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70—TWO-LITRE CROSSLEY FOUR-SEATER.

Lively Performance, Flexibility and Acceleration Place It Well Ahead of the
Ordinary Touring Car.

HE two-litre six-cylinder Crossley sports model is
an interesting development of the ordinary touring
car, and is a direct descendant of the larger six-

cylinder which has acquired for itself a considerable
reputation.

The sports car could really be classified as a fast tour-
ing machine if there still remains any feeling that the
term sports car necessarily infers a car which is hard
to handle, or which may need exceptional skill in order
to obtain the best performance.

It is quite true that it is at its best if the driver
knows how to handle the gears, and that a quick change
to third speed makes all the difference to the car’s
acceleration and climbing, but does not alter the
fact that the Crossley’s chief asset is its ability to cover
long distances at a high average speed without its being
driven differently from an ordinary touring car.

The particular car tried, unfortunately in a sense,
was one of the earliest built, and it was not provided
with the crankshaft damping device which, it is stated,
has been fitted to all subsequent machines. The absence
of this damping device was very noticeable, for at
speeds of 50 m.p.h. and over the engine was decidedly
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

15.7 h.p., six cylinders, 65 .< 100 mm. (1,991 c.c.).

Tax, £16.

Wheelbase 10ft. 3in., track 4ft. 8in.

Overall length 13ft. 9}in., width 5ft. 7in., hclght 5ft. 7in.
Tyres : 4] for 21lin. on detachable wire

Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
18.95 20 —_
12.6 33 5% sec
7.95 53 7% sec.
5.0 77 11 sec.

Turning circle : right 38ft. 8in., left 41ft.

Tank capacity 13 gallons, fuel consumption 21 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 12 m.p.h. (approx.).
Weight : 26 cwt. 2 gr.

Price, with fabric touring body, £625.

% 25 FEET from 25 M.P.H.
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The two-litre Crossley is slim in appearance.

rough and not a little noisy. But setting aside the
roughness, it had plenty of life and power and excellent
acceleration on top gear. In this the manufacturers
have been wise. They have not attempted to enhance
the performance by providing a high ratio top. The
car as it stands can be handled from very low speeds
to its maximum on the one gear alone if desired, and
it certainly gives that feeling of power which, whether
the driver be skilled or the reverse, justifies the term
sports model, in contra-distinction to the ordinary car.

The car needs to be driven intelligently
as far as the ignition control is concerned, [#«=
even when it is running on benzole mix- |
ture, because its performance is naturally
improved if the ignition point is set early,
which also entails ‘“ pinking ** if the lever
is left in the advance position when the car
is accelerating from a low speed on full
throttle.

The car handles well. The gear change
is really easy, since all the gears can be
felt, and the actual movement of the lever
is light and correspondingly sensitive,
while a clutch stop, properly adjusted,
gives a chance for the quick method of
change preferred by the enthusiast.

The steering is good ; it might, perhaps,
have rather more caster action, but gives
a duly accurate sense of control, such as a
fast car must possess if it is to be success-
ful. It is probable that a more powerful
double-acting type of shock absorber
would, on the whole, be better suited to
this type of machine, the suspension being
on the soft side and rather more akin to
that of the touring car of normal speed than one expects
with a machine of this performance, which, as the
data table shows, is of the distinctly brisk order, as
regards both acceleration and maximum speed, not
only on top but on the intermediate gears.

The car tested was fitted with an exhaust pipe which
had a noticeable noise period, the boom rising to a
point which might attract undesirable attention at the
present stage of public feeling. There seems to be no
particular reason why this should not be overcome by
a very slight and inexpensive change. It is certain that
the car as a whole would benefit if the exhaust were
much quieter, however much the boom may suggest
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speed to the inexperienced. Unnecessary noise of this
description soon palls on the great majority of drivers,
and this is particularly true when a closed body is fitted,
as might well be the case with the car under dis-
cussion.

The brakes are good. The driving position is excel-
lent, the two front seats having an effective adjustment,
being of suitable shape, and provided with pneumatic
cushions. For night driving the head lights are suffi-
ciently powerful, but the dimming device is of a type
which is slightly irregular in action at times, and, when
irregular, is disconcerting. The rear seats are really
comfortable, though the body is short, leg-room for the
passengers being obtained, as it should be, by the sink-
ing of deep wells in the floorboards. Incidentally, the
task of the coachbuilder has, of late years, been rendered
very much easier by the adoption of the foot well than
it was in days gone by, when a long chassis was essen-
tial if real comfort in the way of leg room was to be
provided for the passengers in the rear compartment.

The fuel tank contents level indicator is a great boon,
and it is pleasing to see a really good snap-catch filler
cap on the tank at the rear, with a quite ingenious
attachment to prevent the cap from becoming lost. In
keeping with the character of the car, the radiator cap
might be treated in the same way, for, though it is
less frequently removed, when it has to be taken off and
replaced the time necessary should be reduced to the
minimum. g
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Foot wells give plenty of leg room for the rear passengers.

The appearance and lines are good, and the detach-
able valance for the front wings does give the owner a
chance to take the car out in really bad weather without
becoming smothered in mud—a point of no small im-
portance in these days when the owner, as likely as
not, is responsible personally for the cleaning of the
car.

Taken as a whole, the machine is a very promising
car. It is not so fully developed as to earn the right
to be called a speed model, but its lively performance,
flexibility, and acceleration certainly can be claimed
to place it considerably ahead of the ordinary touring
car.
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