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The illustration above indicales the size, in fee!, of the 18 2 h.p. Delage saloon.

18.2 h.p. DELAGE SALOON

An Essentially Individual Car which Appeals Very Much Indeed.

O-DAY, when it is true to a certain extent that,
T by a natural process of evolution, one car comes
to resemble another in a given class, outwardly
and in performance, too, the truly individual machine
stands out as something altogether unusual and pleas-
ing. It is in this respect, above all, that the Delage
as a make appeals, because the Delage is in itself a
type, in a way representative of the better Continental
machines, yet an individual car with a singular charm.
The new 18.2 h.p. has a general * feel”” on the road
that gives the occupants the impression of a much bigger
car than the 2}-litre engine could possibly suggest on
paper, an impression which has a peculiar atiraction,
and probably arises chiefly because the whole machine
is wonderfully solid, every component being fully equal
to the stress of the most arduous conditions. Yet in
actual dimensions this Delage is not the slightest bit
unwieldy, and it is handled in traffic with ease.
The performance is notable for the ability of the car
to cover long distances at a deceptively high average—
deceptive because the speedo-

of efficiency, exceedingly quietly mechanically, and with
a subdued note from the tail pipe that, again, seems
pleasant rather than irritating, and all the time there is
a good maximum in reserve. )

The car handles as probably only a machine emanat-
ing from a factory with racing experience can handie,
for although there is nothing at all which suggests any
fierceness the car holds the road and corners so well
as to rank straightaway on that count with a sports
machine, taking bends relatively fast, absolutely steadily,
and steering as accurately as the driver could desire.
The steering, which is light but firm, straightens out
automatically after a corner. And although the suspen-
sion, backed by big double-acting friction shock ab-
sorbers, is of the type that helps to give this remark-
able stability for a touring car, it is not made so hard
as to produce discomfort over bad road surfaces, for even
on the back seat there is very little movement.

The brakes require only light pressure, and the car
slows from the highest speeds decisively, without a trace
of skidding; further, as is not
uncommon with a vacuum servo

meter may never be taken above
the 50 to 55 m.p.h. range which
is comfortable for cruising, but
that speed is maintained with-
out effort and apparently tire-
lessly all day long if conditions
permit, the majority of main
road hills being climbed on top
gear, though third, with a com-
fortable maximum of 40, is a
good ratio and silent running in
the modern fashion.

This, undoubtedly, is the kind
of performance a great many
people want, the engine running
smoothly, with just the sugges-
tion throughout the range of
latent power that helps the idea

mechanism, the effect is rela-
tively less over the lowest range
of speed of all. The hand brake,
for which the control is conven-
ient, will hold the car on a steep
gradient, and is not solely a
parking brake. The clutch is
smooth and the pedal action
light, while the gear change,
with a nice long lever, handles
very well.

As to the minor controls, the
two-note electric horn is operated
by a very convenient switch
projecting from the steering
column, the head lamp dimmer
—which is effective—by another
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similar switch, and
the hand need not
be removed from
the wheel to work
either switch; the
head lamps, inci-
dentally, are ex-
tremely powerful,
and with all lights
on there is a surplus
of current at normal
speeds for charging
the battery. The
hand throttle might
be of a more definite
type, and an un-
usual feature is a
master switch that
acts as a particu-
larly efficient anti-
theft idea.

The body fitted to
the car tested is
very comfortable,

support for the back, and
the leg room is ample,
though this was the short,
and not the long, wheel-
base chassis. The uphol-
stery is excellent ; two very
effective roof lamps are
fitted ; strap-type supports
are provided for the back
passengers, though the
blind for the rear window
is not controlled by the
driver. There are three
pockets, as well as two
cubby holes and a roof net,
for small articles, while
two ventilators are fitted in
the scuttle sides. The
single-panel  windscreen
opens an inch or two and
has an effective electric
wiper, and the instruments,
which include a clock and
an accurate fuel gauge, are
lighted indirectly. A ther-
mometer is mounted on the
radiator filler cap.

The engine has that
beautiful finish which is
the delight of the discern-
ing owner; it is both
practical and exceedingly
neat, and suggestive every-
where of a sound, engin-
eer’s job. The plugs are
properly accessible, a spare
coil is mounted alongside
the coil actually in use, the
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smart, and particularly well finished both inside and
outside. The single front seat can be set for position
when the cushion has been raised, there is plenty of

18.2 h.p. DELAGE SALOON.
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
18.2 h.p., six cylinders, 70 . 109 mm. (2,516 c.c.).
Tax £19.
Wheelbase 10ft. 2}in., track 4ft. 6in.
Overall length 13ft. 6in., width 5ft. 2in., height 5ft. 6in.
Tyres: 6.00 - 19in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed

gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile.
17.6 to 1 —
108 to 1 63 sec.
8.1to1 7} sec. 64.74 m.p.h.
51to 1 11} sec.

Turning circle: 45ft. (right), 44ft. (left).

Tank capacity 21 gallons, fuel consumption 22 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 16 m.p.h., 7 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
Weight: 33 cwt. 15ib.

Price, with saloon body, £675.
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carburetter is con-
venient, and there
is a glass bowl fuel
filter, a control in
the driving com-
partment allowing
the supply to be
shut off. In this
connection, the
capacity of the fuel
tank is thoroughly
well worth having,
since on a really
long day’s run the
owner need have no
thought of replen-
ishment. The oil
filler is well placed,
the filter is easily
cleaned without loss
of oil, and to drain
the engine sump it
is necessary only
to turn a knurled

control which is combined with the dipstick. The
radiator drain tap also is especially good. The engine
starts easily and will pull at once, the radiator shutters

being operated by a ther-
mostat.

Maintenance has been
studied especially. The
spring bolts have Silent-
bloc bushes, and there are
only five points for the
whole chassis where lubri-
cant has to be applied from
the gun. The brake ad-
justments are individual,
at the extremities of the
operating links, and the
shock absorbers are quite
reasonably accessible even
at the back. The back
axle, too, is easily replen-
ished, and the tools are in
a box recessed into the
running board. The two
spare wheels are an excel-
lent provision, and there
is a small fire extinguisher
inside the car.

The Delage is a car that
is different, backed by a
long tradition ; and, above
all, it is of the type in con- .
nection with which pride of
ownership means a great
deal, and a car which the
more one drives it the
greater the regard oné has
for it.

The car was provided
for test by J. Smith and
Co. (Motor Agents), Ltd.,
28, Albemarle Street, W.1.
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