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B AUTTOCAR?Y "ROAD TESTS

21.6 h.p. DE SOTO. SALOON

Smooth, Silent Power, Ease of Conirol and Good Brakes.

T is beyond question that silence and smoothness of
runn:ng are features very definitely desired by a
high proportion of motorists. When such charac-

teristics are present in a car to a marked extent, and
the machine possesses also a brisk' performance and

good brakes, then a make-
up is attained which in-
deed should appeal to a
large number of drivers.
In all these respects the
De Soto, a car compara-
tively new to this country,
but having behind it the
experience and resources
of the famous Chrysler
concern, cannot but evoke
exceedingly  favourable
comment. It is handled
by Chrysler Motors, Ltd.
(De Soto Cars), Mortlake
Road, Kew Gardens,
Surrey.

Its engine is extraordi-
narily good, very quiet,
and shows not the least
sign of vibration or of
roughness except at the ex-
treme limit of its capabili-
ties on the lower gears.
The performance is at all
times effortless, which is
the better since the engine
is not unduly big. Top
gear suffices for the ma-
jority of hills, the point
which is fascinating to
many being that, whether
or not a hill is rushed, a
good round speed is main-
tained, or can be in-
creased, without change of
gear. With the engine
and various chassis bear-
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21.6 h.p., six cylinders, 76.2 < 104.8 mm. (2,857 c.c.).

Tax £22.

Wheelbase 91t. 0;in., track 4ft. 8in.

Overa!l length 14ft. lin., width 5ft. 6in., height approx. 6ft.
Tyres : 29 5in. on wood wheels with detachable rims.

Engine—rear ax’e Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
14.28 26 -
8.55 40 5% sec.
4.7 63 9% sec.

Tank capacity 9 gallons, fuel consumption 20-22 m.p.3.
6-volt lighting set cuts in at 12 m.n.h.

Weight 23 cwt. 3 ¢r. 26 Ib.

Price, with four-door saloon body, £325.

ings run-in and entirely free, 65 m.p.h. should be
within this car’s range; few drivers require more.

Up a 1.in 10 hill in a town, crowded with other
vehicles, the car will climb at 1o m.p.h., or less, or
top gear, without it being necessary to worry abou!

the ignition or to touch
the clutch. There is neve:
a suspicion of a carbu-
retter flat-spot. At higher
speeds on top the engine
becomes only very slightly
more obtrusive, though
little sound can be de-
tected other than the
slight roar of air to the
carburetter. On the leve!
3 or 4 m.p.h. is prac-
ticable without snatch or
clutch slipping.

On the lower gears,
which with this type of car
are not intended to be
used much other than for
startingand for really steep
hills, the engine remains
free from unpleasant noise,
the gears themselves mak-
ing some little sound.
Then the steering is low-
geared, and therefore light
even at low speeds, though
not so light as to produce
symptoms of wheel wobble
at higher speeds. A wheel
some 17in. in diameter,
with a thin, shaped rim,
gives an excellent feeling
of control, and makes
corner work delightful.
There is no caster action,
and hence no automatic
sense of direction, but the
car takes turns reasonably
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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

fast without roll except on distinctly bad surfaces, and

sits down well on the road.

The hydraulically operated brakes are pleasantly
definite ; they take firm
hold of the car from its
maximum speed with-
out judder and without
deviating the machine
from its course, but
light pressure being
needed on the pedal.
There was some
squeaking from the
brakes, due probably
to the linings not being
properly bedded down
in a nearly new car. In
ordinarily’ fast traffic
the useful acceleration
powers on top and' the
brisk paces on second,
coupled with the com-
plete mastery which the brak-
ing system gives the driver
over the car, are points
genuinely  worth  having.
When the brake test indicated
in the table was being made,
the back wheels locked and
added at least a foot, which
is included in the figure re-
corded. The hand brake is

with a key. The front seat is 3ft. 7in. wide, has
1ft. odin. between it and the nearest pedal, and is not
adjustable.

The back seat is 3ft. 8in. wide between
the arm-rests, and has
ift. 6in. between it
and the front squab.
A very neat instru-
ment panel is well
lighted in the customary
indirect style, the driv-
ing mirror is effective,
the vacuum wiper un-
obtrusive and useful
except at full throttle,
the screen winds up
vertically an inch or
two for ventilation, and
there are companions,
a rug-rail, and a foot-
rest in the back com-
partment. . The uphol-
stery is deep and well
sprung. The roof light has a
self-contained switch acces-
sible to the driver, but the rear
window blind is not controlled
from the driving seat.
There are a visor above the
screen, two sets of side lamps,
and the head lamps have
double filament bulbs giving
a dim position, all lights being

more than usually effec-

controlled from the

tive, though slightly
jerky in its action ; the
lever is a little too far
forward when off, and
at first a driver may be
inclined to leave it
partly ““on’’ when

moving away.

The clutch is light
and properly progres-
sive. The gear change,
down and up, to and
from all ratios, is just
about as simple as it
can be; the lever is
very long and entirely
conveniently  placed.
The springing protects
. all the occupants from
severe shock over the
worst of surfaces ; in the
back seats there is a
good deal of movement, but no direct jarring is
experienced.

Hills of 1 in 5 and 1 in 6 maximum gradient, with
four persons in the car, call only for second gear, and
first is entirely an emergency ratio for starting and for
the most severe type of hill.

The interior is plainly fitted and upholstered, but
obviously is thoroughly serviceable, and has been dealt
with carefully and with thought for the user. All six
windows wind up and down; three of the doors have
self-locking handles, and the remaining door is secured

Threequarter rear, front and interior views of the De Solo saloon.

centre of the steering
wheel. The light from
the head lamps is
of the low, flat-topped
beam variety, and pos-
sibly required adjust-
ing, though effective in
nearly all circumstances
at speeds of which the
car is capable. The
horn on the car tested
did not always give a
really penetrating note,
and once or twice would
not operate at all, but
doubtless needed atten-
tion. The radiator filler
cap is neat and of
bayonet, quick-action
type, while chromium
is used for the external
bright parts. Starting
is at all times easy, and the engine warms up quickly.

The oil filler and dipstick are near one another, there
are an external oil filter, air cleaner, and glass bowl
petrol filter, while the ignition distributor is accessible.
A belt drives the fan and dynamo, the belt tension being
easily adjustable.

Finally, the car looks impressive. Though on first
acquaintance one may consider it to be particularly
interesting from the point of view of value, one soon
comes to look upon it also as an extremely pleasant
car to drive.
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