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STRAIGHT EIGHT DE SOTO SALOON

Excellent Engine in Quite New Model which is Sound ‘ Value for Money.”

The illustration above indicates the size of the Straight Eight De Soto saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

T really is extraordinary that so good a car as the
new straight eight De Soto, with the name of
Chrysler behind it, can be offered at £393. This

model, it may be remembered, was announced at the
New York Show in January, and has only just arrived
in this country.

The introduction of a Chrysler product with a straight
eight engine is more than usually interesting, for at
present Chryslers are making what are unquestionably
some of the best of the modern American six-cylinder
cars, with extremely smooth engines. Yet the new De
Soto shows that there can actually be justification for
an eight-cylinder, as compared with a really good six-
cylinder, engine—a thing not always immediately appar-
ent—for throughout its range the engine is very smooth
indeed and quiet, with no suggestion of a period during
acceleration from low speed on top gear or of a flat-
spot in the carburation. Moreover, the machine will
run on top gear at something rather less than 3 m.p.h.
on the level, and then get away without snatch when
the throttle is :
opened. v, o ~.

The maximum is
obviously  useful,
and should be 70
m.p.h. with a car
fully run in; the
car cruises happily
at anything be-
tween 30 and 50
m.p.h.—the latter
figure being higher
than the average
owner . usually
maintains—and for
by far the greater
part of a day’s run
stays on top gear.
Even if slowed by ,
other traffic on an
average main road
hill, the car will
still continue to
climb on top with-

out labouring, and, if the driver wishes, can certainly
be handled on top in London traffic; even when the
car is brought to a standstill only second gear need
be engaged for restarting on the level.

Starting from rest in second at the foot of a hill with
a section of genuine 1 in 4 gradient, the car will go up
on that gear alone, or, approaching the same hill on
top at 40 m.p.h., the climb can be made on top, the
speed not falling below 20 m.p.h. in either case. When
it is used, the gear change is not at all difficult, and
the upward changes are relatively quick. Because they
are used so little, the occupants of the car do not notice
overmuch that the indirects are noisier in operation than
the silent-running third and second gears to which one
is ‘becoming accustomed.

The car, in general, handles very well indeed; the
control is light, the steering is not too low-geared and is
definite, without trace of wheel flap or wobble, the
steering wheel being thin-rimmed and comfortable. to
hold. There was no effective caster action in the steer-
ing gear of the car
tested, which, by
the way, was prac-
tically brand new.
The clutch is of the
extremely smooth,
progressive  type,
of which American
manufacturers  so

clearly  recognise
the value. The
hydraulic  brakes

are even and deci-
sive in action, and
the pedal does not
require heavy pres-
sure, the hand-
brake lever being
reasonably well
placed and the
brake itself cap-
able of holding the
car stationary on T
in 4.
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For a fairly big saloon of this
type the De Soto holds the road
very well indeed, and, although
the suspension allows definite,
but slow and soft, up-and-down
motion, which never becomes
uncomfortable for any of the
occupants, there is surprisingly
little body roll. or sway on
corners.

The one-piece driving seat is
adjustable fore and aft when the
cushion has been lifted, and,
though a spanner is required for
the operation, the ordinary
owner’s requirements are met,
since the seat can be set for
reach once and for all at the
time of buying the car. Nothing
could be worse than the old-

type transatlantic driving seat, which usually was fixed.
Because of the adjustment provided for the seat, the
driving position in the De Soto can be made really

comfortable.

General finish is good, with fewer bright parts than
usual, and, while the upholstery and interior fittings

are not ornate, they look

Front view of the straight eighi De Soto.
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raised and lowered to suit
ventilation requirements.

As a whole, the design is con-
ventional, except that what is
described as the ‘‘monopiece ”’
mounting of the body on the
chassis, so as to form a very
rigid unit, is adopted, this
system having been employed
previously in other Chrysler
products.

It is interesting that the en-
gine is neat; the new down-
draught carburetter, with a very
big air filter above it, is fitted ;
the sparking plugs and the igni-
tion distributor are accessible, as
also the oil filler and dipstick,
which are close together. Fuel
feed from the rear tank is by a

mechanical pump, with which is incorporated a glass
bowl filter, and an interesting point is that when the
starting motor switch is depressed the throttle is opened

slightly at the same time, starting being very easy.

A belt drives the fan and dynamo, there being a simple
swinging adjustment for tensioning the belt; and, by

the way, at 25 m.p.h. the

well and arc serviceable.
The seat cushions are com-
fortable, there being ample
room for three passengers
on the back seat, or even
for three on the front
seat at need.

The instruments are
grouped and panelled,
and, as an instance of the
way in which the car is
equipped, they include a
fuel tank contents indica-
tor and an engine ther-
mometer, all the dials
being indirectly lighted
most effectively. The glass
of the single-panel wind-
screen can be raised ver-
tically a couple of inches
or so to ventilate the in-
terior of the body, there
being ventilators in the
scuttle sides also, and a
good suction screen wiper

is fitted, which, incident- Ove

ally, will work at as high
a speed as 45 m.p.h.
None of the usual in-
terior fittings, such as ash-
trays, door pockets, roof
light, driving mirror, and
rug and foot rails has been Price
omitted, while the back
seat has arm-rests at the
sides. All four doors can

ENGINE
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STRAIGHT EIGHT DE SOTO SALOON.

IGNITION MANIFOLD THROTTLE
CONTROL HEAT  CONTROL j| |
CONTROL - -

IBRA!
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|  ACCELERATOR  GEAR LEVER

STARTER PEDAL POSITIONS T

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

9ft. 6in., track 4ft. 1

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from
gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h.
13.47 —
8.77 5 sec.
4.9 7% sec.

;umhcclrclo 411t.
'ank capacity umption 1
6-volt ughﬂngutcuuln-ts:nph ulmpc.ntz
deht: 27 cwt. 2 qr. 20 1b.

, with saloon

onl. fuel cons

body, £393.

rall 141t. 9in. wnm:w.ah t.6ft. 1in,
Tyres: 5.25 x 19in. on detachable wire -

Timed
over } -'n’ﬁ:‘

67.16 m.p.h.

gmph

33 FEET from SOMPH. ﬁ

be locked, and each of the
six side windows can be |l

current output balances
the consumption of all the
lights. The head lamps
give a very good beam—
outstandingly so for an
American car—the dim-
ming device is effective,
and the lights are switched
on by a control at the
centre of the steering
wheel. There are side
lamps on the wings, as
well as two lamps fixed
near the windscreen pillars,
the latter pair of lights hav-
k ing a separate switch.
r Brake adjustments are
individual, on the drums
themselves, being acces-
sible at the front, and, as
usual, not nearly so easy
to reach at the back ; none
of the spring bolts requires
lubrication, and the bat-
tery is easily examined.

Wire wheels are un-
doubtedly worth having
from the point of view of
appearance, though with
the wood type having de-
tachable rims the car costs
£13 less, the spare being
carried at the back of the
car ; the usual bumpers are
fitted.

The De Soto eight is one
of the outstanding family
cars for 1930.
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