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“THE AUTOCAR”

RO AD

TESTS

No. 53—20 h.p. DARRACQ SALOON
A . Well-equipped Car which Holds the Road Admirably.

HE 20 h.p. Darracq
is an interesting car
because it is one of

the three different types
manufactured by the
S.T.D. combine, which is
one of the largest manufac-
turing concerns in Europe.
One of the difficulties fac-
ing anyone dealing with
the machine in this coun-
try is that the name Dar-
racq is used only in Eng-
land, the car being called a
Talbot in France, with the
result that it is difficult to
associate the English name
with the réclame gained by
the French car.

The latest model is very
well equipped, the car
tested having a fabric
saloon body with most
comfortable  upholstery,
. the cushions of both the
front and rear seats being
divided in two by an up-
‘holstered arm which can
be removed if more than
two people are carried in

ither compartment. There
is plenty of leg room and
the body should be kept
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
20 h.p., six cylinders, 74 X 94.5 mm. (2,438 c.c.).
Tax £21.
‘Wheelbase 10ft. 7in., track 4ft. 7in.
Overall length 15ft. 2in., width 5ft. 10in., height 5ft. 10in.
Tyres: 32 X 6in. on detachable steel wheels.

Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
213 19 —
12.8 30 7 sec.
9.35 42 71 sec.
5.7 70 11 sec.

Tank capacity 20 gallons, fuel consumption 18 m.p.g.
12-volt llghthg set cuts in at 8-10 m.p.h., 11 amps. at
30 m.p.h.

Weight: 32 cwt.
Price, with fabric saloon body, £775.
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not noticeably ‘‘ stuffy *’
or redolent of fumes as
are some closed bodies.

Behind the rear panel
is a big fabric-covered
suit-case container; the
instruments are grouped
in a panel, are indirectly
lighted, and include a fuel
gauge showing the contents
of the rear tank. A
thermostat automatically
opens and closes shutters
covering the radiator, so
governing the engine tem-
perature. The windscreen
wiper is electric, and there-
fore functions at all speeds,
and the blind over the rear
window can be raised and
lowered from the driver’s
seat.

There are certain
characteristics which show
definitely that the car is of
French origin. The in-
direct gears, for example,
are on the whole somewhat
noisy. But it might not be
expected that the machine
would have quite such a
range of flexibility on top
gear as, in fact, it has; on

cool by an efficient system iii.— «—3% FEET from 26M.PH. this ratio the Darracq can
of ventilation in very hot ©) run at something very near
weather. Certainly it is three miles per hour to a
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definite  maxi-
mum of 70
m.p.h., and can,
moreover, be
driven comfort-
ably on top in
traffic.
Curiously
enough, also,
first and second
gears are lower
ratios than one
would  expect.
First would be
able to deal with
the steepest hill
one can en-
counter in Eng-
land, even if the
car were fully
loaded with lug-
gage, while
second gives the
car something in
hand on a slope
of 1 in 4 or so.
The particular
car tested was
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A large trunk case is sup-
plied, as well as a grid,
and buffers are fitted fore

and aft.

on the new side, and possibly for this reason
the brake actuating mechanism was stiff and
not very sensitive, the brakes needing great
pressure if they were to stop the car really
well in an emergency. The brake adjust-
ments are independent, being easy enough
for the front drums, and not quite so easy

for the rear.

The hand brake lever is al-

most horizontal in the off position, and is

that the Vauxhall, which

certainly was one of the
most interesting cars ever
to appear at the Olympia
Show, has recently under-
gone a good deal of quiet
modification and improve-
ment. This improvement
is in the right direction
since it tends to give the
car a much better per-
formance on top gear than
it hitherto possessed, a
point of vital importance
nowadays.

The latest Vauxhall
tested had, moreover, a
very fine saloon body, a
type which could be used

lT is perfectly obvious
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20-60 h.p. VAUXHALL WESTMINSTER LIMOUSINE.

No. 54.—Roomy, well finished and comfortable Car with marked Flexibility on top gear
and Excellent Brakes.
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not in the way, therefore, when the driver is reaching
his seat, yet it is convenient and has plenty of power.
Possibly the fact that the car was new was also re-
sponsible for the steering being a little on the stiff side
on the ““locks,”” though part of this may reason-
ably have been due to a very effective caster action
owing to the inclination of the pivots. This caster
action certainly allows the car to hold the road
very well indeed. The suspension is good, not
too hard, yet hard enough for rigidity combined

As a whole, the Darracq is a good car and
could maintain a high average for long distances
without effort and without undue noise.
obtained, too, considerable popularity in France,
which fact should be a testimonial .to its dura-

It has

bility in the
hands of the
average owner.
It is certainly
an impressive
car to look at,
and neither
difficult nor tir-
ing to drive,
either in town
or in the coun-
try. The com-
bined  starting
motor and dy-
namo is an excel-
lent feature, be-

ing as a starting
motor it makes
no sound what-
ever.

feur-driven town carriage
or as an ordinary saloon
for runs in the country,
because it is supplied with
a special detachable glass
panel which can be placed
in position just behind the
front seats when required,
thus dividing the car into
two separate compart-
ments.

The body is very com-
fortable, and, what is as
important, it is made to
look comfortable hy the
use of hide upholstery
which not only is, but
appears to be, genuine,
and has something of the
invitation that a good club

equally well as a chauf- Interior of the 20-60 h.p. Vauxhall Westminster limousine. armchair always possesses.
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cause when act- .



