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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued.)

18.2 h.p. ESSEX SALOON

New Model which, having Received Careful Attention from the Owner-driver’s Viewpoint,
: Represents Remarkable Value for Money.

NE small detail of the latest model Essex—de-
scribed in detail in the last issue—is typical of the
whole car. This is the gauge whereby the driver

is able to see, without leaving his seat, the exact quan-
tities of fuel and oil required when stopping at a filling
station. Obviously, whoever was responsible for incor-
porating this point was thinking in terms of an owner
who would have to drive and look after the car every
day. The whole car has been considered from the same
angle. The engineering part, as it were, is subordinated
to the demands put forward by the sales department,
which is the reverse of the policy too often followed
in Europe, and especially on the Continent. :

That the car is wonderful value for money goes
almost without saying, nor does this phrase carry the
implied excuse that it is so often supposed to contain.
This Essex is well equipped, well finished, and its coach-
work has nothing about it that, at a first glance, can
be described as ‘‘ cheap.”’

Front and Rear Seats Adjustable.

The Town Saloon is exceptionally commodious. The
front seat is 3ft. 6in. wide, and, a most important fea-
ture, can quite easily be adjusted relative to the steer-
ing wheel. The rear seat is no less than 3ft. 1oin. wide,
being adequate, that is, for three people to ride in com-
fort; the width has been obtained by slightly increasing
the track of the rear axle and by bringing the seat itself
farther back over the fuel tank. Another interesting
point is that this seat can be adjusted ; it is only logical
that if the front seats need adjustment the rear seats
require a similar provision. x

The car as a whole handles well. The new steering
is light, which point gives the advantage of the car being
easily manceuvrable in a confined space. There is no
caster action, and, therefore, no automatic sense of direc-
tion at high speed. The wheel is big, of European type,
and has a thin rim, the centre boss holding not only
the throttle and ignition levers, but the dimming control
for the head lamps. :

Probably the best cruising speed of the car is between

30 and 40 m.p.h., when the engine pulls well, has plenty
in reserve, is not harsh, nor unduly noisy. Actually
it is possible, of course, to run for most of the time
on top gear only, and on that ratio the car can be
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18.2 h.p., six cylinders, 69.8 . 114.3 mm (2,638 c.c.).
Tax £19.

| Wheelbase 91t. 2in.. teack 4ft. 9in.

Overall length 14ft 3in., width 5ft. 8'n., height 6ft. 2in,
Tyres: 30 5In. o1 weod wheels with detachable rims.

Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleratioa
gear ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
18.16 22 -
10,9 36 5 sec.
5.6 -_— 8 sec.

Tank capnrjty 9 galloas, fue! consumption 26 m.p.g.

6-volt lighting set cuts in at 11 m.p.h,, 10 amps. at 20 m,p.h.
Welight : 26 cwt.

Price, with saloon body, £293.

20 FEET from 25 M.P.H. “

Brake Test Figure.

accelerated without diffi-
culty from a speed approxi-
mately equal to that of the
average walking pace. Asa
matter of fact, the maxima
in the table should be sub-
ject to some increase in
normal circumstances, . as
the car in -question was
brand - new, and conse
quently it would have been
dangerous to prolong un- -
duly a full throttle test.
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