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The illustration above indicates the size, in feet, of the Front Wheel Drive Cord @

Pos-War) _FRONT WHEEL DRIVE CORD

Sports Car Characteristics Allied with Great Comfort of Riding

F the several cars which have appeared in recent
years with front wheel drive, in many ways the
most interesting of all is the Cord. For one thing

it comes from America, where the majority of cars
resemble one another closely in their conventional con-
struction, and is developed, as regards the transmission,
from the front wheel drive Millers which have raced so
successfully at Indianapolis track. Yet in contrast to
most other front driven cars the Cord is not produced as
a sports car as the primary object, though the general
feel of the car is very different, as would be expected,
from that of the average transatlantic machine.

Yet the interesting thing about it is that under all
ordinary conditions the driver and occupants are apt to
forget that normal rear wheel drive is not employed,
and the machine is handled like any other car, with the
exception that it can be taken round curves and corners
extremely fast for the size of car. What is more, it has
a greater sense of stability than any front wheel driven
machine previously tested,
due probably to the
weight, yet the suspension
is soft in effect all through

the range.
There is no denying that
doubts exist in many

motorists’ minds as to the
behaviour of a front driven
car on a wet road ; during
the whole test, including a
section of approximately
100 miles of rain-soaked
surfaces, no skid or slide
was experienced from this
source, though on a wet
wood-paved surface, for in-
stance, it was possible to
make the front wheels spin

more violently than usual, still, however, without devi-
ation from the straight course. It is as well to deal
with possible prejudices existing in connection with front
drive before going on to the actual performance, and
another point concerns the ability of such a car to re-
start on a loose-surfaced hill. It was not possible to find
a really wet hill of this kind, but on a loose, dry
gradient of approximately I in 6 several restarts were
made with ease, the front wheels spinning only slightly.

There is no question that this is a fascinating car on
the open road, yet it handles well also in traffic, despite
its size, and is tractable on top gear. It is possible to
maintain a high average on a long journey without
necessarily using the maximum, since the cruising speed
is anywhere up to 60 m.p.h., and the car climbs ex-
tremely fast on top gear, while second is a distinctly
valuable ratio, since 52 m.p.h. is possible on it and 45
m.p.h. is normal, so that the ratio feels more like third
in a fairly close-ratio four-speed box and can be used
almost equivalently. In a
little more than twelve
hours, including all stops,
a run of 340 miles was
made. The engine is
smooth to its limit, a cer-
tain roar which comes in
high up being attributable
chiefly to the air entering
the carburetter.

An unconventional fea-
ture is the gear change,
with the lever and its knob
projecting horizontally and
very conveniently from the
instrument board. This is
an arrangement to which
the driver quickly becomes
accustomed, and, the sim-

by opening up the throttle

ple knack once mastered,

=

=2

4

B 20



924

absfitgon,

May 22nd, 1931,

“THE AUTOCAR’ ROAD TESTS—(continued)

gives a quick, light change that
increases the sports machine
idea.  Second gear on this car
produced a good deal of noise,
which is partly because the
occupants are travelling into the
sound to a greater eéxtent than is
normal, the gear box being in
front of the engine, of course;
however, it is not at all an un-
pleasant sound, and somehow
suggests power.

There is considerable interest
in the fact that the car tested had
covered a mileage equivalent
easily to eighteen months’ hard
work in private hands, without,
it is understood, the piston rings

having been renewed. Thus the timed speed is all the
better in the circumstances, especially considering that
the comfort of the car for both back and front seats is
better than that of most ordinary touring machines of
similar size. Further, there was the most unusual point
that the speedometer read slow,
test did not go above 74, while on the road the maximum

reading obtained, slightly down

ponding approximately to 8o, which is excellent in view

comfortable and smart,
especially with the colour
scheme of this car, which was
silver grey and blue. For an
all-weather that has had con-
siderable use there were few
rattles, and the hood is not too
difficult to lower, while erecting
it is simple enough. With the
roof raised the car is equivalent
in comfort and protection to a
saloon, and with it down the full
benefits of an open car are ob-
tained. Also, the occupants sit.
well within the body, relatively
very low, the whole car being
low, too, and the leg room and
space are exceptionally generous.

and during the timed

‘grade, was 77, corres-

of the weight of the very

stoutly - built convertible
body.

Because of the mileage
and the exceptional con-
ditions of use there was a
certain slackness in the
steering gear, and' prob-
ably in the driving-shaft
universal joints, which
made itself apparent at
high speed, though the car
as a whole was essentially
steady. It is interesting
that the steering is very
light and has full caster
action, the wheel having a
thin rim, while the car is
"easy to manceuvre and
has an excellent steering
lock.

The hydraulic brakes
are light, progressive and
entirely adequate to the
speed of the car, while
even when using the maxi-
mum effort on a normal
road there is no deviation
from the straight. The
hand lever is convenient
and the brake powerful,
since it takes effect on all
four wheels.

The phaeton, or all-
weather body is a particu-
larly good type, Con-
tinental rather than
transatlantic in style,
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER
33.8 h.p., eight cylinders, 83 :; 114 mm. (4,934 c.c.).
Tax £34.
Wheelbase 11ft. 5}in., track 5ft.
Overall length 17ft. 1}in., width 5ft. 11}in., height 571, 61in.
Tyres: 32 x 7in. on detachable wire wheel
Engine—rear axle Acceleration from

Timed speed

gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over | mile.
1373 to 1 -_—

745t0 1 6} sec.

441 t01 9% sec. 76.92 m.p.h.

Turning circle: 42rt.

Tank capacity 20 gallons, fuel consumption 12-14 m.p.g.
6-volt lighting set cuts in at 12 m.p.,h., 10 amps. at 30 m.p.h,
Weight: 39 cwt. 3 gr. 4 Ib.

. Price, with phaeton body, £990.

The single-piece front seat is not adjustable, though
it is made to adjust in the normal saloon model, but
the driving” position is pleasant, the steering column
being well raked. The upholstery is leather, and ease
of entry and exit through each door is very great indeed. -
At the front, the instruments are grouped in two panels
at each side of the board, and are remarkably com-
plete, though there is not a clock. At the centre is a
useful cupboard, which -can be locked, while there are

pockets in the scuttle sides,
Ventilation is provided for
by three big ventilators,
and there are two separate
suction screen wipers.

For its size the engine is .
neat; the plugs, with the
exception of the rearmost
ones, are accessible, and
the distributor is con-
venient, which applies also
to the oil filler and dip-
stick, as well as to the
water pump and dynamo.
Also under the bonnet are
the reservoir for the
hydraulic brake system
and that for the one-shot
chassis lubrication. The
radiator shutters are
opened and closed by a
thermostat, and the engine
starts easily.

The head lamps, as set,
were not fully adequate to
the speed of the car, but
it is understood -that
special- reflectors can be
supplied to overcome this.

A car that attracts atten-
tion to a remarkable degree
anywhere, and is excep-
tionally interesting and
pleasing to drive. It was
provided for test by Sin-
clair Motor Concessions,
Ltd., 2, Mill Street, Con-
duit Street, W.1.
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