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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

CITROEN SIX SALOON AND TOURER

Fast, Flexible Machines with an Excellent Top Gear Performance and
Good Brakes.

The illustration above indicates the size of the Citroén Six saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.
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between 45 and 50 m.p.h.,
the Citroén Six was re-
markable from the outset.
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maintained on a long journey without the driver
becoming unduly tired or the car as a whole hot. On
the speedometer 20 m.p.h. can be reached on first gear,
35 m.p.h. comfortably on second and 65 m.p.h., on
top, the timed speed over the quarter-mile and the
acceleration figures being especially good in view of the
engine size and the relatively big body.

Certainly, also, there is no difficulty in running, in
close-formation traffic, as slowly as 5 m.p.h. on top
with the clutch home. Main road hills of the 1 in 10-
1 in 12 order can be taken in the car’s stride at a very
satisfactory pace without using any other ratio but top,
on which it is actually possible to climb a hill of 1 in g
with two people in the car, the ability of the engine to
pick up again without snatch or undue effort if it is
checked on an average gradient being just what most
motorists require to-day. Moreover, there is no call
at any time for skilful use of an ignition control, since
the advance and retard mechanism for the ignition
distributor operates a ut o-
matically according to the
engine speed.

When an indirect gear is
required on a hill, second
suffices for all but the worst
type of gradient met on by-
ways. There is a reserve of
power on first on a rough-
surfaced climb with a maxi-
mum gradient of 1 in 5} and
no difficulty in stopping and
restarting on such a hill, the
hand brake, intended chiefly
for parking, being reasonably
powerful, though the Ilever
could be better placed for a
driver of average reach.

The springs are now backed
by double-acting hydraulic

(Left) Interior of the Safety de luxe saloon.
(Right) The four-seated tourer.

shock absorbers which permit the effect of
a softer suspension, allow, if anything,
rather more sway if bends are taken fairly
fast, but certainly give the occupants of
the car—especially those at the back—
greater all-round comfort over varying
types of surfaces. The brakes, which are
vacuum servo-assisted and light to operate, possess
unquestionable power, which is greater above 20 m.p.h.
and not quite so effective from 15 m.p.h. to a stand-
still. They give a driver confidence in using the car’s
capabilities, even on roads which are far from straight.
The adjustments at both back and front are very well
arranged.

The interior of the Safety de luxe saloon is extremely

.well finished, real leather of a particularly serviceable

type being used for the upholstery, with deep and excel-
lently sprung cushions for the separate, adjustable front
seats—which are exceptionally comfortable, giving plenty
of support where it is wanted—and for the wide back
seat, while the amount of leg-room is exceptional in
view of the wheelbase.

The back compartment has arm-rests at each side,
while what appears to be an integral part of the back
squab folds down as a most useful rest to divide the
seat. There are ashtrays, a roof light and a roof net,
in addition to wide pockets in
the backs of the front seats,
while the blind over the rear
window can be raised and
lowered by the driver, the
window being big enough to
give a fair field of vision in the
central mirror.

The window in each door
winds up and down easily, and
three of the doors have an in-
genious device enabling them
to be secured when the car is
left, the fourth being locked
with a key. Effective pro-
vision is made for hot weather
by a ventilator in the top of
the scuttle, as well as by one
in the roof, while the wind-
screen opens partially for the
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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).
CITROEN SIX SALOON AND TOURER

same purpose. An electric wiper, with its mechanism
outside the screen, has two blades working in tandem,
so that the front passenger’s view is not restricted in
wet weather—an excellent point.

The instrument panel, with grouped dials indirectly
lighted, is very neat indeed, including a clock but no
heat indicator, while there is a clever idea in the form
of a tell-tale, additional to that for the coil ignition,
indicating whether or not any of the lamps is switched
on. The head lights are good, all the lamps being
controlled by a knob at the centre of the steering wheel ;
the dim position cuts out both head lamps and brings
into action a spot lamp, with an amber-coloured glass,
mounted in front of the radiator and trained on to the
near-side kerb a few feet ahead of the car. With all
lamps in use the output of the dynamo balances the
consumption of current at 25 m.p.h. on top gear,
though with the screen wipers in action in addition
there is a discharge of 4 araps.

Ample Luggage Accommodation.

At the back of the car an ingenious metal luggage
box holds a surprising quantity of oddments or two
fair-sized suit-cases, the tool kit being in a separate
tray forming the upper part of the box, which can be
locked as a whole. Buffers and step-mats are part
of the very complete equipment, and the external finish,
with chromium plating for the bright parts, is very
good.

The engine is extremely neat, the removable moulded
cover that conceals the distributor and sparking plugs
giving it the appearance of an overhead-valve unit,
the components thus enclosed being conveniently
placed. The oil filler is big and adjacent to the dip-
stick, and there are an oil filter, air filter, glass-bowl
petrol filter, and also a reserve petrol tank with a
two-way tap. Starting from cold is easy and the engine
will pull almost at once.  Incidentally, should the
starting motor pinion jamb is can be freed simply and

quickly. The chassis in general is particularly sturdy
and the various greasing points are arranged properly.

It has been possible also to test, in circumstances
far removed from the ordinary, the six-cylinder tourer
of the latest series, but one of the early models of the
type, this car being put through the London-Exeter
trial at the end of last year, when the conditions were
exceptionally severe. The car had to travel for con-
siderable distances over exceedingly narrow lanes with
poor surfaces, and, of course, to climb several steep
test hills, as well as restart on a gradient resembling
a morass.

An Abnormal Test.

The trial involvedalong night run—in fact, almost cori-
tinuous running for some twenty-eight hours-—thecircum-
stances necessitating the car being kept, where possible,
at almost its limit, with violent braking and a great deal
of corner work. Its stability on acute bends and its
road-holding were surprisingly good, while the way in
which it stood up to methods of driving adopted
usually only with the sports type of machine, the lower
gears being used in a manner that would never be
employed in the uvsual course of events, gave it a far
more severe test as a type than is ordinarily possible ;
this it withstood with the utmost success.

The four-seater open body was comfortable, with a
good driving position, a single-panel screen and a hood
and side curtains, which latter, while reasonably effec-
tive, were not too easy to put up or lower, but were
not the pattern which will be standardised. The car
has a luggage box at the back identical with that of
the saloon. The data given in the accompanying table,
by the way, apply to the saloon ; the price of the tourer,
with special equipment, such as buffers and a dual-arm
windscreen wiper, is £370.

Two extraordinarily good machines, which = offer
remarkable value and can carry four persons in genuine
comfort at comparatively low cost.

FRONT DRIVE TRACTA SPORTS TWO-SEATER—(continued from page 218).

nandicap of a stiif gradient; while on the 1 in g or 10
type of hill, where third can be employed, really fast
climbs are thoroughly satisfactory.

The instruments are grouped, panelled and lighted
indirectly—though the illumination was not in action
on the car tried—and they include a revolution counter
and petrol gauge, there being a heat indicator on the
radiator cap. The head lights are very good indeed,
the dynamo, incidentally, operating so that at 30 m.p.h.
with all lamps switched on and the electric windscreen
wiper in use there is a substantial surplus of current for
charging purposes.

The single-panel screen folds forward flat on to the
scuttle, the hood is neat and easy to raise and lower,
while even on a sports machine it is worth having side
screens which make the car really snug in wet weather.
Another unusual thing in a two-seater of this character
is the amount of space in the tail for carrying luggage
and oddments, the top of the back of the well-finished
fabric body forming a lid. :

The adoption of front drive renders the gear box

immediately accessible when the bonnet is raised, as
also is the battery, it being easier than usual, on account
of the absence of running boards, to make customary
adjustments. The plugs, carburetters and overhead-
valve gear are also very easy to reach; the brake
adjustments, especially those for the drums on the back
wheels, are well placed, and the whole of the front
axle and transmission are extremely accessible, the car
being ‘‘ crab-tracked,”” by the way. The fuel feed
is by an electric pump from a big scuttle tank, and it is
a notable point that even when cold the engine starts
with extreme ease, the dynamotor being pleasingly silent
in action. :

Certainly it is not least important that the Tracta
feels solid and well built, looks its part, and gives that
almost indefinable impression of being a real motor
car which delights the heart of the keen owner, while
for a machine of this class the price is not high. It
was provided for test by the concessionaires in this
country, Arthur Stuart Auto Service Co., 5-1I, 29-31,
Vauxhall Bridge Road, S.W.r.
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