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« THE AUTOCAR' ROAD TESTS—(continued).

No. 58.—27.3 h.p. DODGE BROTHERS SALOON

Smooth, Silent Power and Ability to Hold Top Gear in Difficult

1189

Road Conditions.

T is always interesting
l to renew acquaintance
with a given make of
car and to discover that in
the interim so much has
been altered or improved
that beyond shadow of
doubt the latest type is the
best car that has carried
the name in question.
Thus it is with the Dodge
Brothers ‘‘ New Six,”” or
27.3 h.p. model.
This car possesses just
those characteristics which
appeal exceedingly to a

very large number of
drivers of to-day. Its en-
gine - is smooth _right

through its range and very
quiet. Indeed, with the
exception of carburetter
hiss which accompanies
acceleration the engine

" does not become notice-

able until nearing the limit
of its abilities. Above all,
the top gear performance
is worth having. After
moving off in first, or in
second on the level, top
can be engaged almost as
soon as the wheels start to
turn, and then the car will
get under way without
judder or hesitation. With
the clutch home it will run
on top at 3-4 m.p.h. on
the flat without snatch.
Subsequently, only
bringing the car com-
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

27.3 h.p., six cylinders, 85.7 98.4 mm. (3,410 c.c.).
Tax £28.

Wheelbase 9ft. 4in., track 4ft. 8in.

Overall length 14ft. 1in., width 5ft. 6in., height 5ft. 7in.
Tyres: 29 5.50in. on wood wheels with detachable rims.

Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
14.72 21 -
7.99 40 6! sec.
4.72 64 93 sec.

Turning circle: 40ft.

Tank capacity 10 gallons, fuel consumption 18-20 m.p.g.

6-volt lighting set cuts in at 11 m.p.h.,, 12 amps. at
20 m.p.h.

Weight: 26 cwt. 2 qr. 7 1b.
Price, with saloon body, £412.

26 FEET from 23MPH. ﬁ

pletely to rest on a
gradient really necessitates
a change of. gear on the
average main road. A
long and well - known
North Downs hill with a
maximum gradient of
approximately 1 in o9,
which it is impossible to
approach at more than
about 25 m.p.h., can be
climbed on top with three
people in the car, the
machine actually acceler-
ating and crossing the
summit at 30 m.p.h.
Hills of the main road
need never = be
rushed ; even if the bot-
tom is reached at quite a
low speed the car will ac-
celerate the whole way up
and give no impression
that it is working hard.
Further, if it has to slow
for other traffic, and come
down as low as 10 m.p.h.
on gradients of 1 in 10
to 1 in 15, it will still hold
top without the slightest
difficulty and accelerate
when opportunity permits.
This freedom from the
necessity of frequent gear
changing is an immense
asset to very many
drivers. At the same time
the car feels pleasant, and
its engine is not over-large
judging by American stan-
dards. Second gear can
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No. 58.—27.3 h.p. DODGE BROTHERS SALOON

Smooth, Silent Power and Ability to Hold Top Gear in Difficult Road Conditions.

T is always interesting
to renew acquaintance
with a given make of
car and to discover that in
the interim so much has
been altered or improved
that beyond shadow of
doubt the latest type is the
best car that has carried
the name in question.
Thus it is with the Dodge
Brothers ‘‘ New Six,”” or
27.3 h.p. model.

This car possesses just
those characteristics which
appeal exceedingly to a

very large number of
drivers of to-day. Its en-
gine - is smooth right

through its range and very
quiet. Indeed, with the
exception of carburetter
hiss which accompanies
acceleration the engine
does not become notice-
able until nearing the limit
of its abilities. Above all,
the top gear performance
is worth having. After
moving off in first, or in
second on the level, top
can be engaged almost as
soon as the wheels start to
turn, and then the car will
get under way without
judder or hesitation. With
the clutch home it will run
on top at 3-4 m.p.h. on
the flat without snatch.
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BRAKE
LEVER

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

27.3 h.p., six cylinders, 85.7 x 98.4 mm. (3,410 c.c.).

Tax £28.

Wheelbase 9ft. 4in., track 4ft. 8in.

Overall length 14ft. 1in., width 5ft. 6in., height 5ft. 7in.
Tyres: 29 < 5.50in. on wood wheels with detachable rims.

Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios, (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
14.72 21 —
7.99 49 6} sec.
4.72 64 93 sec.

Turning circle: 40ft.
Tank capacity 10 gallons, fuel consumption 18-20 m.p.g.
6~volt llﬂgmng set cuts in at 1l m.p.h.,, 12 amps. at

]

Weight: 26 cwt. 2 gr. 7 Ib.
Price, with saloon body, £41).

26 FEET from 25MPH.

pletely to rest on a
gradient really necessitates
a change of. gear on the
average main road. A
long and well - known
North Downs hill with a
maximum gradient of
approximately 1 in o,
which it is impossible to
approach at more than
about 25 m.p.h., can be
climbed on top with three
people in the car, the
machine actually acceler-
ating and crossing the
summit at 30 m.p.h.

Hills of the main road
type need never - be
rushed ; even if the bot-
tom is reached at quite a
low speed the car will ac-
celerate the whole way up
and give no impression
that it is working hard.
Further, if it has to slow
for other traffic, and come
down as low as 10 m.p.h.
on gradients of 1 in 10
to 1 in 15, it will still hold
top without the slightest
difficulty and accelerate
when opportunity permits.
This freedom from the
necessity of frequent gear
changing is an immense
asset to very many
drivers. At the same time
the car feels pleasant, and
its engine is not over-large

Subsequently, only judging by American stan-
bringing the car com- dards. Second gear can
= DUS = 24
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«“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS (continued).

deal with the majority of stiffer
gradients met on by-ways and in
notoriously hilly districts. On
this gear a long, rough hill, at
worst I in 5}, can be climbed at
15-20 m.p.h., with power in re-
serve.

Another point which  in any
casé is good, but is particularly
so for the average driver, is that
the clutch is extremely light to
operate, the engagement being
typically progressive and devoid
of judder. It is, in fact, about
as well behaved as a clutch can
be. Again, the steering is very
light indeed. This is a boon in
traffic and when manceuvring,
for, though naturally the wheel
has to be used fairly busily on
sharp corners and in turning
round, the movement from lock
to lock is free from any sugges-
tion of effort being required.
There is a slight tendency to kick-
back in the steering, and this in-
creases at speeds over 45 m.p.h.,
but never becomes really un-
pleasant or so pronounced as to
give any feeling of lessening of
control. A comfortable cruising
speed is between 35 and 45
m.p.h. ;

Comfortable Riding.

As a whole the car rides well.
The springs prevent shock reach-
ing even the back seat occupants,
although, of course, movement
is noticed over rougher roads.
There is some roll and a certain amount of sway at
higher speeds. In this connection double-acting shock
absorbers and caster action in the steering, with conse-
quent sense of direction, would undoubtedly help.

The nature of the performance makes a good average
easy without going within ten miles an hour of the
maximum. What is more, the Dodge is an interesting
car to drive, since hill-climbing is fast yet effortless,
and acceleration is brisk. Over a timed mile against the
wateh on the flat the car averaged 62.5 m.p.h.

The hydraulically operated internal-expanding brakes
are very light to apply, are decisive, and promote a
feeling of confidence in the car. The hand lever could

Front view of the Dodge Brothers salcon.

be a little better placed; this
brake is jerky in action but
powerful.

The gear lever is convenient as
usual, the steering wheel is of
considerable  diameter,  thin
rimmed, and carries the lighting
and dimming control. Typically
complete equipment is provided,
including lowering mechanism
for all six windows, means of
securing the four doors, and neat
panelled instruments clearly
lighted from behind. " No water
temperature indicator is fitted,
but there is a fuel tank contents
gauge on the instrument board.
The one-piece screen opens and
has a vacuum wiper which is set
in motion very easily. As long
as it is durable, the chromium
plating is a valuable point.

Points of Detail.

The lights are effective, and
the flat-topped. beams show up
the edges of the road well.
Everywhere there is plenty of leg-
room for the tallest driver and
passengers. The seating is com-
fortable and the driving position
good, though the seat is not
adjustable. The front seat is
3ft. 5in. wide, and the back seat
3ft. 8in. between the arm-rests,
so that five persons can be
carried as a normal load or six
in emergency

As to convenience: the brake
adjustments are on the drums
themselves, and are accessible enough at the front,
but not so easy to reach at the back. The engine oil
filler and “dipstick are close together. A small but
useful point is that the lubricator for the clutch thrust
mechanism—often a difficult point to reach—is extended
forward in the form of a flexible tube with a greaser
at its extremity, so that it can easily be attended
to when the near side of the bonnet is lifted. The
sparking plugs and coil ignition distributor are acces-
sible on top of the cylinder block.

Flexibility on top gear, comfort and silence, combined
with the ability to maintain a high average effortlessly,
are the outstanding characteristics of this car.

SERVICE.

l BOUGHT my car from one of the Marble Halls of
the West End and went in at the front entrance
opened by uniformed attendants. That was before
I had bought the car. Six months later I went back
for service, and drew up at the front entrance. On
hearing that I only wanted to have the but six-months-
old car repaired I was told to ‘‘ go round to the back."”’

I went round the corner to a dirty little back street,
and at long last found the ‘‘ service station” in a

cellar. The man in charge enquired as to the time of
my appointment, and, on being informed that I had
made no appointment, he told me, rather curtly, to
““go away '’ and to write, and then to return when
they told me to do so.

That was the last time I shall visit that firm, for I
have found a small local service station where there
are no uniformed attendants, but where the mechanics
are never too busy to give attention. B R A
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