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The illusiration above indicates the size, in feet, of ihe Straight Eight De Soto saloon

—STRAIGHT EIGHT DE SOTO SALOON
Chrysler-produced Car which Pleases the Experienced

Series

A “Top Gear”

NO. 631 (Post-lVar

Driver and is Easy to Handle

ROM whatever viewpoint a car like the straight

eight De Soto is regarded, it is impossible not to

admire the extreme smoothness of the engine and
the flexibility on top gear, in which directions American
products excel. This suppleness, as it can well be
termed, is a most attractive quality, and for the un-
skilled driver, the man or woman who wishes to use
the gear lever as infrequently as possible, the perform-
ance is exactly what is wanted. For the car can be
started on second gear without any trace of snatch, the
clutch being, as usual, just as smooth as a clutch can
be in taking up the drive; or, preferably, first gear is
employed for a few feet to get the car under way, and
then top gear can be engaged at once.

After that it must be an unusually severe hill that
will need any other gear than top, and at worst the
driver is faced only with changing to a lower ratio
when the road speed has dropped to, say, 15 or 20
m.p.h., when the process presents no special difficulty
and the car will accelerate
away without hesitation.
In traffic, too, the car can
be manceuvred for the
most part on top alone,
since the engine pulls
smoothly at a slow walking
pace, and will move away
without jerk or snatch,
with nothing more than
opening up the throttle,
when a gap offers.

Thus, with this type of
power unit, something
closely approaching a two-
speed machine is obtained,
and there is the advan-
tage in the De Soto that
the engine capacity is by
no means abnormal.

For the more experienced driver the performance is
equally satisfying, since the car will cruise comfortably
at anything up to 50 m.p.h. with little beyond the sound
produced by the rush of air entering the carburetter to
denote that an engine is working beneath the bonnet,
taking main-road hills fast or slowly according to
traffic conditions and the will of the driver, all on top
gear and controlled alone by the accelerator and brake
pedals. :

Vet for this kind of driver there is nothing of mono-
tony in the performance to reduce the pleasure of
handling the car, for there is always a fascination in
fast hill-climbing, and the silkiness of this particular
engine right through its speed range is delightful. The
indirects, when used, are distinctly valuable, since 20
m.p.h. is comfortably possible on first gear and 40 on
second. During the timed speed test the speedometer
held a steady reading of 7o.

Control as a whole is excellent, the steering being
light, free from road shock
transmitted to the driver,
and with a tendency to
caster action, the big, thin-
rim wheel being particu-
larly pleasant to hold. The
brake action is light and
definite; the smoothness
of the hydraulic system,
even when the pedal is de-
pressed to give the maxi-
mum effect in an emer-
gency, inspires confidence,
and the hand brake, for
which the lever is conveni-,
ent, will hold the car on a
1-in-4 gradient.

A point of detail
difference, as compared
with last year’s model, is
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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued)

that the throttle pedal is now of
the type on which the whole foot
is rested. This is comfortable,
and it has to be remembered
that the throttle control is high
geared—that is to say, a small
movement of the pedal has a
correspondingly big effect on
the engine speed.

It is characteristic in a way
of the whole car that the sus-
pension is soft, and, despite
definite movement which arises
on certain road surfaces, es-
pecially at speed, no uncom-
fortable shock is felt by the
occupants of the car, a thing
due, no doubt, in large part to
the hydraulic shock absorbers.

Again, the car is steady, and can be taken round bends
quite fast for a fairly big saloon, while on wet roads
there is also a feeling of safe stability.

The body is conventional, plainly but serviceably
upholstered, and extremely comfortable, with plenty of

room everywhere. It is a good

of normal size can ride on the single-piece front seat
without cramping the driver unduly, the seat being

adjustable, incidentally,
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buretter, with a big

sible ; during the test
tically as soon as the s

thermostat control for
quickly to its work.

point that three people

for position. There is
plenty of room for three
persons on the back seat,
a footrest is provided for
them, also armrests are
fitted at the sides; there
are two ash-trays and a
useful rail for carrying
coats and rugs.

Three of the doors are
fitted with pockets, all six
side windows can be
raised and lowered, and
the four doors, which give
easy entry and exit, can
be locked. It would be
better if the blind for the
rear window were con-
trolled from the driving
seat, but this applies to
practically every standard
transatlantic production.

At the front the instru-
ments are grouped in a
decorative panel, and in-
directly lighted at night.
Among them are an engine
thermometer and a
reasonably accurate fuel
tank gauge; as usual, a
clock is not provided as
standard. The glass of the

single-panel  windscreen
lifts vertically a few
inches—only  sufficiently

for ventilation—and a good
suction wiper is fitted,

STRAIGHT EIGHT DE SOTO SALOON
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER

26.3 h.p., eight cylinders, 73 x 101 mm. (3,308 c.c.).

Tax 227.

Wheelbase 9ft. 7in., track 4ft. 10in.

Overall length 14ft. 10in., width 5ft. 9in., height 6ft. 3in.

Tyres: 5.25 x 19in. on detachable wire wheel

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from

GEAR BRAKE
LEVER LEVER

Timed speed

ear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile.
3.47 to 1 —

8.77 to 1 5% sec.

49 to1 8% sec. 68.18 m.p.h.

Turning circle: 42ft. 6in.

Tank capacity 12 gallons, fuel consumption 16-17 m.p.g.
6-volt lighting set cuts in at 9 m.p.h,, 10 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
Weight: 27 cwt. 2 qr. 20 Ib.

Price, with saloon body, £380.
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which works at a high road
speed. A big ventilator is pro-
vided at either side of the
scuttle.

Beneath the bonnet the engine
is typically American, and a
little untidy, which is no reflec-
tion upon its efficiency, since the
transatlantic mind does not sce
the point in the same light. The
features, naturally enough, are
recognised Chrysler practice,
since the De Soto is produced
by that concern, and the prac-
tical side has obviously been
studied above all. The spark-
ing plugs are accessible; the
ignition distributor also is well
placed. The down-draught car-

air-cleaner mounted above it, is
convenient, too, and the oil-filler and dipstick are acces-

the oil consumption was low.

From cold and at all other times the engine starts prac-

witch is depressed, and, with a
the cooling water, warms very

The head lamps give a sufficiently powerful flat-

topped beam for a good

. speed on the open road,
but, judged by European
standards, could be more
penetrating for use in half-
lit suburban areas, for in-
stance. The control on
the steering wheel for all
the lights is excellent. At
25 m.p.h. the current out-
put balances the consump-
tion of all the lamps, in-
cluding the instrument
panel illumination,

None of the spring bolts
requires lubrication, the
battery is accessible for
inspection, and the adjust-
ments for the brake shoes
are found on the drums
themselves, being acces-
sible at the front, but not
nearly so easy to reach at
the back. There are
bumpers front and rear,
and the wire wheels look
well ; the spare wheel is
carried neatly and securely
at the back of the car.
Both the radiator and the
fuel tank have quick-acting
filler caps.

Altogether, a sound car
with a satisfying, easy per-
formance, which gives of
its best to the average
driver with the minimum of
skill in control.
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