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« THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

No. 63.—9 h.p. FIAT SALOON

Small Engine, but the Chassis Carries a Fully Equipped Closed Body

HE main appeal of
the 9 h.p. Fiat—and
it is an appeal

which, to judge by the
numbers of these cars on
the rcad, is not made in
vain—Ilies in the fact that
it is an inexpensive
machine to run by reason
of its very small engine,
and that, in spite of this
very small engine, it car-
ries what is, in effect, a
full-sized, fully equipped
body.

Necessarily that means
that it is a car for the type
of motorist who is not
particularly interested in
high performance; as a
matter of fact, it was only
a few years ago that the
possibility of pulling a
four-seater saloon body,
even a Weymann fabric
saloon, would have been
thought to be out of the
question with an engine of
no more than ggo c.c.

Certainly this little Fiat
model is well built. It has
that nicety of finish which
is so often found in Italian
work, and nothing is
skimped or left out simply
because the car is not
high-priced. In fact, in
general detail, and in the

coachwork in particular, it is fully the equal of many

a really expensive car.

Naturally, to obtain any performance the engine has
to be made to work, and, in common with all other

to Good Purpose.

- POS|TIONS"-
DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
9 h.p., four cylinders, 57:.97 mm. (990 c.c.).
Tax £8.
Wheelbase 8ft. 4}in., track 3ft. 11}in.
Overall length 11ft, 4}in., width 4ft. 6in., height 5ft. 7in.
Tyres : 27 X 4.4in. on detachable steel wheels.

Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.f.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
20.09 7 -
12.65 26 _—
6.1 48 11 sec.

Turning circle : 34 feet.

Tank capacity 5} gallons ; fuel consumption 35-40 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 10 m.p.h. .
Weight: 15 cwt. 3 gr. 14 Ib.

Price, with Weymann saloon body, £240.

25 FEET from 25 M.P.H. ?

Fiat models, is made to
do so with a gear some-
what lower than would be
used for the same type of
machine constructed in
England. That gives a
good performance on top
gear even with the small
engine, but in hilly
country there is a big
drop between top and
second, and first seems to
be the sort of ratio which
would be required for
something altogether ex-
traordinary in the way of
gradients.

In many ways the
9 h.p. is reminiscemu of
the older version of the
famous 10-15 h.p. car, and
it is remarkable how near
the  performance of the
smaller machine is to that
of the larger in the hands
of anybody who is accus-
tomed to both. Curiously
enough, -there is also that
drumming which was a
feature of the older 1o-15
h.p.—drumming which is
marked at speeds of over
30 m.p.h., and which can
be reduced by consider-
ably lengthening the tail
pipe.

With the g h.p. Fiat one
knows that there is an

engine at work the whole time, but up to 35 m.p.h., and

provided the throttle is not fully open, there is no

undue noise or harshness, which is something of an
achievement considering the inevitably high crankshaft
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speed of the diminutive but
willing power unit.

In view of the power de-
veloped by the engine, it would
probably pay to use a rather
more expensive type of spark-
ing plug, since the plugs on the
car tested undoubtedly became
considerably too hot for full
throttle work. That is a small
change to make, and it brings
up a point which has often been
raised before, as to whether it
is worth supplying what may
be termed the cheaper variety
of a good plug simply for the
sake of its price.

It is interesting to find a
genuine Weymann fabric body
on this chassis, and it is a very
elaborate Weymann at that.
The front seats are inde- .
pendent, have excellent
adjustment, and are each
ift. 6in. wide, with good
upholstery. The rear seat
has quite enough leg room
and is 3ft. wide, with
small arm rests at each end
serving also as very neat
receptacles for small
articles such as plugs or
maps, or one or other of
the various details a car
always carries. All four
doors can be locked and
their windows raised or
lowered ; the front screen
opens, and below the floor-
boards are on one side the
tool box and on the other
the battery. It is neces-
sary to remove the front
floor-boards to get at the
adjustment for the rear brakes—not a serious matter,
but one that could decidedly be improved.

As is customary with all Fiat models, the decorative

finish on the internal woodwork is extremely good.

Front view of the small but essentially businesslike
9 h.p. Fiat saloon.

" Interior of the Weymann saloon body.

The instrument board carries in
England a clock and a speed-
ometer in addition to the elec-
trical gear, and a pump to squirt
fuel into the inlet pipe when the
engine has to be started in the
morning, which pump, by the
way, has to be used even in
normal summer weather and is
remarkably effective.

The control is really light, the
.gear change as easy as such
things ever are, and the brakes
are powerful without calling for
violent pressure. For night driv-
ing the head lampsareverygood
indeed, and there is an effective
dimming device quite apart
from the old type regulation
side lamps. At first sight the
magneto seems difficult to get
at, but magnetos have
reached a pitch of reli-
ability nowadays where
any attention they may
require can be given at
long intervals of time.

The oil filler is on top of
the valve cover, with a
dipstick level indicator
close handy; the radiator
has a good drain tap, and
that most interesting and
useful fitting, a steam
valve, which undoubtedly
prevents loss of water
occurring through surging
in the top tank.

The front brakes have
individual  adjustments,
the grease nipples are well -
placed, though those for
the front end of the rear
springs are, as often
happens, not quite so easy to get at as they might be.

Altogether an extraordinarily interesting little car of
a type which has earned, and deservedly so, the great
popularity it unquestionably enjoys. :

THOSE FAVOURITE ROADS

CCORDING to temperament some roads are more
favoured by motorists than others. Much depends,
too, on place of birth, for one whose home has

been among the hills will ever hold the hill country
in high regard, while he will have but a poor opinion
of the flat marshlands. Yet almost every road and
lane has its different beauty characteristics. To gain
the fullest pleasure from motoring it is as well to drop,
if possible, all the old prejudices and to set out to get
the best from every locality.

Fascinating indeed are the great expanses of flat
country in the east of England where the car can, as
it were, take wings and show its paces unmolested. The
rush of the wind, the long, straight road with scarcely
a danger point, the play of cloud on open sky—they

all combine to thrill the motorist in a way that it is
difficult to experience elsewhere.

What glorious contrasts are offered on the hillside
roads! Ever and anon some fresh panorama opens out
to capture the imagination, the air is sweet on the heights,
and long, slow climb or quiet descent give play to the
art of driving a modern car. Contrast and colour,
changing scene and the sensation of being far above the
petty cares of the workaday world all add to the delights
of the mountain road.

Yet of all I would choose first the homely little lanes
of a charming inland county. I know them so well—
these shady lanes, flower-decked and slumberous, and
each year they become dearer. All will have their
choice—this is mine. J=W
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