneath the
driver’s right leg, is
incorporated.  This
latter, by the way,

is a trifle inconvenient, but when once he is accustomed
to the car the driver may, if he chooses, disregard the
stop altogether. :

With a car as individual as the Frazer Nash, many
alterations to suit the personal taste of the owner are
possible. There is no feeling that production will be
upset or delivery delayed if a minor deviation from
standard is required. This applies, too, in regard to
equipment. The model tested possessed a speedometer,
rev. counter, thermometer, and electric dipping device,
in addition to the usual electrical equiment and con-
trols, while a two-way tap, close to the driver’s hand,
provided a:reserve of fuel. The hool was neat and
easily erected, and a tonneau cover added to the
attractive lines of the
car.

Entrance and exit
were not too easy—
a fault common to
many low-built
sports cars—but once
the driver is in place
the position ig ex-
cellent. The spring-
spoked wheel, with a
well raked column,
affords a good grip.
Hand brake g:t?d
gear lever are exactly
where the right hand
naturally falls; these
controls, by the way,
are outside the body
and open to the ele-
ments. The pneu-
matic upholstery is
comfortable, and the
seats are adjustable.
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As in older models, it is difficult
to employ foot brake and
accelerator simultaneously when
slowing and changing down for
a corner. The clutch was
smooth and would take up the
drive even on a high third gear.
Ignition advance and retard
were effected by a control a
little inaccessibly mounted under
the dash.

On the road the Frazer Nash
handled and cornered parti-
cularly well. On a hairpin the
absence of a differential caused
a marked drag, but on normal
curves the only effect was that the rear tyres squealed
when cornering fast. The gear change was delightfully
easy—it must be tried to be appreciated—and the
chain’ drive on all speeds was inaudible above the crisp
notes of the exhaust.

As regards accessibility : the tools were stored in an
ideal position, in a compartment under the bonnet. The
magneto was easy to reach, and could be retimed in
a few seconds by loosening two wing nuts and adjust-
ing the vernier coupling. The twin carburetters were
also accessible, but rather masked the sparking plugs,
only the rear one of which
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5 Considering that the Frazer
i Nash is essentially a sports car,
one would like to see a racing-
type hand brake and clip fillers
for the radiator and rear tank,
. while there seems no reason
~ ' why the ignition, hand throttie,
and dimming controls should
not be located in the neat
modern fashion on the steering
wheel. .

Another minor point noted cn
earlier models, which, ap-
parently, has not yet been put
right, at all events on the
machine tested, was the heat
communicated by the engine to the driver’s and front
passenger’s feet. Although the engine showed no sign
of running hot it attained a sufficient temperature to
make the driving compartment a trifle uncomfortable
on a hot day. A ventilator would be a welcome
addition.

In addition there were one or two features which
seemed more in keeping with cyclecar practice than
with modern design. The brake ratchet was one cf
these, being formed of a simple serrated edge into
which the lever was held by a coil spring. Although

: quite efficient, the arrange-

could be reached with a
box spanner. Brake ad-
justment is by external
wing nuts. The instru-
ments are neatly panelled.

A word of comment in
regard to the gear ratios
is nec The Frazer
Nash is a car which ac-
quires its performance by
an abnormally high power
to weight - ratio. It is
therefore desirable to pre-
vent the owner over-driv-
ing the engine; which is
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ment suggested possibilities

ik of future wear. The
2R strangler, again, was
operated by a simple
length of wire attached
beneath the dash and
quite innocent of any
more elaborate form of
i| control.

But apart from these
minor criticisms the car,
regarded as a sports car,
is an intriguing vehicle,
easy to drive, fast, and
possessed of really good

dope most .eﬁectively by acceleration.

fitting a high top gear, It is unconventional in
the comfortable minimum ik 5 design, but its uncon-
on that ratio being about ~ *F&g,}é‘gp "ﬂlx e ventionality is of a_ well-
15 m.p.h. CONTROL. 4 2 R POSITIONS proved type, offering

The idea is that of a
three-speed car with an 1
additional cruising gear
which enables the driver

Tax £12.
Wheelbase 8ft. 10in., track 4ft.

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
12 h.p., four cylinders, 69 x 100 mm. (1,496 c.c.).

Tyres : 28 X 4.50in, on detachable wire wheels.

definite advantages in
point of simplicity, low
weight, and the facilities
available for alterations of

to h(:ild sixty a_lihda)tr if he l,m,”m mfa%"aroz% trom Timed speed | gear ratios, yet not, as
Dossibility of damaging Hsei 4 e " gmite. || far as one can judge, lack-
gloe en 'tl}lle ~In additgicl)xrlng i "l e T l?lg ¥ flhe lgSiggtl’a.ls .
5 hasglat.his el ; x 3.1dt:dl' e s ex(\lce and reliabi ty. 'F(()lt
really good performance e l?m’ e e e S ﬁfg o?eixaiﬁ;? or‘;eards‘m:h;
on third. his fact, Weight : 15} pianes ey P Frazer Nash can hold its

coupled with the ease of
gear changing, makes
possible high averages over
long distances without

Price, with open body, £445.

54 FEET from SOM.P.H.

own with any vehicle in its
own class.
The car was provided

ever attaining more than

for test by Frazer Nash
Cars, Falcon Works, Isle-

3,000 to 3,500 r.p.m.

worth, Middlesex.
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