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No. 54—DODGE BROTHERS EIGHT SALOON
Smooth, Quiet Engine and Remarkable Top Gear Performance Without Effort.
The illusfrah'on above indicates the size of the Dodge Brothers Eight saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

T is particularly interesting that Dodge Brothers,
l who retained the four-cylinder power unit longer

than almost any other American manufacturer pro-
ducing similar types of cars, are now early in the field
with a really good, low-priced straight eight, which
supplements the latest six-cylinder model.

The engine is very smooth, quiet practically all
through the range, with only a hissing sound as air
enters the carburetter during acceleration to show that
an engine is working at all anywhere between 20 and
50 m.p.h. And the engine has about it, too, a some-
how indefinable feeling of being right for the work it
is intended to do, an impression especially noticeable,
by the way, with some of the latest American products.

The timed speed - '
and acceleration FE=
figures speak for
themselves, and,
incidentally, during
the timed test the
speedometer held a
steady reading of
70 m.p.h.; but
what is much more
important is that
the effect of the
eight-cylinder en-
gine is really ap-
parent, a thing not
always con-
spicuous. On top
gear the Dodge
Brothers can be
throttled down to a
walking pace,
which means that
in traffic the car [ 8{ =
can be driven very AT SR S Sl
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largely on top alone; practically all main-road hills are
taken on top gear, and, what is more, if the car happens
to be slowed by other traffic on such a hill the machine
will still climb smoothly after the check without an
indirect gear being engaged.

Clearly, this is the kind of performance that most
owners require, while it is fascinating for the more
experienced driver to bring the car relatively slowly
to the foot of a long main-road gradient, open up the
throttle, and then accelerate, without the slightest hesita-
tion, the whole way up that gradient with a full load,
using top gear, of course, throughout and overtaking
other cars that may be necessarily on a lower gear.
On modern busy roads the ability of a car to do this
results in a good
average  without
ever making the
car really hurry,
and fatigue, from
the driver’s point
of view, on a long
journey is reduced
to a minimum.

Though the in-
direct ratios are em-
ployed chiefly only
for getting the car
under way after a
stop, there is an
immense reserve
power which is ex-
tremely valuable on
the steepest type of
gradient met off the
beaten track, useful
maxima on first
and second being
“% 25 and 40 m.p.h,,
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« THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

and, when it is necessary to use
the indirects, the gear change is
easier than the average.

In the course of the test it was
possible to take the Dodge on
an unusually long run and to
climb three notorious West
Country hills, two having a
maximum gradient of 1 in 4,
the third being very rough-
surfaced and loose, with a
maximum of 1 in 3}. On all
three hills, with three people in
the car, there was no apparent
effort, the machine taking the

real comfort in both front
and rear compartments.

The glass of the single-panel
windscreen can be raised an inch
or two to ventilate the interior,
and has a good suction wiper,
and, in addition, there is a
ventilator at either side of the
scuttle. Then the instruments
are grouped neatly and well
lighted in the customary indirect
fashion, the gauges including, in
addition to the thermometer, a
fuel tank contents indicator.

The interior details are par-

steepest of them with power in
hand, absolutely confidently,
and the engine temperature, as
recorded by the thermometer,
rose hardly at all.

Control is light as a whole, and the steering, with a
thin-rim wheel which is pleasant to hold, is not too
low-geared, has no effective caster action, and is free
from flap or road shock transmitted through the steering
wheel. The clutch is typically American, which is the
highest possible praise; the throttle pedal might have
worked a little more smoothly; the hydraulic brakes
are good, sensitive and ’

ticularly pleasing, with the
usual roof lamp, and two
beautifully finished corner lights
high up above the back seat, all
three lamps giving an unusually
strong, white light. All four doors can be locked;
there are useful pockets in two of them, and the six
side windows wind up and down; while there are two
ashtrays and convenient armrests.

The engine is neat and has an oil filter, while the
sparking plugs and ignition distributor, as well as the
down-draught carburetter, with its big air cleaner, are
more than usually acces-

even in action both in DODGE BROTHERS BIGHT SALOON. sible. Fuel feed is by a
normal use and when o Rt mechanical pump, with
applied with maximum HEATER  LEVER ||I° which is combined a glass
effect, tending to squeak IGNITION ENGINE ~ CONTROL bowl filter. Starting from

slightly on this particular CONTROL  SWITCH

car when bringing the

cold is very easy and the
engine will pull almost

machine to a complete
standstill. The hand-brake
lever is reasonably well
placed, and the brake

gl straightaway.
The equipment includes

bumpers, a luggage grid,
and a lock for the spare

itself powerful for holding T wheel. Wire wheels are
the car stationary. i LIGHTING almost certainly worth
For a fairly big saloon : CONTROL, having from the appear-
of this type the Dodge STRANGLER \ \\ ance point of view, though
holds the road well, with SeAR they add £15 to the price
comparatively little sway e - i of the car given in the
on corners. At ordinary R 2 ‘i o 10 Jivec, K table.
touring speeds the sus- I LEVER The head lamps are
pension is typically soft GEAR LEVER STARTER  ACCELERATOR good, with a flat-topped
and the car steady, while ! POSITIONS . . SWITCH PEDAL beam, and two sets of side
above 40 m.p.h., curiously DATA FOR THE DRIVER. . lamps are provided, the
enough, the springing re- :6.45.];.79., eight cylinders, 73 x 108 mm. (3,618 c.c.). d o output at 30
ax .

sembles more closely
a. European system, ||
especially as far as the

Wheelbase 9ft. 6in., track 4ft. 9in.
Overall length 14ft., width 5ft. 9in., height 6ft.
Tyres : 5.50 x 18in. on wood wheels with detachable rims..

m.p.h., with all lights on,
being such as to give a
surplus of current for

ackmt puengen we | Mg " oty foye | chaming pupees. |
The body is very well et P 6923 mph- || Jooks well and handles

Turning circle : 43ft. 9in.
good, likely to be durable,
and the seats are comfort-
ably sprung. The one-
piece driving seat is easily

Weight : 28} cwt.
Price, with saloon body, £428.

finished, the upholstery is "

Tank capacity 12} gallons, fuel consumption 17-18 m.p.g.
6~volt lighting set cuts in at 8 m.p.h., 10 amps. at 30 m.p.h.

- well. With not too big an
engine for ‘a transatlantic
car, the machine does hard
work with very little effort
indeed, and, moreover,

adjust.able - even when 38 FEET from SOMPH, there are definite ad-
occupied, and gives proper vantages in the particular
support to the back, the eight-cylinder engine
leg room being ample for fitted.
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