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10-30 h.p. FIAT SALOON

New Model that Shows a Most Marked Improvement Over the Famous
10-15 h.p. Type, which it Succeeds.

The illustration above indicates the size of the 10-3¢ h.p. Fiat saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

HE new 10-30 h.p. Fiat is a most interesting car
from every point of view. It is, in a way, a very
special machine because it represents an extra-

ordinary effort on the part of Italy’s largest firm of
motor car manufacturers to produce a car which shall
be exceptional value for money without sacrificing any
of the special Italian characteristics which always dis-
tinguish the Fiat productions.

Actually, the new model is the legitimate successor
to the 10-15 h.p., which model the makers rightly re-
gard as one of the most famous that they have ever
made, and which certainly attained an extraordinary

degree of popularity in this country. The improvement
over the older

model is most
marked. The car is
at least 10 m.p.h.
faster, has a better
acceleration, better
brakes, a much
better steering lock,
and is lighter to
handle in every
way, in spite of the
fact that it is very
much less expen-
sive.

The engine has a
softness when pull-
ing against full
throttle, especially
at high speed, that
the older model did
not possess, and the
car as a whole is
quite modern in
that the range of

speed on top gear alone is enough for most of the
everyday work to which one of these machines will be
subjected. Such a range is naturally obtained with a
top-gear ratio which is on the low side, and conse-
quently with an engine which is obviously pulling at
high speed, though with considerably less of the flurry
usually associated with these circumstances. The maxi-
mum speedometer reading during the timed quarter-
mile was 62 m.p.h.

As before, first-gear ratio is unusually low, low
enough, one would imagine, to deal with any gradient:
encountered on the most out of the way by-lanes, even
if the engine is not at its best and the car be heavily
laden—the sort of
ratio which has its
advantages for a
medical practitioner -
in the country if
called upon to use
third-class lanes in
very hilly country.

The ease with
which the car can
be handled is in
great part due to
very light steering,
the steering gear
having a lower ratio
than heretofore,
and just the sugges-
tion of caster action
to help the car
maintain its direc-
tion on a straight
road. The brakes
are not stiff in
operation, nor is the
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clutch pedal working against a
very strong spring—points that
make for ease of control.

The gear change is as easy as
these things generally are on a
modern chassis, thatis to say, the
only difficulty any driver should
encounter is to change down at
relatively high speed on a steep
hill, and the lever is long enough
for its knob to come nicely to
the hand when required. An
antomatic ignition advance cer-
tainly simplifies the control for
the average driver, and the
clutch itself takes up the drive
smoothly and without judder.

When new the suspension is
just enough on the hard side to
make the machine duly rigid

when cornering, and to make it, also, more comfort-

able when the full load is on

The body itself has plenty of room. The front seats
are separate, are very easily adjusted, and are held
rigidly in the required position by a locking wheel
If necessary, the backs of
In each door there is a pocket

which is quite accessible.
the seats can be folded.
of a very useful type, the

board.
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AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

There is a special junction box,
for example, for the electric
wiring in the side of the pressed-
steel pedestal which carries the
fuel tank underneath the bon-
net, and, with the modern pump
system of fuel supply, the filler
cap of that tank is sufficiently
clear from the bonnet rod,
which it might not be if one
had still to use a funnel and
can. -

Compared with the older
model, the engine auxiliaries
are much more accessible, both
for ordinary running adjust-
ments and attention, and for a
more serious overhaul in the
service station.

With the coachbuilt body

there is certain drumming, nearly all of which, curiously

enough, could be eliminated were it possible to soften

that, because it occurs

noticeable when the car is being driven in traffic.
really is astonishing that a car of this type can be
provided for the money, considering that it is of Italian

the overrun of the engine at very low speed, a thing

at very low speed, is only really
It

origin. On that subject,

window-raising mechanism - 10-30 h.p. FIAT SALOON. 7] also, it will not be long
acts rapidly, so that the ENGINE THROTTLE PETROL 11/l il before a very large propor-
driver need not have the SWITCH i | il | i tion of the car and its
right-hand forward win- | LIGHTING / i i ;:. body will be assembled in
dow open the whole time CUPTRL Bl il the new Fiat works at
< . STRANGLER\ 51” |
in town on a rainy day, ";!l' il HoRN Acton. Already prepara-
and there is something SR BUTTOM tions for this are in full
extraordinarily neat about e W \\T:':% swing, and when this takes
the _unut?luald con?ol tfl'(:r ETN e 03 ‘ PIE;IC% the 10-30 {lp glit
opening the doors from the Ly = B will be very nearly a Brit-
inside, a control that can - %4)5 n LANS L ish car. Taken as a whole
be secured by a catch, in Sy ety 2 . DIPPER it is best described as the
the case of .three doors, Y - 'l CC;NIR?“L, 10-15 h.p. 20 per cent.
and locked with a key as % \ IGNITION better all round.
regards the fourth. I s | \ \ LS Of course, it is extremely
Following what is now o | et : interesting that a new
the modern fashion, the s | 3R | model of this type should
dimming control for the SEVGEEAI | 1A be produced with a four-
head lﬁmi)s 1shon thelsteex"- STARTER/\ GEAR \\ACCELERATOR g‘ ':V GEAR LEVER cylinder tenggxe, ?)ll the
ing wheel, where, also, 1s SITIONS more interestin ecause
thg button for an electric ||* St 11)12'4“'?21“» ;"'g“ Dm‘“(‘;‘:;h e most people wmglld expect
horn, giving a-mote which- H| o g ot e, s S % six cylinders; but the
is quite unusually pleasant Wheelbase 8ft. 4in., track 4tt. curious part of the whole
and markedly distinct Overall length I’Itt.. width 4ft. lo::-. height 5ft. 7in. thing is that to-day the
from the somewhat offen- Tyrea t 37 &70in: on dethchanie;disc Whes! four-cylinder engine, by
sive tone emitted by most T S [ Y e 'g'vl:lr‘ g reason of the experience
horns to-day. The in- s P behind it, is extraordin- .
struments,. also, are pan- 2 ?} wee, 5471 m.p.h. arily good, so good that in
elled, the panel including Turning circle 31ft. : certain cases it would be
a fuel tank contents indi- Tank capacity 8} gallons ; fuel consumption 30 m.p.g. very difficult indeed for a
cator. With all electrical :V-'l‘::tu‘:o“::t set cuts in at 9 m.p.h. man who did not know the
accessories in use, the ok 2 car and had not looked
dynamo gives a healthy g B e “m'.' DA S0 under the bonnet to tell
charge. ; ame  S2FEET from 30 MAH, that some of the modern
Considering the price, ] o, v four -cylinder chassis are
the detail work of the not provided with six-
body and chassis is good. |L_————— s | cylinder power units.
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