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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

dipstick being on this side; it is contained in the oil-
filling orifice itself, which is of somewhat small diameter.
The dynamo is belt driven in tandem with the fan, all
eight plugs are reasonably accessible from one side or
the other and the coil ignition distributor is on top of
the cylinder block.

The battery and tools are accessible immediately the
front seat is lifted, the various greasing points seem to
be sensibly arranged, but the back brake adjustments
are not too easily reached. Buffers and a good luggage

grid are provided; the head lamps could be more
powerful in view of the car’s speed, while general finish
is excellent. The engine starts easily and will pull
almost straightaway. The car is handled in this country
by Pass and Joyce, Ltd.

A car which a few years ago would have been in-
capable of production at the figure in question, the
Marmon-Roosevelt is very likeable for what it does
and for how it does it, absolutely and entirely apart
from its price.

No. 75.

18-55 h.p. FIAT SALOON

Excellent Range of Speed on Top Gear, Quiet, Smooth Engine, Detail
Work Carefully Thought Out and Well Executed.

T is extraordinarily interesting to find that the great

Italian firm of Fiat, which was one of the pioneers

in the motor industry, and which in its time has
probably built more kinds of cars than any other con-
cern, is now constructing a chassis, or rather a complete
car, in which value for money is easily the principal
- feature and can be thus termed without in any way
implying an excuse.

It is obvious that there has been a certain study
of transatlantic methods. It is obvious also that these
methods, having been considered and analysed, have
been adapted here and there to European ideas. The
result is a saloon on a chassis with a 2}-litre engine,
priced at £395, with a remarkable performance on top
gear which is certainly comparable with that of some
American chassis having much larger engines.

In addition, it is not obvious that the gears chosen
are so exceptionally low as has been very noticeable
in a great many Fiat models produced during the past
few years. First, indeed, is low enough to serve as an
emergency gear, for which arrangement there is a great
deal to be said. But for ordinary work the car can
be handled the whole time.on second and top, and

the engine remains commendably smooth and quiet
throughout. As a town carriage the 18-55 h.p. Fiat is
very good indeed, very silent, very flexible, and it
handles well in modern traffic, which is becoming more
and more a serious problem.

In the open country the car holds the road well,
and, though it is easy to recognise the type of shock
absorber provided, none the less the machine rides com-
fortably as a whole and has not too much sway on
corners. Hydraulic shock absorbers are in process of
being fitted.

The clutch is not quite as smooth in its take-up as
a disc clutch can be; there is a certain awkwardness
about the throttle to which, however, the driver very
speedily becomes accustomed : the steering gear has a
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low ratio, which has distinct advantages when the
machine has to be manceuvred in a confined space;
the seats are really comfortable, and there is plenty
of room for all the passengers. Further, the ventilation
system for the body is unusually good, for in addition
to two louvres at the side of the scuttle there is a very
large ventilator in the top of the scuttle, while the
windscreen, which is a single pane, can be raised and
then be securely clipped. Lack of fresh air, at need, is
therefore not a point for criticism.

All four doors can be locked, and their windows,
together with the quarter lights, can be raised and
lowered: In this connection probably many owners
would prefer a more rapid mechanism for the window
at the driver’s side, the better to give signals on a wet
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

18-55 h.p., six cylinders, 72 x 103 mm. (2,516 c.c.).
Tax, £20. |
Wheelbase 9ft. 6}in., track 4ft. 7}in. :
Overall length 13ft. lin., width 5ft. 8in., height 5ft. 11in.
Tyres : 28 x 5.5in. on detachable steel wheel

‘ Engine-rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios (m.n.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
17.53 20
10.17 35 7!
| 7.23 50 8 sec.
5.10 65 10 sec.

Turning circle : 37ft. 7in. -

Tank capacity 16} gallons, fuel consumption 18 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 11 m.p.h., 9 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
Weight : 28 cwt.

Price, with saloon body, £395.
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day. The instruments are neatly panelled, indirectly
lighted, and include both a fuel tank contents indicator
and a clock, a mixture control and strangler being
separately mounted, and the dimming device being
combined with the controls on top of the steering wheel.
Incidentally, the head lamps are very good, and the
dimming device is effective.

Good Detail Work.

All windows have blinds, and that used for the rear .
glass might with advantage be of more opaque material
and be controlled from the driver’s seat. Each door
has a deep pocket, and pockets also are set at the sides
of the scuttle, just below the instrument board. The
rear fuel tank has a reserve compartment, provision is
made for buffers to be carried if required, and accom-
modation for luggage is provided by fitting a big grid
at the rear—a carrier which is slightly in the way
of the fuel filler. Provision is also made for carry-
ing two spare wheels if required, which is an extremely
useful idea, or, alternatively, for putting the standard
spare wheel on one side or the other of the bonnet.
The detail work as a whole is well considered and well
carried out; as an example, the radiator vent pipe is
actually provided with a.steam valve. Among the
auxiliaries the engine has an air cleaner.

In view of the size of the engine the performance
all round is very good, as the body cannot be excep-
tionally light and the gear ratios are not unduly low.
The prospective purchaser has the knowledge that the
car is backed by a factory of gigantic size, and has
assurance of the car’s suitability for ordinary work
in the shape of the immense popularity of Fiat cars,
a popularity which the new model should certainly
enhance.

CHOOSING A NEW CAR

E had decided to have a new car; we had even
decided which car, but what was troubling us
was whether to have a six-light or a four-light

saloon. The arguments for the six-light were that it
made the car look bigger, and the arguments for the
four-light that it was a_ little more cosy in the rear
seats.

Every saloon we met on the road was carefull
served to see if it looked well and attractive.

ob-
ere

were many discussions, but in the end it was decided that
the interior comfort of our future possession was of
much greater importance to us than the more mag-
nificent exterior appearance.

Grandma then spoke her views on the subject for the
first time. Her remark was short and decisive.

She said: “* If you ask me, have a four-light, though,
goodness knows, fwo are dazzling enough on a dark
night.””—B. E. A.
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