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« THE AUTOCAR’” ROAD TESTS—(continued).
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24 h.p. FORD TUDOR SALOON

the Two Present Models Possessed of Remarkable Acceleration
and Top Gear Performance. :

The illustration above indicates the size of the 24 h.p. Ford Tudor saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

Larger of

0-DAY, a car not of sports type with a four-cylinder
engine of any size is unusual, which makes the
larger model Ford interesting from the outset.
Then something altogether out of the ordinary attaches
itself to the name of Ford—the car which did most of
all in earlier days to provide motoring for those with
little money. It now appears, of course, with an
orthodox type of gear box, as distinct from that of the
famous Model T, but the car as a whole still possesses
many points, notably those showing extreme ingenuity
in methods of construction, which are entirely its own.

To anyone who knew the earlier models of the Ford,
the larger-engined car of the latest series comes as a
Its feel is entirely different from that
a much more definite
and liveliness.
being a four-cylinder, it is
if another

distinct surprise.
of the older machines, there being
impression of solidity

In spite of the engine
possible to start on the level in second gear, or,
methed be adopted,
to run the car in
first for a few feet
and then to change
straight into top,
when the engine
will pick up with-
out snatch or hesi-
tation. Again, its
slow running on
top gear with the
clutch home, and
with nothing more
than retarding the
ignition, is ex-
tremely good, and
from 6 or 7 m.p.h.
the machine will
accelerate smoothly,
the car handling well
in traffic.

Perhaps the fea-
ture which impresses
a driver most at

first, and gives the car a characteristic out of the ordi-
nary, is the acceleration capabilities on top, and more
especially on second gear, when the feeling is rather
akin to that usually experienced with what is known
as a sports type machine.

The majority of hills met in everyday running can be
taken comfortably on top, the car accelerating the whole
way up a gradient of 1 in 10 or so, and requiring second
only for hills steeper than about 1 in 7 or 8. On first
gear there is a very real reserve of power capable of
dealing with the worst type of gradient that may be met
off the beaten track or in those parts of the country
where unusually severe gradients are frequently en-
countered.

As a whole the control is good, the steering light, with
a big, thin-rimmed wheel, and possessing only a sug-
gestion of caster action, in view of which the absence
of wander is all the better, general road-holding being
praiseworthy.

With the hy-
draulic shock ab-
sorbers set as at the
time of test there
was a good deal of
up-and-down move-
ment over rougher
surfaces, but no
actual shock for any
. of the occupants.
The transverse front
spring naturally per-
mits a certain amount
of sway if corners are
taken faster than is
normal, but this ten-
dency is not at all
excessive.

To the average
man- the greatest ap-
peal of the car lies
in the way in which,
on give-and-take
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"« THE AUTOCAR" ROAD TESTS—(continued).

roads, it will cruise at a
very comfortable speed,
which can be as high as
45 m.p.h., taking every-
thing in its stride without ||
necessity for the driver to
worry about the gear
lever, the maximum obvi-
ously being really useful.
Even if the car is checked

on an average main-road "
hill by slower traffic or by
a definite obstruction, it
will still accelerate away
on top gear.

Throughout its range
the engine is not unduly
rough, nor does it become
definitely ~ noisy  until,
naturally enough, nearing
the limit on the indirect
gears. When the gear
change does have to be
used it certainly is as easy
as such things ever can
be, while the clutch pedal
is light to hold out and the
clutch itself quite smooth
and  progressive.  The
throttle moves easily and “
without jerk, and, inci-
dentally, has a convenient
support upon which the
driver can rest his foot at
will.

To obtain the best re-
sults a fair amount of
pressure is required on the

brake pedal, the test figure given in the table being
obtained on wet concrete, but in ordinary work the
brakes are smooth and even, while the hand lever
operates shoes on the back wheels, which is unusual in
a transatlantic design. The lever, incidentally, could be
better placed for drivers of average reach, but there

is a fair degree of power, and,
of course, in the customary
fashion it is looked upon
merely as a parking brake to
hold the machine stationary.
The two-door saloon tested
has plenty of room, the sepa-
rate front seats fold and tilt to
give access to the back com-
partment, and the driving seat
is adjustable for reach. It is
just possible, with the driver’s
seat at its farthest forward
position, that the steering
wheel is not so close as it might
be to suit some people’s taste,
though this is very largely a
matter of personal opinion.
Above all, the car stands out
as cxtraordinary value for
money, in view of which,

2¢ H.P. FORD SALOON. 7

IGNITION
LOCK

IGNITION

STARTER.
SWITCH-

BRAKE
LEVER

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

24 h.p., four cylinders, 98.4 < 108 mm. (3,283 c.c.).

Tax 224,

‘Wheelbase 8ft. 7}in., track 4ft. 8in.

Overall length 12ft, 7}in., width 5ft. 7in., height 6ft. Olin.
Tyres: 30 x 4.50in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed

gn{‘r:ﬂu. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over | mile,
7.02 5‘ sec.

3.78 93 sec. 64.28 m.p.h.

Turning circle : 34ft.

Tank capacity 9 gallons, fuel consumption 22 m.p.¢.

6-volt lighting set cuts in at 12 m.p.h., 14 amps. at 25 m.p.h,
Weight : 21 cwt. 1 qr. 20 Ib,

Price, wit. two-door saloon body, £195.

42 FEET from 30 M.P.H.
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panel.

and taking into considera-
tion the really useful per-
formance, it is not sur-
prising that the interior
| finish is plain, though
thoroughly serviceable and
comfortable. The instru-
ment board is entirely free
from frills, and has
grouped at its centre a
- speedometer, ignition
switch, ammeter, and a
simple, though particu-
larly clever, petrol gauge,
the dials being lighted by
an external lamp; it
has not been - thought
necessary to provide an oil
gauge on the panel. All
positions of the lights are
controlled by a neat lever
at the centre of the steer-
ing wheel, the beam of
the head lamps being of
the typically flat-topped
variety.
There  is a centrally
" mounted mirror, which
gives a reasonable field of
vision, all four windows
can be raised and lowered,
the single-panel windscreen
opens sufficiently to pro-
vide ventilation in hot
weather, and has a good
electric wiper. There is
also provision for ventila-
tion in the shape of a row

of slits at the top of the scuttle, between the lower
edge of the screen and the back of the instrument

Neat pockets are provided in the doors, both
of which can be locked, while the operation of the
handles is particularly pleasant, and there is a blind
over the rear window, not controlled by the driver.

Beneath the bonnet the en-
gine is quite reasonably tidy,
the oil filler and dipstick are
adjacent, and plugs, ignition
distributor, and carburetter are
easy to reach for adjustment,
the connections between the
distributor and the sparking
plugs being of an unusual
and positive type.

As regards the chassis, the
brake adjustments are indi-
vidual on each drum, and not
at all difficult to make, while
the various -greasing points
seem to be properly accessible.
After raising a trap in the front
floorboards the battery ‘can at
once be reached for topping up
—a process not always as
convenient as it ought to be.

A

A

D Io



