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The illustration above indicales the size, in Jeet, of the 22 h.p. Delage sportsman’s saloon

Penie”)—22 h.p. DELAGE SPORTSMAN’S SALOON

No. 637

A Car of Quality which it is a Delight to Drive

HERE is a select band of motor cars which have

the indefinable power to charm the driver and

passengers immediately they are taken on the
road. The Delage as a make most certainly belongs to
this comparatively small group, and it is curious that
cach model tested somehow secms better than the last,
all of them being extraordinarily good. Thus with the
22 h.p. six-cylinder: it is not a question of the per-
formance or the comfort of riding alone appealing, or
of any other individual feature—the car as a whole feels
exactly right, and the driver realises at once that he
is handling an altogether exceptional machine.

Consequently, there is not the normal necessity to
single out one point or another, since the main essentials
all perform exactly as they should, which is a rare
thing even to-day. It is sufficient to say that the steer-
ing is light, with strong caster action, delightfully firm
at speed, and sensitive, by which is meant that slight
movement of the road wheels can be felt: but with
the wheel held lightly this
gives the best control of
all. Further, the wheel
has a thin rim and is
spring-spoked and com-
fortable to hold, while the
steering-lock is good, and
the car not at all heavy
to manceuvre,

The brake action is
light, a vacuum servo as-
sisting in this direction,
and the shoes come on
evenly. The gear change
handles beautifully, and is
very quick, and it is worth
having a gear lever that
is stiff and shorter in re-
lation to the driver than |
most gear levers of to-day [ -

in order to obtain the delicacy of control thereby afforded,
since a long lever that ‘‘ whips "’ makes it difficult to feel
the gears properly.

Slowly or at speed the Delage is firm and steady,
yet remarkably comfortable. The feeling the whole
time is that of inherent solidity, which in itself suggests
durability, without unnecessary weight. Take the car
up to a corner as an open sports machine is handled,
and it goes round accurately to an inch, without a
trace of side sway, and straightens out almost of its
own accord after the turn.

The normal cruising speed is anything up to 60, at
which there is practically nothing above the squeal of
the tyres on the road to show that machinery is work-
ing, and, however fast the car is driven, there is not
a suggestion that anything is being overworked. Also,
the car quickly gets up to the cruising speed, and the
combination of qualities enables a fine average to be
maintained, 75 m.p.h. certainly being possible. on the
road. In twenty-three
hours all told a run of 540
miles was completed, a
great deal of it in the dark,
and over winding roads.
What is more, the Delage
is a car which has the
happy faculty of not tiring
its driver.

Looking at it from
another angle, the machiune
has an extremely good
top-gear performance
even though that ratio is
high, and only for very
slow work on top does it
seem at all desirable to re-
tard the ignition control.
X Third gear is a modern
~w.wun.  silent ratio, and very good
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indeed, 45 being a comfort-
able figure, though a read-
ing of 50 is possible; while
first and second, on which 15
and 35 are normal, produce
nothing more than a rather
pleasant, thoroughbred-car hum.

Coachwork can be a matter
of individual taste, and the
body of the car tested has the
merits of comfort, a first-class
finish, and a very smart appear-
ance. It is termed a coupé, but
would probably be known as a
sportsman’s saloon in this
country.

The two wide doors give easy
access to the back seat, and
each door has an additional
interior handle for the benefit of the rear passengers.

There is ample room, in spite of the comparatively
short body, a slight well effect in the back floorboards
increasing the leg-room, and the comfort ot riding so far
as the back seat is concerned is exceptional. There are
comfortably shaped arm-rests at either side, and the
detail work is beautiful. Recessed into the sides of the
_body are companions, a lamp is fitted in each rear corner
of the roof; a most useful
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ental light fabric covering for the
roof and rear quarters helps the
external appearance, and the
dummy hood irons add a pleas-
ing touch.

At the back, the big luggage
box is fitted with two suitcases,
and can be locked, while it har-
monises well with the general
lines.

The type of running board and
front wing employed allows one
to stand close up to the engine,
which is a convenience, and
polished metal shields on the
lower portion of the back wings
give protection against stones
and grit usually thrown up when
cycle, or semi-cycle, type mud-
guards are fitted. The engine itself is characteristic of
Delage in that it is as beautifully finished outwardly as
are other normally visible components.

In detail the engine, the chassis as a whole, in fact,
resembles the straight eight and the smaller six. All
the sparking plugs are convenient, the coil and distri-
butor also, and even the wiring and links for the controls
tell at once of pride of workmanship. The oil filler is

big and accessible; and

net arrangement for maps,
books or hats extends the
full length of the roof, and
there is a control for the
rear window blind, effec-
tive from the driving
seat. It would be better
if the control for the off-
side window were quick-
acting or more conve-
niently placed in relation
to the driver. Although
the screen and the two
side windows are rela-

LIGHTING

22 h.p. DELAGE SPORTSMAN'S SALOON

ENGINE THROTTLE
SW.ILCH CONTROL

merely by turning a
kpurled knob, of which the
dipstick is part, the sump
can be drained. :

Fuel feed is by a big
vacuum tank, and there is
a glass bowl filter; the
radiator shutters are
opened and closed auto-
matically, and at all times
the engine starts easily.

On the chassis the
greasers are grouped so
that one nipple supplies

DIMMING

tively shallow there is no

several points, while the

feeling of restricted vision

spring bolts do not require

for driving. lubricant. The big double-

Sod and idlecty T i Ao+
pane an ! / rbers are accessible for
lighted. A trip-type BRAKE STARTER CEAR ACCHoM O FOsifions 24 | adjustment even at the

speedometer is fitted, as
well as a clock and fuel
gauge, there being a ther-

t Tax £22.
mometer on the radiator

2}in.
Overall length 12kt 8in.,

DATA FOR THE DRIVER
22 h.x.. six cylinders, 77 x 109 mm. (3,040 c.c.).

track 4ft. 6in,

back, while the brake

adjustments are good.
Also, the head lamps give

a very fine beam, while the

. width 5ft. 8in., heigh :
cap. The single-panel Tyres: 6 x 19in. on Gotaiabie wire 2 pe dynamo charging rate is
windscreen opens out wide Engine—rear axle  Acceleration from Timed speed high, and there is a con-
with a good pandle-type P el =% b Eeenar et cealed master switch as an
control, and is provided et 2{ o4 ! anti-theft device.
with a twin-blade electric 39to1 10§ sec. 73.77 m.p.h. A cari
et Voo WY ar in the front rank

ank capacity 21 gallons, fuel consumption 18 m.p.%.
ggﬂng set cuts in at 10 m.p.h., 12 amps. at 30 m.p.h.

of modern machines, that
tempts the driver to go on

wiper. With a compara- T
tively short body it seems 12-volt |
a universal e g s ol I

to be nearly
failing that the interior
driving mirror cannot give
a good view.

Price, with tw

body, £875. driving for the pleasure of

handling it. It was pro-

32 FEET from SOMPH. vided for test by the con-

e upholstery is excel-

cessionaires, J. Smith and
Co. (Motor Agents), Ltd.,

lent, the typically Contin-

28, Albemarle Street, W.1.
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